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A  New  Idea  for  a  night  bell  is  sketched  on  p.  505. 

There  is  a  tie  for  the  Wholesale  Cricket  League  Cup.  See 
p.  489. 

Pharmacy  at  Boulogne-sur-Mer  has  been  good  this  season 
(p.  493). 

Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  late  editor  of  the  "  Year-book  of  Phar- 
macy," is  dead  (p.  498). 

Henry  Heath,  alais  Hellier,  is  still  at  his  old  fraudulent 
tricks.    Beware  of  him  (p.  489). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  sends  us  a  rather  interesting 
budget  of  news  this  week  (p.  492). 

The  Output  of  Quicksilver  at  the  Almaden  mines  in  Spain 
during  1899  and  1900  is  given  on  p.  494. 

An  Analytical  Tournament  for  the  winter  session  is 
announced  in  the  Corner  for  Students  (p.  538). 

A  Foretaste  of  the  Winter  Session,  1901-2,  is  given  on 
p.  499  in  the  shape  of  reports  from  three  Associations. 

Habenda  ratio  motionis  improprietatis  is  the  motto  of  a  fresh 
design  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  printed  on  p.  500. 

Our  Botanical  Photographic  Competition  is  reported  in  this 
issue,  beginning  p.  519,  several  of  the  pictures  being  given. 

"Xrayser  "  is  not  a  believer  in  commercial  training  in  colleges, 
and  thinks  no  professor  can  give  Andrew  Carnegie  points  (p.  501) . 

Couldn't  the  B  P.C.  work  the  German  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  specialities  scheme?  "Xrayser"  puts  the  question 
(p.  501). 

Our  gleanings  from  the  British  Association  are  chiefly  from 
the  Chemical  Section,  over  which  Professor  P.  F.  Frankland  pre- 
sided (p.  507). 

The  Maidstone  Magistrates  (ex-Lord  Justice  Sir  E.  Fry 
presiding)  have  decided  that  the  milkmen's  *  gill  measure  must 
be  stamped  (p.  496). 

Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  appear  to  be  getting 
indignant  about  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  over  the  improper 
motion  matter  (p.  511). 

Fifty-four  Chemists  and  Druggists  failed  last  year,  with 
liabilities  of  63,831£.  This  and  other  matters  are  referred  to  in 
the  annual  report  (p.  504). 

Professor  James  Dewar  has  been  elected  President  of  the 
British  Association,  which  will  meet  at  Belfast  next  year,  and  at 
Southport  in  1903  (p.  509). 

The  Poisons  Schedule  contains  many  anomalies.  We  point 
out  a  few  of  them  a  propos  of  the  Privy  Council's  move  for  con- 
sideration of  the  schedule  (p.  502). 

Mr.  H.  B.  Baildon,  a  former  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  English  Literature 
at  Dundee  University  College  (p.  492). 

Two  Beecham's  Pills  Cases  were  heard  in  the  High  Court 
on  Wednesday,  and  an  injunction  was  granted  in  one  restraining 
a  chemist  from  selling  spurious  pills  (p.  496). 

The  Apprenticeship  Difficulty  appears  to  be  felt  all  over 
the  country,  for  this  week's  letters  chiefly  tell  that  from  the  North 
to  Cornwall  apprentices  cannot  be  got.    See  p.  510. 

Chemistry  Professors  are  eager  to  get  duty-free  alcohol  for 
research,  and  discussed  the  matter  at  the  British  Association, 
resolving  to  approach  the  Government  in  respect  to  it  (p.  507). 

The  Mixture  of  Butter  and  Milk  which  is  being  exten- 
sively advertised  as  butter  has  been  held  in  several  courts  to  be 
an  infringement  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  although  it 
is  ingeniously  labelled  (p.  497). 

A  Redditch  Architect  has  died  through  taking  carbolic  acid 
instead  of  a  draught.  The  acid  was  in  a  joison  bottle,  but  the 
foreman  of  the  coroner's  jury  suggested  that  screw-stoppers 
should  be  used  in  poison  bottles  (p.  490). 

The  advance  in  santonin  is  the  chief  event  of  the  markets  this 
week.  Senega  is  considerably  dearer.  Menthol  is  still  rising,  and 
so  is  Japanese  peppermint  oil.  Opium  is  firmer,  eucalyptus  oil 
(B.P.)  is  lower,  and  chamomiles  are  cheaper  (p.  515). 

The  Report  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  the  Government's  chief 
chemist,  contains  interesting  particulars  in  regard  to  methylated 
spirit,  imports  and  exports  of  alcoholic  medicinal  preparations  and 
perfumery,  nicotine,  and  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  references. 
It  is  dealt  with  on  p.  504. 

B-C 


488 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


September  21,  1901 


Corner  for  Stuoenta. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.    AH  communications  should  be  addressed 

to  the  Editor  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 

Street,  London,  E.C. 
All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 

addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 

The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to 

be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

WE  now  resume  the  exercises  in  qualitative  analysis  which 
have  been  interrupted  by  the  recent  essay  and  ques- 
ti  >n  competition.  A  mixture  of  not  more  than  three  salts 
will  form  the  subject  of  the  next  exercise.  The  mixture  is 
to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all 
its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given 
that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  constituents  of 
the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped,  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  September  24, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Octo- 
b3r  5.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of 
the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 


ANALYTICAL  TOURNAMENT. 

The  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis  announced  above 
forms  the  opening  competition  for  our  correspondents  in  an 
analytical  tournament  extending  over  the  six  months 
October,  1901,  to  March,  1902.  The  tournament  should 
provide  students,  and  especially  those  who  work  in- 
dependently, with  a  periodical  test  of  their  progress  in 
chemical  analysis,  and  we  trust  that  a  very  large  number 
will  enter  the  competition  and  persevere  to  the  end. 

Prizes. — We  offer  &  first  prize  of  books,  value  21.  Zs  ,  and 
a  certificate  to  the  competitor  who  obtains  the  highest 
aggregate  of  marks  in  the  six  analyses  ;  and  a  proxime 
aecessit  prize  of  books,  value  11.  Is.,  and  certificate  to  the 
competitor  who  obtains  the  second  highest  aggregate  of 
marks  in  the  six  analyses. 

The  usual  monthly  prizes  will  also  be  awarded. 

Competitors  who  select  a  nam  de  plume  mu3t  stick  to  it 
throughout  the  six  months  without  changing,  thus  assisting 
us  in  keeping  the  record  of  marks. 

The  report  on  the  essay  and  question  competition 
announced  on  August  31  will  be  published  on  September  28. 


"  Phaemaoeutical  Testing  "  (Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor)  oontains 
easily-applied  teats  for  ensuring  the  purity  of  chemicals  for  use  at 
the  counter.  Price  2s.  6d.,  by  post  2«.  9£?.,'from  the  O.  &  D. 
office,  42  Cannon  Street.  E.G. 

Chemists  and  Wine-licences. — The  Wine-trade  Beview  is 
alarmed  about  chemists  and  druggists  getting  wine-licences. 
"  Many  fresh  applicants  came  forward  at  the  recent  sessions," 
says  the  Meviciv,  "  and  in  some  towns  the  chemists  must  now  be 
regarded  as  important  opponents  of  the  family  wine-merchant. 
We  regret  to  see  this  fresh  opposition  being  built  up,  and  we  do 
not  think  it  can  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  new  licence-holders, 
but,  as  the  law  stands,  the  Magistrates  are  helpless  _  in  the 
matter,  and  the  merchant  must  fight  his  own  battle  against  the 
chemist.  The  Magistrates,  as  a  rule,  make  no  effort  to  disguise 
the  fact  that  it  is  only  with  much  reluctance  that  they  assent  to 
the  chemists'  applications." 


English  IRem 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  Items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Brevities. 

The  Grocers'  Exhibition  opens  at  the  Agricultural  HalJ7 
Islington,  on  Saturday,  September  21. 

The  members  of  the  athletic  club  of  Taylors'  Drug  Com- 
pany (Limited),  to  the  number  of  150,  had  their  annual 
outing  on  September  14  to  Bridlington. 

We  understand  that  the  Koyal  Commission  on  Arsenical 
Poisoning,  presided  over  by  Lord  Kelvin,  will  resume  its- 
sittings  at  Westminster  in  the  second  week  of  October,  wher» 
further  evidence  will  be  taken. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  (Mr.  Baldwyia 
Fleming)  has  recommended  the  Salisbury  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  engage  a  dentist  to  attend  to  the  children^  teetb 
The  Guardians  have  by  14  to  12  agreed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Hexham  Centre  of  Technical  Educa- 
tion has  arranged  a  course  of  twelve  lectures  on  elementary 
photography,  by  Mr.  John  Gibson,  F.C.S.,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, to  commence  on  Wednesday,  October  2. 

The  Hull  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  agreed  to  inform  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  the  increased  German  duty  on  linseed 
and  cottonseed  oils  is  excessive,  and  they  say  the  same  about 
the  proposed  duty  of  5s.  per  ton  on  lower  qualities  of  eartb 
colours. 

George  Coventry  (16),  a  van-guard  with  Messrs.  Evans 
Lescher  &  Webb,  found  himself  before  Alderman  Smallman 
on  September  13.  He  had  betrayed  his  trust  by  stealing 
some  vanilla.  As  the  firm  did  not  press  the  matter  he  was 
discharged. 

A  dashing  four-in-hand,  consisting  of  a  finely-decoratec) 
carriage  and  spanking  horses,  is  seen  daily  on  London  streets 
just  now.  It  indicates  the  return  of  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Geddes  to 
the  conquering  of  pain,  for  it  carries  St.  Jacobs  oil,  next  to- 
which,  in  his  estimation,  come  horses.  We  note  that 
M.  A.  P.  speaks  of  the  early  flotation  of  the  concern. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police-court  on  Wednesday,  George 
Robertson,  a  carpenter,  was  fined  40a'.  and  costs,  or  in  default 
one  month,  for  assaulting  a  retired  chemist  named  Jamesr 
residing  at  Carlton  Road,  Peckham.  On  Monday  night- 
prisoner,  without  the  slightest  provocation,  struck  Mr.  James 
a  blow  across  the  head  with  a  walking-stick. 

Mr.  Page  Woodcock,  of  Lincoln,  was  the  prosecutor  in  a 
charge  of  fraud  preferred  at  the  Lincoln  Police-court  on  Sep- 
tember 10  against  a  married  woman,  named  Fanny  Hutchin- 
son, who  by  a  pitiful  but  false  tale  had  got  half-a-crown> 
from  him.  For  this  she  was  fined  10s.,  and  on  another 
charge  of  theft  from  a  public  house  she  had  to  pay  a  similar 
penalty. 

At  Cowes  last  week  a  quantity  of  the  personal  effects  of 
the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Fennings,  the  well-known  Cowes  patent- 
medicine  proprietor,  was  brought  under  the  hammer. 
There  were  no  fewer  than  thirty-six  pairs  of  gentlemen's 
fancy-worked  slippers,  scarcely  any  of  which  had  ever  been 
worn,  and  a  large  number  of  black  suits  of  clothes,  perfectly 
new. 

Students  at  the  Soap-works. 

On  September  16  a  visit  was  made  to  the  works  of  Messrs. 
D.  &  W.  Gibbs  (Limited),  soap-manufacturers,  Wapping,  by 
the  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Pharmacy.  The  pro- 
cesses of  soap-making  were  seen  in  operation,  from  the 
emptying  of  the  tallow-casks  to  the  stamping  of  the  soap- 
tablets — and  were  most  lucidly  described  by  Mr.  Brown,  the 
firm's  chemist. 

Exeter  Pharmacy  School. 
Mr.  H.  Gadd,  J.P.,  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the  governors 
of  the  Royal  Albert  Memorial,  Exeter,  on  September  16,. 
when  the  College  Committee  recommended  that  the  fees  per 
session  for  students  in  the  new  day  classes  for  the  London 
Matriculation,  Preliminary  Scientific,  International  in  Arte 
and  Science,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Minor  exami- 
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(nation  be  101.,  if  paid  in  advance,  for  the  whole  session,  but 
df  paid  by  single  terms  they  should  be  4Z.  for  the  first  term, 
for  the  second  term  31.  10s ,  and  third  term  31. ;  for  the 
London  final  B.  A.,  B.Sc,  and  other  higher  examinations,  121 
Mr.  E.  Lemmon  (President  of  the  Exeter  Association  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists)  said  he  saw  no  reference  in  the 
report  to  the  fact  that  the  College  accepted  students  for  the 
Major  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
Principal  (Mr.  Clayden)  replied  that  the  regulations  under 
discussion  related  only  to  the  Day  Training  College.  The 
College  took  Major  students.  Mr.  Lemmon  said  advertise- 
ments of  the  pharmacy  classes  should  be  inserted  in  the 
■drug-trade  journals.  He  had  looked  diligently  through 
the  educational  number  of  one  of  them,  and  found  no 
reference  at  all  to  the  Exeter  College.  He  suggested  that 
steps  be  taken  to  have  the  College  registered  with  the 
Institute  of  Chemistry.  There  were  certain  colleges  already 
registered,  and  their  students  who  had  gone  through  a 
certain  course  were  able  to  go  in  for  the  F.I.C.  diploma. 
The  teaching  at  the  Exeter  institution  was  quite  sufficient 
to  ensure  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  its  being 
registered.  The  Chairman  said  the  necessary  steps  to  have 
the  College  registered  were  now  being  taken  by  the  Prin- 
cipal.  The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  were  adopted. 

Drug-contracts. 

Mr.  W.  0.  Street,  chemist  and  druggist,  Louth,  has  got 
the  drug-contract  for  Louth  Workhouse. 

Mr.  B.  Adams,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mansfield,  is  to 
supply  the  Mansfield  Workhouse  with  drugs. 

The  drug-contract  for  the  Bury  St.  Edmunds  Workhouse 
for  the  ensuing  quarter  has  been  secured  by  Messrs.  Nunn, 
Hinnell  &  Clark,  of  Abbsygate  Street,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

The  Dartford  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited), 
London,  for  the  supply  of  drugs  ;  and  that  of  Messrs.  Tucker, 
Dartford,  for  disinfectants. 

The  Bolton  Board  of  Guards  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  T.  Moscrop  &  Co.  (Limited),  drysalters,  Folds  Road, 
Bolton,  for  the  supply  of  disinfecting-fluid  and  sulphur  ;  and 
that  of  Messrs.  G.  Fawell  &  Sons  for  Bovril  and  carbolic 
soap. 

We  reported  on  September  7  that  the  Farnham  Guardians 
had  decided  to  get  their  drugs  from  wholesale  firms  when 
the  present  contract  held  by  Mr.  Dunston,  a  local  chemist, 
expires.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians  Mr.  Dunston 
■offered  to  allow  10  per  cent,  off  any  wholesale  list  recom- 
mended, as  the  Board  had  resolved,  by  the  medical  officer. 
Dr.  Hayes,  the  medical  officer,  did  not  care  for  the  duty  of 
recommending  a  list,  and  moved  that  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution be  deleted.  He  said  that,  having  regard  to  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  thought  the  Board  should  adhere  to  their  for- 
mer practice  of  havirig  an  open  tender,  and  pointed  out  that 
accepting  goods  from  firms  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
medical  officer  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Board  was  open  to 
serious  question.    The  motion  was  adopted. 

"Workhouse  Supplies. 

At  a  meeting  of  Doncaster  Board  of  Guardians  on  Sep- 
tember 14  the  newly  appointed  medical  officer  reported  that 
there  were  no  drugs  or  surgical  appliances  in  the  surgery  at 
the  workhouse.  The  Board  deferred  the  question  of 
furnishing  the  necessary  drugs  for  a  fortnight. 

At  a  meeting  of  North  Brierley  Board  of  Guardians  on 
September  12  it  was  reported  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  refused  to  sanction  a  proposal  that  the  district 
medical  officers  should  be  required  under  their  contracts  to 
supply  at  their  own  cost  any  stimulants  they  might  think  fit 
to  recommend  for  the  sick  poor  under  their  care. 

The  House  Committee  of  the  Dartford  (Kent)  Board  of 
Guardians  on  September  11  recommended  that  in  future 
trusses  should  be  purchased  direct  from  London.  By  this 
means  they  would  only  cost  3s.  6d.  each,  whereas  the 
medical  officers  charged  a  guinea.  The  Vice-Chairman  said 
this  appeared  to  be  a  jump  in  the  dark,  as  the  medical 
officers  saw  to  the  fitting  of  the  trusses,  which  were  not 
articles  that  could  simply  be  bought  in  sizes.  The  recom- 
mendation was,  however,  adopted. 


Less  Pay  and  More  "Work. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  suggested  to  the  Brigg 
Board  of  Guardians  that  expensive  medicines  and  appliances 
should  be  paid  for  by  the  Board,  and  that  the  medical 
officers  should  not  have  to  provide  them  at  their  own  cost. 
The  Guardians  discussed  the  matter  at  the  meeting  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  when  the  Chairman  explained  that  the  doctors 
have  now  to  attend  500  more  people  than  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  their  salaries  are  about  457.  less.  After  some  discussion 
it  was  moved— 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  any  medical  officer,  who  may 
have  found  it  necessary  to  use  cocaine,  serum,  expensive  trusses, 
or  cod-liver  oil  in  certain  cases,  and  applies  to  this  Board  stating 
the  amount  of  cost,  the  Board  will  be  prepared  favourably  to  con- 
sider the  payment  of  such  cost. 

Further  consideration  of  the  question  was  deferred  to  the 
next  meeting. 

Beware  of  Henry  Heath,  alias  Hellier,  &c. 

Camwal  (Limited)  inform  us  that  they  had  a  postcard 
order  posted  at  Lydd  on  September  3,  telling  them  that  they 
might  send  five  dozen  syphons  of  soda-water,  and  the  same 
of  table-water  to  Henry  Heath,  Heath  House,  Lydd,  Kent. 
It  was  addressed  to  the  company  at  "  Wales,"  and  ultimately 
reached  the  Harrogate  branch.  It  was  transferred  to 
London,  and  the  manager  asked  Mr.  Heath  to  confirm  the 
order,  which  he  did  on  September  9,  when  Camwal  told  him 
(as  is  their  custom)  what  local  chemist  he  could  get  the 
waters  from.  That  settled  the  matter,  as  Heath  has  on  two 
occasions  been  imprisoned  for  obtaining  credit,  he  being  an 
undischarged  bankrupt.  The  last  time  we  sketched  his 
career  was  in  our  issue  of  January  5.  He  does  business  as 
Henry  Heath,  Henry  Heath  Hellier,  William  Hellier,  and 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Hellier.  The  illustrated  Mail  of  September  14 
printed  half  a  dozen  facsimiles  of  his  "orders." 

Cricket. 

Yorkshire  Central  Lsague  Championship. — The  Yorkshire 
Relish  Cricket  Club  have  again  carried  off  the  honours  in 
this  league.  This  is  ths  third  time  in  five  seasons  that  they 
have  been  the  winners. 

The  Davy-Hill  eleven  beat  the  Kindrug  team  last  Satur- 
day by  54  to  22.  The  Davy-Hill  willow-wielders  thus  tie 
with  the  Wellcome  ones,  and  they  will  meet  again  at  Raynes 
Park  on  Saturday,  September  21,  at  1.30  P.M..  The  fate  of 
the  cup  will  then  be  decided. 

The  following  is  the  League  table  to  September  14,  in- 
clusive : — 


Club 

Matches 
played 

Won 

Lost 

Points 

Davy  Hill's   

8 

7 

1 

U 

Burroughs,  Wellcome's... 

8 

7 

1 

14 

Kindrug  

7 

3 

4 

S 

Burgoyne,  Burbidge's  ... 

7 

1 

6 

2 

City  Mills   

8 

1 

7 

2 

On  Saturday,  September  14,  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  Strollers  travelled  down  to  Edmonton  to  pit  their 
skill  at  cricket  against  that  of  the  celebrated  Edmonton 
Cricket  Club.  This  was  the  first  match  arranged  for  the 
Strollers,  and  its  inception  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Birkett  Green,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons.  Great 
interest  was  manifested  in  the  encounter,  as  the  team  was 
essentially  a  scratch  one,  some  of  the  players  not  having 
touched  the  willow  for  over  ten  years.  The  home  team  won 
the  toss  and  elected  to  take  the  first  turn  at  the  wickets. 
With  everything  in  their  favour  they  were  going  on  in  great 
style,  when,  thanks  to  the  smart  fielding  of  Mr.  Robinson,  of 
the  St.  George's  Chemical  Company,  the  captain  of  the 
home  team  was  dismissed  for  a  paltry  20  odd.  Their 
total  score  at  the  time  they  declared  was  182.  Mr.  Bois- 
selier  was  conspicuous  by  his  smart  fielding,  and  batsmen 
seemed  to  fight  shy  of  sending  any  balls  his  way.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Smith  (R.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.),  who  captained  the  Drug  si-Je,  put 
in  some  very  effective  bowling  not  appreciated  by  Edmon- 
ton.   Mr.  Green  came  in  for  an  ovation  on  account  of  his 
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unceasing  dexterity  in  fielding  the  balls — in  fact,  he 
seemed  to  be  all  over  the  field.  With  barely  an  hour  to 
play  the  Strollers  went  to  the  wicket.  The  first  repre- 
sentatives were  Mr.  Harding  and  Mr.  Lees,  and  together 
they  scored  close  on  20  before  the  second  over.  Mr. 
Smith  made  the  record  score  for  the  Strollers,  and  his 
brother  also  helped  to  swell  the  figures  on  the  scoring-board, 
so,  with  Mr.  Green's  addition,  the  game  was  closed  at 
147,  the  light  beginning  to  fail.  Thus  ended  the  first  match 
of  the  Strollers,  and  147  for  3  wickets  against  one  of  the 
well-known  London  clubs  is  not  bad.  Many  other  Strollers 
went  down  to  see  the  match  and  to  encourage  their  team 
by  their  applause.  In  this  they  succeeded,  as  the  match 
was  drawn,  thanks  to  the  very  liberal  manner  in  which 
they  encouraged  their  friends.  Amongst  the  spectators 
we  noticed  Mr.  Pattisson,  Mr.  Weiss  (H.  Lorenz),  Mr. 
Gregory  (Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  Limited),  Mr.  C. 
Zimmermann,  Mr.  Max  Philipon,  and  others.  We  are 
asked  to  state  that  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Strollers  is 
provisionally  and  liquidally  fixed  for  October  24.  Members 
of  the  Strollers  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
Hon.  Secretary. 

Fire. 

A  fire  occurred  on  September  16  at  the  works  of  Messrs. 
Lewis  Demuth  &  Co  (Limited),  tar  distillers,  Birmingham 
Eoad,  Oldbury.  The  damage  done  is  estimated  at  several 
hundred  pounds. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

A  tablet,  in  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  John  H.  Chance  (Old- 
bury  Alkali-works),  was  unveiled  at  Smethwick  Church  by 
the  Mayor  last  Sunday. 

A  local  tramway  company  has  recently  taken  to  disinfect- 
ing their  cars  with  carbolic  acid.  So  effectively  has  it  been 
done,  that  it  has  caused  so  much  discomfort  to  passengers 
that  they  have  been  compelled  to  ride  outside. 

The  grocers,  in  their  sorrows  on  cutting,  have  approached 
Bovril  (Limited),  and  secured  a  new  list,  allowing  traders  a 
minimum  profit  of  15  per  cent,  upon  their  investments.  They 
have  not  been  able  to  make  Messrs.  Hudsons  and  others 
budge  an  inch  or  a  per  cent. 

A  young  pharmaceutical  student  has  been  the  round  of  the 
shops,  both  great  and  small,  for  6  oz.  of  solution  of 
ammonia,  and  in  not  a  siDgle  case  was  he  able  to  obtain 
the  article  of  correct  strength,  es  proved  by  analysis, 
although  he  was  careful  to  ask  for  the  B.P.  strength. 

At  the  hearing,  on  September  13,  of  a  charge  against  a  boy 
for  attempting  suicide  with  carbolic  acid,  it  was  stated  that 
he  sent  a  child  for  the  poison  tD  a  chemist's  shop,  and  the 
police-superintendent  explained  that  proceedings  were  being 
instituted  against  the  chemist.  Under  what  Act  ?  one 
wonders. 

At  the  Wedgwood  Institute  the  science  instruction 
conducted  by  the  Technical  Instruction  Committee  of  the 
Burslem  Town  Council  made  a  start  under  new  conditions. 
This  school  is  to  be  controlled  by  Mr.  M.  S.  Pickering,  B.Sc, 
F.C.S.,  who  will  have  as  assistant  Mr.  P.  I.  Haler,  B.Sc,  of 
the  Victoria  University. 

It  is  stated  that  a  pharmacist  in  this  city  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
the  low  salary  offered  at  the  General  Hospital  for  the  chief 
assistant  dispenser,  and  that  he  has  acted  upon  the  sugges- 
tion and  written  to  the  authorities  concerning  the  matter. 
The  post  lately  vacant  at  this  institution  was  obtained  by 
Miss  Newell,  pupil  of  Mr.  Peck,  the  chief  dispenser.  She 
holds  the  Apothecaries'  Society's  assistants' qualification,  and 
secured  the  berth  over  the  heads  of  several  Minors  and  one 
Major. 

Blue  Poison-bottles  Now. 

The  King's  Norton  Board  of  Guardians,  at  their  meeting  on 
September  11,  had  under  consideration  the  fatality  at 
the  Selly  Oak  Workhouse  through  a  nurse  rubbing  an  old 
woman  with  carbolic  acid  instead  of  methylated  spirit.  A 
ratepayer  had  written  twice  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
about  the  matter.  The  Chairman  stated  that  in  future  blue 
bottles  would  be  used  for  poisons,  and  the  committee 
considered  they  had  done  as  much  as  they  reasonably  could,  I 


Sudden  Death,  of  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 
At  the  Camberwell  Coroner's  Court  on  Tuesday  evening,, 
an  inquest  was  held  regarding  the  death  of  a  chemist's 
assistant,  named  Gerald  Hampton,  of  Coplestone  Road,. 
Dulwich.  Evidence  was  given  to  the  effect  that  a  short 
time  ago  deceased  had  a  fall  from  his  bicycle,  and  had  com- 
plained of  pains  in  his  head  ever  since.  The  medical' 
evidence  showed  that  death  was  due  to  heart  disease,  and- 
the  jury  found  a  verdict  accordingly. 

The  Foreman's  Suggestion. 
At  Redditch  on  September  7  an  inquiry  was  held  into  the- 
circumstances  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Herbert  Richard  Lloyd,  a- 
Birmingham  architect  and  surveyor.  The  evidence  of  the 
widow  was  to  the  effect  that  she  administered  to  deceased  a- 
quantity  of  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  a  draught  prescribed 
by  Dr.  Rutter.  The  accident  occurred  through  the  usual 
mistake  in  the  bottles.  Pure  carbolic  acid  had  been 
previously  used  by  deceased  for  inhalation  purposes,  and  it 
was  contained  in  a  blue  corrugated  poison-bottle.  A  fresh 
supply  had  been  obtained  on  the  night  of  the  fatality  from 
Mr.  John  Thornton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Redditch,  and 
it  is  presumed  that  the  servant  had  placed  the  new  bottle — 
which  was  non-corrugated — amongst  the  other  medicine- 
bottles.  The  bottle  was  the  same  in  size  and  shape  as  that 
containing  the  draught,  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  used  the  carbolic  acid 
without  looking  at  the  label — with  fatal  results.  An  ounce 
of  Epsom  salts,  followed  by  the  whites  of  twelve  eggs  mixed 
with  warm  water,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  sweet  oil,  were 
administered  as  antidotes,  but  deceased  died  before  the 
arrival  of  the  medical  men  who  were  sent  for.  Mr.  Thornton, 
in  his  evidence,  said,  in  supplying  those  poisons  which  were 
used  as  medicines,  it  was  customary  in  the  trade  to  put  them 
in  ordinary  plain,  colourless  bottles  if  required  for  internal 
use,  and  in  corrugated  coloured  bottles  if  required  for 
outward  application.  The  foreman  and  several  of  the  jury- 
men appealed  to  the  Coroner  (Mr.  E.  Docker)  to  make  a 
representation  to  the  proper  authorities,  urging  the  need  of 
a  law  being  framed  to  compel  chemists  to  always  use 
coloured  corrugated  bottles  for  supplying  poisons  to  the 
public,  in  order  that  they  might  be  easily  distinguished  both 
by  sight  and  by  touch.  The  foreman  also  urged  that  all 
bottles  containing  poison  should  be  closed  with  screw 
stoppers,  as  an  additional  safeguard.  The  Coroner  said  he 
would  bring  the  matter  before  the  proper  authorities.  In 
regard  to  Mr.  Thornton,  the  chemist,  he  had  followed, 
however,  the  usual  custom,  and  had  met  all  the  legal 
requirements  ;  but  he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  law 
should  insist  upon  the  use  of  distinctive  bottles  for  the  sale 
of  poisons.  The  best  suggestion  that  he  had  heard  was  that 
of  the  foreman  of  the  jury  as  to  the  use  of  screw-stoppered 
bottles.  This  would  provide  a  valuable  safeguard.  The  jury,, 
in  returning  a  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure,  exonerated 
Mrs.  Lloyd  from  blame,  which  could  only  be  laid  upon  the 
defective  law  as  regarded  the  sale  of  poisons. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 
The  fatalities  from  poisoning  during  the  past  week  have 
been  eleven  in  number.  Of  these  spirit  of  salt  is  responsible 
for  three,  phosphorus  (from  match-heads)  for  one,  and 
ptomaines  for  another.  A  large  number  of  children 
assembled  at  Tilbury  Fort  for  sports  were  suddenly  taken  ill 
on  September  13,  twenty  seriously,  and  ptomaines  are 
suspected  in  this  case  also.  Amongst  the  scheduled  poisons- 
oxalic  acid  and  carbolic  acid  caused  two  deaths  each, 
chlorodyne  and  morphine  one  each.  The  carbolic  acid  in  one 
case  was  taken  in  mistake  for  medicine  by  a  Liverpool 
wheelwright.  It  was  ascertained  at  the  inquest  that  the 
carbolic  acid  had  been  supplied  by  a  chemist  in  an  ordinary 
bottle,  and  the  Coroner  (Mr.  T.  E.  Sampson)  urged  that 
carbolic  acid  should  always  be  supplied  in  poison-bottles. 
In  reply  it  was  stated  that  customers  usually  brought  their 
own  bottles,  but  the  Coroner  remarked  that  it 
would  be  well  if  chemists  refused  to  supply  the  acid 
in  any  but  poison- bottles.  At  an  inquest  held  at 
Liverpool  on  an  Aintree  woman  named  McGuinness  the 
evidence  showed  that  deceased,  who  was  suffering  from 
consumption,  had  been  prescribed  a  sleeping-draught  con- 
taining morphine  by  her  medical  attendant.  Of  this  she 
I  took  an  overdose,  and  died  from  mcrphine-poisoning.  The 
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bottle  was  not  labelled  "  Poison,"  and  the  jury,  in  returning 
a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure,  added  that  it  would 
have  been  advisable  bad  the  bottle  been  so  labelled.  Several 
attempts  at  suicide  are  recorded.  A  boy  named  Keeling, 
living  at  Ladywood,  Dear  Birmingham,  was  charged  with 
attempting  suicide  with  carbolic  acid.  It  was  stated  in 
evidence  that  accused  had  sent  a  diminutive  youDgster  to  a 
chemist's  shop  for  twopennyworth  of  the  acid,  and  after 
swallowing  the  poison  he  bscame  unconscious,  and  was 
attended  by  a  doctor.  The  boy  pleaded  that  he  took  it  in 
mistake,  and  was  discharged.  After  stating  that  she 
wanted  to  die,  the  wife  of  a  Moieley  fishmonger,  named 
Wahon,  drank  a  quantity  of  lysol.  The  administration  of 
an  emetic  saved  her  life,  and  she  was  charged  at  King's 
Heath  Police  Court,  on  September  13,  with  attempting  to 
commit  suicide.  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Johnston  stated  that  lysol  was 
not  a  poison  unless  taken  in  large  quantities.  Accused  was 
discharged  into  the  care  of  her  husband.  Three  other 
woald-be  suicides  tried  oxalic  acid,  and  one  carbolic  acid, 
while  another  tried  laudanum. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  has  not  yet  replied  to  the  official  request 
that  he  should  withdraw  his  resignation  of  his  seat  on  the 
Counc  1,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  he  will  continue 
to  serve. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Belfast,  and  Mr.  Brittain,  of  Drog- 
heda,  are  not  seeking  re-election  to  the  Council,  and  their 
places  will  be  filled  at  the  annual  meeting  on  Monday, 
Ojtobar  7,  which  is  likely  to  be  a  lively  affair. 

Id  is  announced  that  the  post  of  lecturer  on  theoretical 
chemistry  and  physics  in  the  Pharmaceutical  School  of 
Chemistry  is  now  vacant.  Applications  for  the  position 
should  be  lodged  with  Mr.  A.  T.  Ferrall,  Registrar,  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  not  later  than  September  25. 

Business  Change. 

A  new  melical  hall  has  been  opaned  in  Glebe  Street, 
Balliuro'je,  co.  Mayo,  under  the  title  of  "  Birmingham's 
Medical  Hall." 

Medicine  Empties. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Claremorris  Union,  on  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Maguire,  a  minute  was  made  calling  on 
the  proprietors  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin,  contractors 
for  medicines,  to  send  to  each  dispensary  doctor  in  the 
Union  a  statement  of  the  empties  claimed  from  each  dis- 
pensary, and  for  which  the  contractors  were  now  demanding 
paym  3  nt  from  the  Guardians. 

Trusses  Wanted  Quickly. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Waterford  Board  of  Guardians 
a  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Vincent  White  asking  permission 
to  order  trusses  from  local  chemists,  as  the  two  days'  delay 
in  getting  them  from  the  contractors  was  most  dangerous 
to  the  patients.  The  Clerk  said  that  the  Guardians  tried 
that  before,  and  the  Local  Government  Board  stated  that 
they  had  no  objection  provided  that  two  conditions  were 
fulfilled — viz.,  that  they  be  got  as  cheap  from  the  local  firm 
as  from  the  contractors,  and  also  that  the  latter  had  no 
objection.  If  the  Guardians  paid  a  higher  figure  than  the 
contract-price  they  would  be  surcharged.  On  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Cashen,  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  sanction  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Dr. 
White. 

"Weak  Tincture  of  Guaiacum. 
At  the  Castlerea  Board  of  Guardians'  meeting  lasi  week  the 
Clark  read  a  Local  Government  Board  letter  requesting  that 


the  medicine-contractor  of  the  Union  be  called  on  for  an 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  great  deficiency  of  alcohol  in 
the  sample  of  tr.  guaiaci  ammonia^a  unfavourably  reported  on 
by  the  analyst.  The  letter  further  stated  that  the  quantity 
of  the  drug  in  stock  at  the  Castleplunket  Dispensary  should 
be  returned  to  the  contractor,  and  a  fresh  supply  of  standard 
quality  obtained  in  lieu  thereof.  The  contractor,  said  the 
Local  Government  Board,  should  also  be  required  to  supply 
a  better  class  of  corks  in  future.  The  Clerk  explained  that 
the  contractors  had  already  done  what  was  required  when 
they  got  back  what  was  found  deficient. 

Drugs  and  Tickets  Compared. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  Omagh  Union  a 
report  of  a  committee  was  read  which  contained  the 
following  : — 

We  have  examined  the  doctor's  books,  and  have  observed  tha  t 
only  sixteen  tickets  for  medical  relief  were  presented  to  Dr. 
Hunter  last  month,  while  the  cost  of  the  last  supply  of  medicines 
to  his  dispensary  was  151.  10s.  5d.  The  number  of  tickets  in 
Dromore  Dispensary  district  was  fifty,  cost  of  medicines,  61.  3s.  ; 
Drumquin,  twenty-four  tickets,  cost  of  medicines,  21.  18s.  4(2.  ; 
Sixmilecross,  thirty-two  tickets,  cost  of  medicines,  Zl.  3s.  Id. 

The  Board  decided  that  Dr.  Hunter  should  be  asked  to 
explain  these  anomalous  figures. 

Sale  of  Shares. 

In  the  Dublin  Stock  Exchange  on  September  16,  some  51. 
debenture  shares  of  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson 
(Limited),  pharmacists,  Dublin,  changed  hands  at  4Z.  each. 

Nearly  Poisoned. 

A  child  named  Haycroft,  4|  years  of  age,  an  inmate  of 
the  Mallow  Workhouse,  picked  up  a  bottle  containing 
creosote  and  drank  the  contents.  Piompt  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  infirmary  nurse  and  the  medical  officer  saved 
the  child's  life. 

Fire. 

On  September  16  a  fire  occurred  in  the  North  Dispensary, 
Shandon  Street,  Cork,  caused,  it  is  believed,  by  the  ignition 
of  some  chemicals  drying  before  a  fire.  The  dispenser  (Mr. 
Lee),  aided  by  neighbours,  kept  the  flames  in  check  until  the 
arrival  of  the  fire-brigade,  and  what  threatened  to  be  a  very 
serious  outbreak  was  soon  extinguished.  A  considerable 
stock  of  drugs  was  destroyed. 

Renewing  the  Stock. 

The  Local  Government  Bmrd  have  issued  a  circular  to 
Poor-law  Unions  in  Ireland  directing  attention  to  the  fact 
that  medicines  should  be  renewed  every  three  months, 
beyond  which  time  they  are  apt  to  deteriorate.  It  is  further 
pointed  out  that  a  more  correct  estimate  of  the  quantity  of 
drugs  required  during  the  year  can  be  anived  at  quarterly 
than  if  allowed  to  run  on  for  a  more  extended  period. 

Analyst  Appointsd. 

Professor  Tichborne,  Councillor  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  has  bean  appointed  analyst  to  the  Cashel  Union  at 
a  salary  of  101.  a  year. 

Arsenical  Poisoning. 

On  September  17  Coroner  de  Courcey  held  an  inquest  at 
Limerick  on  the  body  of  James  Kerley,  cattle-dealer,  who 
died  the  previous  evening  from  the  effects  of  poison.  Mr. 
George  Trowsdell,  assistant  in  the  drug-department  of 
Messrs.  J.  &  G.  Boyd,  William  Street,  Limerick,  state!  that 
deceased  purchased  from  him  a  6d.  bottle  of  butyr  of  anti- 
mony and  3  oz.  of  arsenic,  which  he  said  were  for  the  purpose 
of  curing  a  scald  on  a  cow.  Witness  knew  deceased  to  be  a 
cattle-dealer.  Witness  made  an  entry  to  the  effect  that 
deceased  had  received  the  drugs  mentioned,  and  obtained 
the  signature  of  deceased  for  same.  It  is  conjectured  that 
deceased  took  an  overdose  of  arsenic,  being  worried  over 
some  cheque  transaction. 
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Scotcb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestir  g 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Changes. 

Mayor's  Drug  Company  have  closed  the  branch-shop  at 
13  Grant  Street,  Inverness,  which  they  opened  some  time 
ago. 

Mr.  David  Mathewson,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
assistant  with  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh, 
has  opened  a  pharmacy  at  Biackhall. 

Personal. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist,  Arbroath,  sailed 
on  September  14  for  Montreal,  in  the  endeavour  to  push  his 
fortune  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Mr.  Stewart  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Robertson  &  Tytler,  West 
Port,  Arbroath,  and  was  for  over  four  years  with  Messrs. 
Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  of  Edinburgh.  He  then  returned 
to  Arbroath,  and  during  the  past  twelve  months  has  been 
senior  dispenser  with  Messrs.  Robertson  &  Tytler. 

Poisoning. 

On  September  16  a  woman  named  Patterson,  living  in 
Govan,  committed  suicide  by  drinking  a  quantity  of  spirit 
of  salt. 

A  woman  named  Sarah  Gartland,  wife  of  a  road-surface- 
man in  Denny,  has  been  poisoned  with  oxalic  acid,  dying 
after  nine  hours'  illness.  The  woman  took  the  powder  in 
mistake  for  a  medicine. 

Pharmacist  and  Professor. 

Mr.  H.  Bellyse  Baildon,  M.A.  (Cantab.),  Ph.D.  (Freiberg), 
has  been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  English  Literature  in 
Dundee  University  College,  in  succession  to  Professor  W.  S. 
McCormick,  now  Secretary  of  the  Carnegie  Trust  Fund. 
Mr.  Baildon  is  a  former  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland,  and  was  subsequently  a 
member  of  the  Council.  He  was  in  business  as  a  phar- 
macist in  Edinburgh  until  he  disposed  of  it  to  Mr.  Robert 
Aitken  fully  ten  years  ago. 

Public  Notice. 

It  is  publicly  announced  that  all  claims  against  the  late 
Mr.  Alexander  Crichton,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  151  Great 
Junction  Street,  Leith,  must  be  lodged  with  the  executrix, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Crichton,  1  Summerfleld  Place,  Leith,  before 
October  5.  All  debts  to  the  deceased  are  requested  to  be 
paid  within  the  same  time. 

A  Photographic  Chemist. 
At  the  annual  midsummer  competition  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Falkirk  Amateur  Photographic  Associa- 
tion last  week,  the  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  R.  Sinclair, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Falkirk,  for  his  set  of  prints. 

Golf. 

The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club  held  their  autumn 
holiday  competition  at  Dunbar,  on  Monday,  September  16, 
with  the  following  results  : — Hon.  President's  prize,  Mr  A  J 
Dey,  104—24  =  80;  2nd  prize,  Dr.  Sharp,  100—15  =  85;  3rd 
prize,  Mr.  Wm.  Lyon,  100—10  =  90.  There  was  a  good  turn 
out,  arid  the  weather  was  delightful.  Dr.  Sharp  becomes 
the  holder  of  the  Gibson  Handicap  medal  for  the  year  with 
the  lowest  aggregate  of  252  for  three  scores,  and  receives 
the  gold  pendant.  This  finishes  the  competitions  for  the 
year. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club  also  held  an  autumn 
competition  on  the  Dunbar  course  the  same  day,  there  being 
a  good  turn-out  of  members.  The  results  were.'as  follows  : — 
1st  prize  and  Dick  medal,  John  Jas.  Sutherland,  with  a 
scratch  score  of  82 ;  2nd  prize,  A.  C.  Aitken,  85  (scratch)  ; 
3rd  prize,  G.  H.  Clarke,  99—9  =  90 ;  and  4th  prize,  J.  A  Gray, 
91  +  2  =  93. 


jfrencb  Iftews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Democratic  Chemist. — The  President  of  the  new 
political  group  formed  last  week  (the  "  Alliance  Republicaine 
Democrate  ")  is  M.  Adolphe  Carnot,  professor  of  chemistry 
at  the  Paris  School  of  Mines,  member  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  brother  of  the  late  President  of  the  Republic. 

Inspection  of  Pharmacies.— Another  writer  in  the  Phar- 
macie  Laborieuse  relates  how,  in  his  apprentice  days,  he  had 
an  employer  who  committed  suicide  because  during  inspec- 
tion a  bottle  of  syrup  had  been  seized  in  his  officine  under 
the  pretext  that  it  had  been  prepared  without  a  prescription, 
a  number  referring  to  a  previous  prescription  having  been 
given.  These  complaints  of  the  merciless  character  of  in- 
spections form  a  refreshing  contrast  to  the  usual  cry  that 
"  inspection  in  France  is  a  mere  farce." 

La  Grande  Chartreuse. — Another  subject  that  occu- 
pies much  space  in  the  daily  Press  just  now  is  the  departure 
(not  really  decided)  of  the  Chartreux  monks  from  the  famous 
monastery  on  account  of  the  new  law  regarding  associations. 
We  learn,  among  other  matters,  that  the  famous  liqueur, 
manufactured  since  1840,  brings  in  60,0002.  to  70,0002. 
yearly  to  the  French  Excise.  It  appears  that  the  monks 
ceded  the  sale  of  the  liqueur  to  a  lay  company  a  few  months 
ago,  but  the  monks  still  prepare  it  themselves  and  keep  the 
secret. 

Mineral  Waters. — No  fewer  than  1,597  mineral-water 
springs  are  now  registered  in  France,  as  against  416  in  1870 
and  860  in  1885.  The  Academy  of  Medicine  has  decided 
that  in  future  "each  spring  will  be  sampled  at  spring  time 
and  in  the  autumn  yearly  for  analysis.  The  composition  of 
the  waters  appears  to  vary  from  time  to  time.  For  example, 
the  Dona-Elerra  water,  which  was  alkaline,  became  suddenly 
sulphurous  after  a  slight  earthquake  had  taken  place  in  the 
vicinity.  Dufrenoy  a  hundred  years  ago  found  75  grammes 
of  salt  per  litre  in  the  Sougraignes  water,  while  M.  A. 
Gautier's  recent  analyses  show  7  to  13  grammes  only  in  the 
same  volume. 

The  Czar's  Visit. — Every  patriotic  Frenchman  has 
naturally  been  racking  his  brains  for  means  to  render  the 
Czar's  visit  agreeable  and  successful.  M.  Emile  Gautier, 
who  so  often  contributes  to  the  Parisian  daily  Press  popular 
articles  on  chemical  and  scientific  matters,  gives  in  the 
Journal  (a  leading  morning  Paris  paper)  two  columns  of 
arguments  and  illustrations  in  favour  of  the  "  petrolage  "  of 
the  review-ground  at  Rheims.  By  this  system  of  watering 
the  ground  with  paraffin  (used  with  great  success  in  the 
U.S.A.,  he  says)  the  dust  raised  by  140,000  troops  might 
be  avoided.  Russian  petroleum,  he  delicately  adds,  should 
be  exclusively  used.  "  Do  not  fear,"  he  concludes,  "  that 
the  august  nostrils  of  Nicholas  II.  could  be  offended  by  the 
perfume  of  Baku  petroleum,  for  will  he  not  quickly  recognise 
the  odour  of  his  own  country  ?  " 

A  Remarkable  Cable. — Our  New  York  contemporaries 
state  that  a  cabled  message  received  there  from  Paris 
announces  the  opening  of  a  splendid  up-to-date  drug-store  in 
Paris  by  Miss  Imogen  Wallack,  who  in  order  to:have  the  right 
to  open  up  a  pharmacy  in  France's  capital,  went  there, 
studied  for  a  year,  passed  the  examinations,  and  became  a 
legalised  "  pharmacienne."  The  establishment  is  said  to  be 
"  sumptuously  installed  in  modern  style  with  gay  furnishings. 
Six  male  assistants  are  kept  busy,  Miss  Wallack  having  met 
with  instantaneous  success."  Our  Paris  correspondent  knows 
the  pharmacies  of  the  city  as  intimately  as  most  people,  but  so 
far  he  has  been  unable  to  discover  this  enterprising  American. 
The  internal  evidence  of  the  cabled  message  rather  discounts 
the  "  news,"  as  it  is  now  necessary  for  those  who  wish  to 
qualify  pharmaceutically  in  France  to  begin  at  the  begin- 
ning, taking  the  B.A.  and  so  on,  all  of  which  covers  seven 
years  or  more. 

Serious  Explosion  in  a  Pharmacy. — One  of  the  largest 
pharmacies  at  Avignon,  owned  by  M.  Bouyac,  was  partly 
devastated  a  few  days  ago  by  an  explosion.  The  cause  of  the 
accident,  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  were 
materially  the  same  as  have  often  been  related.  Possibly  it  was 
to  some  extent  the  tardy  retribution  of  carelessness.    One  of 
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the  assistants  (M.  Joseph  Eobert)  was  engaged  in  emptying 
a  carboy  of  benzine  in  the  basement  under  the  pharmacy, 
and  the  naked  flame  of  a  small  lamp  placed  all  too  con- 
veniently near  caused  the  trouble.  M.  Robert  was  seriously 
injured,  but  was  fortunately  able  to  reach  the  street, 
and  was  quickly  conveyed  to  a  hospital.  Meanwhile  the 
force  of  the  explosion  had  caused  serious  havoc  in  the 
pharmacy  upstairs.  The  windows  were  blown  out,  and  the 
bottles  and  carboys,  together  with  a  great  part  of  the  stock, 
formed  a  "  pharmaceutical  salad  "  such  as  is,  fortunately,  but 
rarely  seen.  M.  Bouyac  himself  and  another  gentleman 
who  was  in  the  pharmacy  were  lucky  enough  to  escape,  but 
the  two  leading  assistants,  MM.  Tessier  and  Germain,  were 
injured  by  falliDg  glass.  The  commotion  was  terrific,  and  it 
seemed  as  though  the  house  was  shaken  to  its  foundations. 
Within  a  minute  after  the  event  the  damaged  pharmacists 
were  got  out  into  the  street,  and  forked  flames  were  fighting 
their  way  up  the  cellar  stairs.  Then  with  commmendable 
alacrity  the  fire  brigade  began  to  pour  in  torrents  of  water 
on  the  flames,  while  the  police  and  gendarmes  kept  a  pressing 
and  inquisitive  crowd  back,  as  the  cellar  contained  a  stock 
of  explosive  liquids.  An  hour  later,  when  the  firemen  had 
done  their  work  and  the  smoke  had  cleared  away,  M.  Bouyac 
was  able  to  make  some  estimate  of  his  losses,  which  are 
very  considerable.  Enquiries  at  the  hospital  elicited  the 
news  that  M.  Robert  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

How  it  is  Done  in  France. — "  Xrayser  "  referred  in  a 
recent  number  to  the  clever  brochure  (largely  distributed  at 
the  1900  Exhibition  in  the  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical 
Gallery)  in  which  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  du  Nord  present 
a  soi-disant  history  of  pharmacy,  concluding  with  a  gushing 
notice  of  their  own  establishment.  The  usual  style  is,  how- 
ever, more  prosaic,  but  the  price-lists  that  lie  in  the  cash- 
desk  of  the  cutting  pharmacy  are  often  bulky.  One  which 
lies  before  me  as  I  write  contains  70  pages,  the  cover  being 
adorned  as  usual  with  a  view  of  the  pharmacy  and  an 
announcement  of  the  very  reduced  character  of  its  prices. 
The  principal  medicaments  are  listed  alphabetically,  and 
priced  by  weight  from  30  gr.  (1  oz.)  to  2  lbs.  (1  kilo.). 
Capsules,  pills,  and  proprietary  articles,  compressed  tablets, 
surgical  dressings,  elastic  stockings,  and  mineral  waters 
follow.  A  tariff  is  given  for  analyses  of  urine,  water,  &c. 
In  the  case  of  proprietary  articles  a  double  column  is  used, 
in  the  familiar  English  style,  and  even  the  suburban 
deliveries  recall  Whiteley  and  Shoolbred.  One  feature  is  a 
few  pages  in  Eogli-h  (excellent  English  for  a  French  com- 
mercial circular,  by  the  way),  in  which  the  virtues  of  sundry 
preparations  are  insisted  on.  I  venture  to  quote  from  this 
the  headirjg  and  a  passage  re  the  prescription  depart- 
ment : — 

English  and  American  Department— List  of  pharmaceutical 
preparations  and  specially  selected  requisites  for  the  household 
toilet,  nursery,  and  voyage,  prepared  by  The  Grande  Pharmacie, 
13  Place  du  Havre.  Dispensing  Department.— Special  attention 
is  paid  to  the  compounding  of  physicians'  and  surgeons'  prescrip- 
kj°"8'  Tlle  directors  have  the  honour  of  inviting  the  attention  of 
their  English  and  American  customers  to  the  system  adopted  in 
this  important  department  of  pharmacy.  The  purity  of  all  drugs 
and  chemicals  with  which  medicines  are  compounded.  The 
efficiency  of  qualified  assistants  employed,  who  are  provided  with 
every  facility  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  An  exact 
copy  of  every  prescription  is  registered  whereby  a  reference 
however  remote  the  date,  can  always  be  obtained  by  simply 
quoting  the  number  of  the  register.  The  punctual  delivery  of 
medicines  within  a  radius  of  3  kilometres  of  the  establishment. 
±ne  use  of  bottles  of  different  shapes  and  construction  whereby 
those  containing  potent  and  concentrated  medicines,  or  remedies 
for  external  use  are  strongly  contrasted,  thus  preventing  all 
possibility  of  error.  6 

Illustrated  Posters  are  evidently  less  suitable  for 
advertising  strictly  pharmaceutical  articles,  yet  now  and 
then  a  striking  one  has  been  noted  in  these  pages.  Medicated 
wines  and  beverages  take  the  lead  in  this  particular  line  ;  in 
fact,  one  of  the  biggest  pictorial  posters  which  have  ever 
appeared  on  Paris  hoardings  was  got  up  for  the  Yin  Desiles 
and  another,  representing  Queen  Victoria  and  Kruger, 
appeared  at  the  commencement  of  the  Transvaal  war  to 
advertise  a  medicament.  The  latest  pharmaceutical  pictorial 
poster  is  an  object-lesson  which  temperance  people  greet 
with  pleasure.  Like  the  "moral  pocket-handkerchief,"  its 
tale  is  forcibly  told,  and  especially  appeals  to  the  "  man  in 
the  street. '    On  the  left  Death  lays  his  hand  on  the  shoulder 


of  the  terrified  absinthe-drinker ;  on  the  right  a  hale  and 
hearty  individual  quaffs  the  kola-wine  advertised  under  the 
approving  glance  of  a  beautiful  female  vision  typifying  Love. 
The  paintings  of  G.  F.  Watts,  R.A.,  are  not  more  symbolical 
and  impressive.  I  may,  while  on  this  subject,  just  notice 
the  very  handsome  poster  which  Blanche  Leigh,  the  soap 
and  toilet  specialist,  has  just  had  placed  in  most  of  the 
Paris  railway  stations ;  and  a  plainer  but  conspicuous 
advertisement  displayed  by  Babbett  (the  American  soap- 
maker)  on  the  Paris  hoardings.  This  last,  by  the  way,  I 
noticed  uses  the  word  "  livre  "  (lb.),  which  is  strictly  illegal 
in  this  metric  country.  It  is  not  so  very  long  since  the 
authorities  gave  several  pharmaciens  a  hint  that  this  word 
must  at  once  disappear  from  their  printed  price-lists  or 
proceedings  would  be  taken.  Your  Paris  housewife  may 
discuss  viva  voce  with  the  coster  how  many  "  sous  "  she  will 
give  for  a  "  livre  "  of  fruit,  but  the  coster's  barrow  must  bear 
the  notice  "centimes  le  demi-kilo."  if  he  wishes  to  avoid  a 
"  contravention  "  the  first  time  he  meets  a  member  of  the 
police-force.  It  may  interest  British  confreres  to  know  that 
the  most  popular  of  English  pills  (Dr.  Blaud's)  is  still 
extensively  advertised  in  France. 


Pharmacy  at  BouIogne=sur=Mer. 

A  correspondent  writes  : — Having  an  hour  to  spare  in  thi3 
agreeable  Anglo-French  seaside  resort,  I  inquired  if  an  English 
pharmacy  existed  in  the  town,  and  was  directed  to  Mr.  Parsons, 
rue  Victor  Hugo.    I  was  sorry  not  to  have  seen  the  proprietor 
himself,  for  the  experience  and  opinions  of  an  English  pharmacist 
who  has  taken  the  French  pharmaceutical  diploma  at  the  Lille 
Mixed  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  and  has  been  at 
Boulogne  some  twenty  years,  would  be  worth  hearing.  However, 
the  pharmacy  was  interesting  in  itself.     Thoroughly  English 
and  totally  distinctive  in  appearance  from  the  French  pharmacies 
(most  of  which,  as  one  might  expect,  exhibit  the  inscription 
"English  chemist,"  or  the  like),  Mr.  Parsons's  is  one  of  the  best 
specimens  of  it3  class.    I  only  wish  I  could  say  that  half  our 
chemists'  shops  at  home  are  as  bright  and  neat.    Counter  show- 
cases of  toilet  sundries,  window-goods,  and  carboys,  chromo-show- 
cards  of  Elliman's  embrocation  and  Pears' soap,  and  the  hundred- 
and-one  details  familiar  to  all  of  us  at  home,  but  rarely  found  in 
a  French  pharmacy,  were  there.    All  seemed  rather  to  indicate  a 
pharmacy  fitted  up  yesterday  than  twenty  years  ago.    As  to  the 
assistant,  his  French  and  English  were  both  so  remarkably  good 
that  I  left  the  place  undecided  as  to  his  real  nationality  ;  and  his 
ability  of  serving  three  customers  at  a  time  was  an  object-lesson. 
"  Some  iodine  ?     Exactly.    You  don't  know  how  much,  nor  what 
for?    Wait  a  moment!"    This  to  a  groom.    The  lady  in  the 
carriage  outside  soon  gave  the  desired  information.    Then  a 
French  private  infantry  soldier  in  "campaign-dress" — bound  for 
the  manoeuvres,  one  of  the  140,0C0  to  defile  before  the  Czar,  he 
said,  and  a  fine  fellow  enough — struck  in  with  a  "  Busy,  as  usual  ?  " 
"  Quite  so  ;  we  should  always  like  to  be,"  was  the  cheery  reply,  as 
he  was  handed  a  packet  of  some  proprietary  article,  and  disap- 
peared.   So  it  went  on. 

I   was  also  lucky   enough  to   run   across   M.  Jomin,  the 
French  pharmacist,  in  the  rue  Adolphe  Thiers,  who  has  long  been 
President  of  the  local  Syndicate — Boulogne  has  a  Pharmaceutical 
Syndicate  of  its  own — from  whom  I  gathered  some  interesting 
information.    The  season  at  Boulogne  has  been  a  very  fair  one, 
though  it  is  a  "  horribly  healthy  "  place  for  a  pharmacist  to  do 
business.    There  are  two  English  medical  men,  Dr.  Carr  and  Dr. 
Philip.    The  permanent  English  colony,  however,  has  of  late 
years  shown  a  tendency  to  diminish.    This,  I  believe,  is  specially 
the  case  at  Capecure,  a  bathing  suburb,  very  popular  with  our 
fellow-countrymen.    The  visitors  seem  to  have  gone  away  earlier 
than  usual  this  year,  but  some  good  people  have  lately  arrived. 
Trippers  by  La  Marguerite,  &c,  are  little  good  to  pharmacists, 
though  they  may  occasionally  want  a  pick-me-up  or  seidlitz- 
powder.    Although  the  supply  of  pharmacists  iu  Boulogne  is 
quite  equal  to  the  demand  (there  are  nineteen  in  the  town  itself, 
besides  many  in  adjoining  places),  cordial  relations  are  the  order 
of  the  day.    The  local  Syndicate  prosecutes  an  erring  herbalist 
now  and  then,  and  obtains  the  usual  25f.  damages  for  the  Syndi- 
cate itself,  while  the  State  pockets  the  50f.  fine,  and  the  other 
herbilists  take  warning  by  the  example.    Sixteen  out  of  the  nine- 
teen pharmacists  belong  to  the  local  Syndicate,  and  the  rest  are 
rather  indifferent  than  hostile.    One  result  of  this  mutual  good 
feeling  is  a  Sunday-closing  system,  which  one  would  gladly  see 
adopted  all  over  France.    Except  during  the  summer  bathing- 
season,  every  pharmacy  in  the  town  is  closed  from  1  P.M.  to  6  P.M. 
on  Sundays  and  fete  days.    A  notice  is  displayed  in  the  pharmacy- 
windows  indicating  to  the  public  [the  premises  (opposite  the  fire- 
engine  station)  where  medicines  can  be  obtained  between  these 
hours  in  cases  of  emergency.    This  emergency-shop  is  kept  by 
each  pharmacist  in  turn,  and,  as  there  are  fifteen  or  sixteen,  each 
does  duty  but  once  in  three  months. 
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Rhodesian  Progress.— One  of  the  latest  buildings  pro- 
jected, and  shortly  to  be  built  in  Bulawayo,  is  one  for 
Lennon  (Limited),  in  Seventh  Avenue.  The  frontage  will 
be  23  feet,  and  the  business  portion  of  the  premises  is 
comprised  in  one  large  room,  48  feet  long  by  23  feet  broad, 
with  a  height  of  14  feet. 

The  Plague. — According  to  the  official  notice  issued  by 
the  Cape  Government  on  August  28,  there  were  at  that  date 
only  eleven  case3  of  plague  in  the  hospital  at  Uitvlught, 
three  being  European.  Eighty-nine  contacts  remained, 
however,  under  observation.  At  Port  Elizabeth  some  twenty 
cases  were  in  hospital,  including  one  European,  while  there 
were  fifty  contacts  under  observation. 

Orange  River  Colony  Patents. — Henry  Carl  Conrad 
Hinze,  of  Cape  Town,  has  applied  to  the  Legal  Adviser  to 
the  Administrator  of  the  above  Colony  for  a  patent  covering 
"  Invention  for  curing  malarial  and  other  fevers."  This  is 
the  first  patent  application  for  the  new  colony  that  we  have 
had  occasion  to  note,  and  we  observe  that  such  applications 
are  dealt  with  under  Article  6,  Chapter  112,  of  the  Law- 
book. 

No  Foreigners  Wanted. — The  South  African  Review, 
a  Cape  Town  weekly,  in  its  review  of  the  Colonial  Medical's 
report  for  1900,  questions  if  foreigners  should  be  allowed 
into  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  practising  on  the  same 
footing  as  British  medical  men.  The  S.A.R.  declares  that 
the  average  British  doctor  in  the  interior  is  a  man  of 
influence,  and  a  good  set-off  against  the  disloyal  predikant 
(Dutch  parson),  and  that  therefore  the  importation  of 
foreign  doctors  should  be  discouraged,  as  they  are  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  best  interests  of  the  Empire. 


Colonial  anb  Jforelgn  IFlews* 

Austrian  Ways  with  Specialities. — By  an  order  of 
the  Ministries  of  the  Interior,  Finance  and  Commerce  dated 
August  27,  the  importation  into  Austria  of  "  Oxydonor 
Victory,"  " Panoxora,"  and  "Animator"  as  panaceas  is 
forbidden. 

Gayetty's  Paper. — In  July,  1900,  Judge  Andrews,  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  Sfate  of  New  York,  granted  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  Diamond  Mills  Paper  Company  and 
Harry  K.  Gayetty  from  using  a  label  on  toilet-paper  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  Gayetty's.  This  order  has  now  been 
confirmed  by  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

Sulphur  in  Alaska. — A  large  deposit  of  sulphur  has 
been  found  on  the  Skeena  River,  British  Columbia.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Puget  Sound  country,  and  possibly 
the  entire  Pacific  Coast,  will  hereafter  be  supplied  from  this 
source.  A  number  of  Victoria  men  have  secured  control  of 
the  deposit,  and  are  perfecting  arrangements  to  ship  the 
product  to  Victoria  and  other  Sound  ports. 

Higher  Customs  Tariff  for  Holland. — The  Queen  of 
Holland's  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  States-General  at  the 
Hague  this  week  bristles  with  many  schemes  of  social  reform. 
To  permit  of  such  reform  being  carried  out  it  is  proposed, 
first  of  all,  to  revise  the  customs  tariffs,  which  would  at  the 
same  time  be  turned  to  account  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting 
the  industry  of  the  country.  The  Consular  system  is  also  to 
be  adapted  more  than  formerly  to  the  interests  of  agricul- 
ture, industry,  and  commerce.  A  Bill  on  administrative 
procedure  wili  be  subm  t':ed. 

International  Congress  of  Physiology. — At  the  fifth 
International  Congress,  opened  at  Turin  on  September  17, 
Sir  Michael  Foster  was  appointed  perpetual  honorary  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Bowditch,  professor  of  physiology  at  Harvard 
Medical  School,  was  elected  President  of  the  Congress,  and 
Professor  Chauveau  (of  Paris),  Vice-President.  Telegrams 
were  sent  to  Queen  Margherita  of  Italy  thanking  her  for  the 
impulse  she  had  given  to  science  by  the  gift  of  the  splendid 
physiological  laboratory  on  Monte  Rosa,  and  to  Signor  Nasi, 
Italian  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  thanking  him  for  the 
grant  of  3.000L  to  the  laboratory. 


Export-duty  on  Sesamum  and  other  Seeds.  —  A 
Portuguese  royal  decree  has  been  issued  providing  that 
sesamum  seed,  and  other  oleaginous  seeds  and  substances 
shall  pay  duty  on  exportation  from  the  province  of  Mozam- 
bique at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  ad  valorem  when  destined 
for  Portuguese  ports,  and  of  4  per  cent,  ad  valorem  when 
destined  for  foreign  ports. 

New  Zealand  Customs'  Decisions.  —  The  following 
decisions,  dated  July  3,  have  been  given  by  the  Customs  of 
New  Zealand : — 

Carbolic  acid  or  phenol,  liquid  or  in  crystals,  in  bottles  of  £  lb. 
or  over  (as  carbolic  acid  in  bulk),  free ;  carbolic  acid  or  phenol, 
liquid  or  in  crystals,  in  bottles  of  less  than  £  lb.  (as  drugs  and 
druggists'  sundries,  not  otherwise  enumerated),  15  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  pill-boxes  of  wood  (as  druggists'  sundries, not  otherwise 
enumerated),  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  Piper's  poison  cheese  (as 
insecticides),  free;  "  Vinette  "  used  with  aniline  dyes  in  colouring 
leather  (as  articles  suited  and  intended  only  for  use  in  manufac- 
tures within  the  Colony),  free. 

New  French  Cargo  Line.— Messrs.  Marot  et  Cie.,  of 
De  Soysa's  Buildings,  Ceylon,  have  been  appointed  agents  of 
the  Chargeurs  Reunis,  in  connection  with  a  new  steamship 
service  to  Indo-Ohina.  The  company  has  a  capital  of 
12,500,000f.,  and  has  existing  services  to  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  and  between  South-east  Africa  and  Madagascar ;  also 
from  Havre  and  Dunkirk  to  South  America.  The  first 
steamer  for  the  East  starts  from  Dunkirk  on  September  25 
— calling  regularly  at  the  chief  French  ports — and  is  due  at 
Colombo  one  month  later.  The  service  will  be  monthly, 
and  will  be  for  cargo  and  for  deck  and  third-class  passengers 
only. 

Spanish  Quicksilver. — The  output  of  this  metal  from 
the  Almaden  mines  fell  off  considerably  during  1900,  the 
deficit  being  attributed  to  commercial  and  financial  reasons, 
says  the  German  Consul  at  Madrid.  Other  less  important 
Spanish  mines  also  show  a  decrease,  owing  to  the  ore  being 
of  a  poorer  character.    The  production  was  as  follows  : — 


1900 

1899 

Bottles 

Bottles 

Almaden  mines  ... 

30,612 

37,339 

"  El  Porvenir  "  in  Mieres   

1,125 

1,475 

Asturien  and  Granada  Mines   

500 

550 

Total   

32,237 

39,364 

The  output  in  1900  was  therefore  7,127  bottles  (of  34£  kilos, 
each)  less  than  in  1399. 


IFlew  Books, 

Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


Allchin,  Dr.  W.  H.  A  Manual  of  Medicine  (vol.  iii.)  •'  Diseases 
of  the  Nervous  System.    8vo.    Pp.427.    7s.  6d.  (Macmillan.) 

Fernie,  Dr.  W.  T.  Kitchen  Physic  :  at  Sand  for  the  Doctor, 
and  Helpful  for  Homely  Cures.  8vo.  Pp.624  .  6s.  (Wright: 
Bristol.) 

Koch,  Dr.  Ludwig.  Die  niikroskopische  Analyse  der  Drogen- 
pulver.  Bd.  2.  Die  Rhizome,  Knollen  und  Wurzeln.  3  50m. 
(Gebruder  Borntraeger :  Berlin.) 

Landauer,  J.  Blowpipe  Analysis.  Translated  by  James 
Taylor,  B.Sc.  3rd  edition.  Small  8vo.  Pp.  187.  3s.  6d.  (Mac- 
millan.) 

Meric,  H.  de.  Syphilis  and  other  Venereal  Diseases.  8vo. 
Pp.  140.    5s.  net.  (Bailli'ere.) 

Ruata,  Professor  Carlo.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  :  its  Pre- 
vention and.  Cure.   8vo.    Pp.  150.    3s.  net.    (J.  Wright  &  Co.) 

Wurtz,  C.  A.  Elements  of  Modem  Chemistry.  6th  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged  by  W.  H.  Greene  and  Harry  F,  Keller.  Cr. 
8vo.   Pp.  808.   10s.  6d.  (Lippincott.) 
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A  New  Balsamic  Kesin. — One  of  the  most  interesting 
resins  received  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Indian  Museum 
during  last  year  was  a  balsamic  exudation  named  Nantoyok, 
obtained  from  "  Altingia  excelsa  "  growing  in  South 
Tenasserim,  Burma.  The  resin  is  similar  to  the  storax  of  the 
Levant.  Dr.  Watt  thinks  the  balsam  is  worthy  of  an  effort 
being  made  to  introduce  it  into  commerce. 

Indian  Indigo. — The  Department  of  Land  Records  and 
Agriculture  at  Punjab  has  issued  the  first  forecast  of  the 
indigo  crop  which  is  as  follows  : — The  area  reported  to  have 
been  sown  this  year  is  estimated  at  85,200  acres,  as  compared 
with  115,700  acres  finally  returned  in  the  last  year.  The 
decrease  is  shared  by  all  the  reporting  districts,  and  is 
attributed  to  fall  in  prices  and  consequent  closure  of  some 
of  the  indigo  factories  last  year.  The  deficient  supply  of 
water  in  the  inundation  canals  in  Mooltan,  Dera  Ghazi  Kb.an, 
and  Muzaffargarh,  is,  however,  the  principal  cause  of  the 
decrease. 

The  Sale  of  Sandalwood  in  Mysore. — On  the  repre- 
sentation of  various  firms,  the  Durbar  of  Mysore  has  passed 
the  following  rules  regarding  the  sale  of  sandalwood  trees : — 
That  every  auction  sale  shall  be  held  by  the  District  Forest 
Officer  in  conjunction  with  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
District  or  an  Assistant  Commissioner  deputed  by  the  Deputy 
Commissioner.  Subject  to  minimum  prices,  which  will  be 
fixed  by  the  Conservator  of  Forests  on  behalf  of  Government, 
but  which  should  not  be  divulged,  the  highest  bidder  shall 
be  the  purchaser ;  but  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  or,  in  his 
absence,  the  District  Officer  can  reject  any  bid  without 
assigning  a  reason  therefor.  There  are  other  rules  regarding 
the  payment  of  money,  &c. 

Tea-seed  Oil. —  Mr.  H.  H.  Mann,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  the 
scientific  expert  of  the  Indian  Tea  Association,  has  issued  a 
report  on  tea-seed  oil  and  cake.  There  has  been  for  some 
time  considerable  discussion  on  the  value  of  these  products, 
but  the  controversy  is  now  set  at  rest  by  the  report, 
although,  we  may  remark,  the  conclusion  as  to  the  cake  was 
long  ago  anticipated  by  the  late  Mr.  H.  McAllum,  of 
Hong  Kong.  Mr.  Mann's  investigation  s  show  that  tea-seed  oil 
is  clear,  light,  and  yellow,  but  has  always  a  more  or  less 
acrid  taste.  It  cannot  safely  be  used  as  an  edible  oil,  owing 
to  the  presence  of  saponin,  which  is  a  constituent  of  the 
seed.  For  the  same  reason  the  tea-seed  oil-cake  is  decidedly 
daDgerous  as  a  food  for  cattle.  As  a  manure  it  is  far  behind 
the  other  oil-seed  cakes  of  commerce.  The  oil  could  be  used 
as  a  lamp  oil,  and  the  cake  might  be  useful  as  an  insecticide. 
It  was  attempted  in  1885  to  put  tea-seed,  as  such,  on  the 
London  market  under  the  name  "  tanne,"  but  the  seeds 
found  no  buyer,  and  the  price  asked  sank  quickly  to  ajlevel 
far  below  the  cost  of  importation. 

Exports  op  Ceylon  Products. — At  the  half-yearly  meet- 
ing of  the  Ceylon  Chamber  of  Commerce,  held  in  Colombo 
on  August  23,  the  committee  submitted  their  report  for  the 
six  months  ended  June  30,  which  showed,  inter  alia,  that 
the  cardamom  exports  have  been  reduced,  the  figures  being : 
1901,  248.257  lbs. ;  1900,  313,221  lbs. ;  1899,  261,562  lbs. ; 
and  1898,  252,583  lbs.  After  the  United  Kingdom,  India  is 
Ceylon's  best  customer  for  this  spice.  Cinnamon  shows  a 
falling-off  both  as  regards  exports  of  quills  and  chips,  pro- 
bably due  to  the  over-supply  during  the  previous  year,  and 
consequent  slackness  of  demand.  Tne  figures  for  the  first 
six  months  are  : — 

Quills  ...  789,822  lbs.  against  1,073,963  lbs.  in  1900 
Chips    ...  649,845  lbs.  against    822,972  lbs.  in  1900 

Pi  ices  have  slightly  receded,  but  are  still  considered  very 
fair  for  producers.  Products  of  the  cocoanut  palm  show 
mostly  reduced  export  figures,  those  relating  to  oil  being 
155,810  cwt.  against  190,352  cwt.  in  1900.  Ceylon's  best 
customers  for  cocoanut  oil  are  the  United  Kingdom  and 
India.  The  United  States,  apparently,  are  more  and  more 
deserting  the  island,  and  are  probably  adopting  the  same 
methods  as  other  countries,  formerly  regular  buyers  in  Ceylon 
— viz.,  of  importing  the  raw  material,  and  pressing  the  oil  on 
the  spot.  America  purchased  only  350  tons  oil  during  the 
six  months.  Other  countries  have  acted  on  these  lines  for 
some  time  already. 


personalities. 


We  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  E.  Plomer,  of  Lahore  and 
Simla,  is  now  lying  seriously  ill  at  Acton,  his  trip  to  India 
having  failed  to  benefit  him. 

Me.  J.  B.  Foggett,  chemist  and  druggist,  13  Neville 
Street,  Southport,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  South- 
port,  Birkdale,  and  West  Lancashire  Water  Board  by  the 
Town  Council. 

Captain  R.  J.  Blackham,  R  A.M.C.,  L.P.S.I.,  has  been 
unanimously  elected  Worshipful  Master  of  Lodge  "  Triune 
Brotherhood  '  2,121,  E  C.  (Kassali,  Punjab)  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Miss  Benwell,  a  former  student  of  the  Westminster 
College  of  Pharmacy,  has  been  appointed  dispenser  and 
secretary  to  the  Eversfield  Hospital,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 
She  holds  the  Apothecaries'  Society's  Assistants'  certificate. 

Mr.  William  Oppenheimer  (of  Messrs.  Oppenheimer, 
Son  &  Co.,  Limited,  179  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.),  while 
enjoying  his  morning  constitutional  on  Friday,  September  13, 
was  thrown  from  his  horse,  and  sustained  a  severe  shaking. 

Mr.  Tompsitt,  of  Messrs.  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co., 
Melbourne  and  London,  sailed  by  the  s.s.  Cuzooior  Melbourne 
on  September  13,  after  a  three  months'  stay  in  Europe.  The 
firm's  procuration  has  been  given  to  Mr.  D.  R.  Wallis,  of  the 
London  office,  119  and  120  London  Wall,  E.C. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Plimsole,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  Townsend  & 
Son,  chemists'  printers,  London  and  Exeter,  was  on 
September  14  presented  with  a  clock  on  the  occasion  of  his 
marriage.  Mr.  James  Townsend  made  the  presentation  on 
behalf  of  the  employes. 

Mr.  Edward  Blade,  chemist  and  druggist,  Poulton-le- 
Fylde,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Technical  Institu- 
tion Committee  of  the  Fleetwood  Rural  Division  of  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council,  and  for  the  second  year  Chairman  of 
the  Technical  Institution  Committee  of  the  Poulton-le-Fylde 
Uiban  District  Council. 

An  appreciative  sketch  of  Mr.  Harris  Nuttall  Stroud 
Secretary  to  Messrs.  John  Richardson  &  Co.,  Leiceste1' 
(Limited),  appears  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Leiceste 
Guardian.  Mr.  Stroud  is  the  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Leiceste 
Football  Club,  and  his  eldest  son  is  the  manager  of  Messrs. 
Richardson's  branch  business  at  Market  Deeping. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  has  received  from  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr  the  formal  letter  of  resignation  of  his  offices 
as  Judge  of  the  City  of  London  Court  and  Judge  of  the 
Sheriffs'  Couit,  which  he  has  held  since  1859.  The  resigna- 
tion will  take  effect  from  Michaelmas  Day,  when  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr  retires  on  a  pension.  Miss  E.  Malcolm  Kerr, 
his  daughter,  has  presented  the  Corporation  with  a  marble 
bust  of  the  Commissioner,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  City 
of  London  Court  at  Guildhall. 

Mr.  Alfred  Willson,  whose  death  was  reported  in  our 
issue  of  September  7,  had  not  for  some  years  been  connected 
with  the  drug-trade,  having  qualified  as  a  medical  prac- 
titioner in  1889.  As  stated  in  our  previous  note,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  Rye,  and  in  1873  passed  the 
Minor  examination.  Early  in  the  eighties  he  began  to  study 
medicine  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  took  the 
English  double  qual.  in  1889.  For  some  time  thereafter  he 
was  assistant  medical  officer  in  Sheffield  City  Hospital,  and 
latterly  practised  at  Epsom. 

The  Leominster  News,  referring  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Southall  s 
centenary,  says  she  is  the  widow  of  Mr.  Thomas  Southall' 
who,  when  quite  a  young  man,  carried  on  the  chemist's 
business  at  25  Drapers'  Lane,  Leominster,  which  subse- 
quently belonged  in  succession  to  Mr.  G.  Newman  and  Mr. 
William  Gilkes,  and  is  now  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Ell  wood  & 
Son.  Mr.  Southall  left  Leominster  for  Birmirgham  in  1821. 
and,  together  with  his  brother  William,  founded  one  of  the 
principal  firms  of  wholesale  chemists  in  the  country  [now 
Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited)].  In  1824 
he  married  Sarah  Shorthouse,  destined  to  become  a 
centenarian. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

Beecham's  Pills. 

In  the  Cbanceiy  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
September  18.  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  sitting  as  Vacation 
Judge,  heard  a  motion  by  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham,  trading  as 
Beecham  &  Co.,  St.  Helen's,  Lanes,  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  E.  &  G.  Atkins  &  Co.,  of  118  Falcon  Koad,  Clapham, 
from  sellirjg  or  offering  for  sale  pills  as  Beecham's  which 
were  tot  of  the  manufacture  of  the  plaintiffs. 

Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  said  that  he  had  agreed  with  Mr. 
Luxmore,  who  represented  the  defendants,  that  this  motion 
should  be  treated  as  a  trial  of  the  action,  and  that  plaintiff 
should  take  an  order  by  consent  for  a  perpetual  injunction 
in  terms  of  the  notice  of  motion,  defendants  to  pay  an  agreed 
sum  gs  damages. 

Mr.  Luxmore  said  he  desired  to  state  that  the  sales  com- 
plained of  were  made  absolutely  Jwithout  the  defendants' 
knowledge  and  consent  by  an  assistant  in  the  business,  and 
when  the  statements  made  in  plaintiffs  affidavits  were  con- 
firmed, the  defendants  agreed  to  an  injunction  against  them 
and  to  pay  damages. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  That  is  very  fair,  but  I  do  not 
think  people  ought  to  keep  pills  which  can  be  sold  as 
Beecham's  unless  they  take  the  responsibility. 

Another  case  of  a  similar  character,  Beecham  v.  Cooper, 
was  allowed  to  stand  over  for  a  week  for  the  answering  of 
affidavits,  the  defendant  giving  an  undertaking,  in  terms  of 
the  notice  of  motion,  for  a  week. 

Incandescent  Mantles. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  on 
September  18,  the  following  cases  stood  in  the  list  for 
hearing  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  sitting  as  Vacation 
Judge  : — Welsbach  Incandescent  Gas  -  light  Company 
(Limited)  v.  the  Standard  Incandescent  Gas-light  Company 
(Limited)  and  another,  and  in  the  matter  of  Walter  King — 
for  committal ;  "Welsbach  Incandescent  Gas-light  Company 
(Limited)  v.  King  and  another — for  injunction;  and  The 
Welsbach  Incandescent  Gas-light  Company  (Limited)  v.  the 
United  Chemical-works  and  Julius  Norden,  and  in  the  matter 
of  Walter  King— for  committal.  Mr.  Bousfield,  K.C.,  asked 
to  be  allowed  to  relieve  his  Lordship's  list  of  these  cases. 
There  were  three  motions  by  the  plaintiff  company,  two  of 
them  being  motions  for  the  committal  of  the  editor  of  the 
Journal  of  Gas-Lighting,  and  the  other  was  for  an  interim 
injunction  in  respect  of  a  libel  which  was  also  a  contempt  of 
court.  There  appeared  in  this  week's  issue  of  the  Journal 
what  his  clients  regarded  as  a  very  handsome  retractation 
and  apology,  and  they  had  agreed  to  pay  the  whole  costs  as 
between  solicitors  and  clients  in  the  matter.  That  satisfied 
plaintiffs  in  regard  to  the  libel.  That  seemed  to  put  the 
matter  right,  both  as  regards  the  court  and  the  plaintiffs, 
and  under  these  circumstances  the  orders  were  agreed  to  as 
between  the  parties.    His  Lordship  assented. 


Pharmacy  Act  (1868). 

Unqualified  Assistant  Fined. 
At  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  September  10,  Andrew 
Gilmour,  assistant  to  Mr.  John  Heron,  chemist  and  druggist, 
584  Cathcart  Road,  Glasgow,  was  summoned  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  for  infringing  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  selling 
laudanum,  he  not  being  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  He 
pleaded  guilty,  and  Sheriff  Boyd  imposed  a  penalty  of  3/. 
or  seven  days'  imprisonment,  and  11.  Is.  costs. 


Weights  and  Measures  Acts. 

When  is  a  Measure  not  a  Measure  2 
At  Maidstone  on  September  17,  John  Froud,  dairyman,  was 
summoned  for  having  in  his  possession  for  use  for  trade  a 
measure  not  stamped.  The  Chairman  of  the  Bench  was  Sir 
Edward  Fry,  P.C.,  formerly  Lord  Justice  of  Appeal.  The 
case  was  referred  to  in  the  C.  $  D.  last  week.     Mr.  J.  S. 


Welch,  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  who  prosecuted 
gave  an  outline  of  the  facts,  and  said  he  laid  the  information 
against  the  defendant  under  Section  29  of  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act  of  1878.    This  section  provided  that 

Every  measure  whatsoever  used  for  trade  shall  be  verified  and 
stamped  by  an  Inspector  with  a  stamp  of  verification  under  this 
Act. 

And  it  further  provided  that 

Every  person  who  uses  or  has  in  his  possession  for  use  for 
trade  any  measure  not  so  stamped  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  51. 

Section  22  provided  an  exemption  which  read  : — 

Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  the  sale,  or  subject  a  person 
to  a  fine  under  this  Act  for  the  sale,  of  any  article  in  any  vessel 
where  such  vessel  is  not  represented  as  containing  any  amount  of 
Imperial  measure,  nor  subject  a  person  to  a  fii.e  under  this  Act 
for  the  possession  of  a  vessel  where  it  is  shown  that  such  a  vessel 
is  not  used  nor  intended  for  use  as  a  measure. 

That  section  could  not,  the  Inspector  contended,  apply  in 
this  case.  In  the  first  place  the  vessel  mentioned  in  the 
summons  was  represented  to  him  as  containing  a  certain 
amount  of  imperial  measure,  and  further,  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  defendant  for  use  for  trade  as  a 
measure.  In  a  case  (Bellamy  v.  Pow)  decided  in  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division,  an  Inspector  found  in  a  public-house  a 
vessel  marked  ^  gill,  and  it  was  used  for  the  sale  of  "  threes  " 
of  whisky  and  rum ;  it  was  contended  that  it  was 
not  a  legal  measure,  but  the  Justices  dismissed  the  in- 
formation. The  Chairman  here  pointed  out  that  |  gill 
was  a  measure  of  a  denomination  of  a  Board  of  Trade 
standard.  In  this  case,  however,  the  defendant  was  charged 
with  a  different  offence  altogether.  This  was  a  case  of  very 
grave  importance,  and  if  the  Bench  decided  that  the  use  of  this 
unstamped  measure  was  legal,  and  their  decision  was  upheld, 
then  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  a  butcher  so  adjust- 
ing his  prices  that  he  might  discard  his  pound  and  half- 
pound  weights  and  substitute  a  brick  and  then  assert, 
because  it  was  not  of  a  certain  size,  they  were  not  weights 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Two  measures  were  handed 
him  for  inspection,  one  of  which  was  stamped,  the  other  un- 
stamped. He  asked  how  much  the  unetamped  one  was 
supposed  to  contaiD,  and  was  told  f  gill.  It  was  further 
exp'aiued  by  defendant's  son,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
cart,  that  the  measure  was  intended  for  the  sale  of  half- 
pennyworths and  pennyworths  of  milk.  If  the  measure  in 
question  had  been  brought  to  him  (the  Inspecter)  to  be 
stamped,  he  could  not  have  done  so,  as  the  Board  of  Trade 
did  not  provide  him  with  a  standard  measure  for  |  gill. 
Mr.  Bracher,  for  the  defence,  contended  that  the  vessel  came 
within  Section  22,  and  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
defendant  for  use  for  trade  as  a  measure,  and  how  could 
defendant  have  offended,  he  asked,  when  the  Inspector  him- 
self said  that  he  would  not  and  could  not  stamp  it,  because 
he  had  got  no  such  standard  measure  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  1  He  argued  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
sale  under  Sectiots  19  and  21  of  the  Act  of  any  decimal  part 
of  an  imperial  measure,  and,  therefore,  it  was  no  offence  to 
be  in  possession  of  a  decimal  part  of  such  a  measure.  He 
also  referred  to  the  case  of  "  Bellamy  v.  Pow  "  in  support  of 
his  contention,  and  pointed  out  that  the  decision  in  that  case 
had  been  upheld  by  the  Divisional  Court.  This  vessel  was 
used  by  all  the  milk-trade  in  Maidstone  for  the  sale,  not  of 
any  imperial  measure,  or  decimal  of  a  measure,  but  for  value 
— halfpennyworths  of  milk.  Evidence  having  been  given  for 
the  defence,  the  magistrates  held  that  the  vessel  was  a 
measure,  and  that  to  be  used  it  should  be  stamped  ;  and 
they  imposed  a  nominal  fine  of  Is.  and  cotts. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Magnesia. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  September  17,  Harry 
James,  a  general  dealer,  High  Street,  Peckham,  was  fined 
10s.  and  costs  for  selling  magnesia  of  poor  quality. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  Littledean  Petty  Sessions,  on  September  13,  William 
Bateman,  of  Cinderford,  was  summoned  for  selling  cam- 
phorated oil  which  Mr.  George  Embrey,  the  county  analyst, 
had  certified  to  contain  12  per  cent,  instead  of  20  per  cent. 
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of  camphor.  Defendant,  who  pleaded  guilty,  contended 
that  the  proper  quantity  of  camphor  was  contained  in  the 
oil,  only  it  was  not  dissolved  at  the  time  the  purchase  was 
made,  but  he  admitted  he  ought  not  to  have  sold  the  oil.  He 
was  fined  10s.,  and  29s.  Id.  costs. 

Mustard  and  Olive  Oil. 

Albert  Ashfold,  was  summoned  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  on  September  14,  for  selling  mustard  and  olive  oil 
not  of  the  substance  and  quality  demanded.  The  analyst's 
certificate  stated  that  the  oil  was  cotton-seed  oil,  and  the 
mustard  contained  75  per  cent,  of  wheat -flour.  A  fine  of 
40s.  and  9s.  costs  in  each  case  was  imposed. 

Labelling  Mixtures. 

We  have  already  reported  proceedings  which  have  been 
taken  against  a  firm  of  butter  merchants  who  have  recently 
started  the  business  of  butter  blending,  in  which  they  use 
colonial  butter  and  churn  it  with  milk,  whereby  from  4  to  8 
per  cent,  of  milk  beyond  the  16  per  cent,  water  limit  is 
incorporated  with  the  butter.  This  is  sold  for  what  it  is, 
and  the  composition  of  the  article  is  widely  advertised.  At 
the  South-Western  (London)  Police  Court,  on  September  12, 
the  manufacturers  (Pearks,  Gunston,  &  Tee  (Limited),  Bayer 
Street,  Golden  Lane,  E.C.),  were  summoned  for  selling 
such  butter.  Mr.  A.  H.  Bodkin,  for  the  prosecution, 
stated  that  the  defendants  turned  out  about  500  tons 
per  week  of  this  butter.  The  present  prosecution 
differed  from  the  others  which  had  been  initiated  against 
the  firm  by  reason  of  the  fact  that,  since  the  recent  decision 
in  the  High  Court  by  Mr.  Justice  Wills,  the  defendants  had 
issued  labels,  in  which  the  butter  was  wrapped,  and  notices 
placarded  prominently  in  their  shops,  and  which  bore  the 
following  words : — 

Pearks'  Butter. — This  choicest  butter,  blended  with  pure 
English  full- cream  milk  by  new  and  improved  machinery  whereby 
it  retains  about  20  to  23  per  cent,  of  moisture,  and  acquires  that 
delicacy  of  flavour  which  has  made  Pearks'  butter  so  famous. 

That  label,  argued  counsel,  was  misleading,  and  did  not 
absolve  the  defendants  from  the  operation  of  that  section  of 
the  Act  which  dealt  with  the  fraudulent  introduction  of 
additional  matter  into  butter  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
its  bulk  or  weight.  Mr.  John  Causfield,  a  director  of 
the  defendant  company,  stated  that  this  printed  label 
was  drafted  by  Mr.  Horace  Avory,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Bonsey. 
Mr.  George  Elliott,  in  defence,  submitted  that  by  the 
label  the  defendants  had  ingeniously  and  legitimately 
disclosed  to  the  purchaser  what  be  was  buying,  and, 
therefore,  the  purchaser  was  in  no  way  deceived.  Mr. 
Garrett,  the  magistrate,  in  deciding  against  defendants,  said 
he  found  that  their  object  was  to  introduce  additional 
moisture  and  so  increase  the  bulk  weight  or  measure  of 
the  butter,  and,  secondly,  that  the  addition  was  made 
fraudulently.  The  label  was  very  skilfully  drawn,  and 
reflected  credit  on  those  who  drafted  it,  but  it  would  be 
difficult,  he  thought,  to  imagine  a  statement  more  calculated 
to  mislead  those  unacquainted  with  the  constituents  of  butter. 
If  the  defendants  wished  to  inform  their  customers  what 
they  were  selling  they  could  have  done  so  in  plainer 
language.  He  inflicted  a  penalty  of  10Z.  with  51.  5s.  costs, 
and  granted  a  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  Superior 
Court.  Other  cases  have  been  similarly  decided  elsewhere, 
and  one  case  has  since  been  decided  to  the  contrary. 

Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether. 
In  the  Dublin  Southern  Police-court  on  September  13,  before 
Mr.  Swifte,  K.C ,  William  H.  Gamble,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  113  Thomas  Street,  Dublin,  was  summoned  by  the 
Corporation  for  selling  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  which  con- 
tained only  04  per  cent,  of  ether,  instead  of  1-75  per  cent. 
Mr.  Rice,  solicitor,  who  prosecuted,  said  that  the  Corpora- 
tion were  determined  to  prosecute  with  the  utmost  rigour  in 
cases  like  this.  Mr.  Swifte  said  it  would  seem  that  a  person 
wanted  to  get  a  certain  thing  and  only  got  a  quarter  of  it. 
The  defendant  said  that  he  purchased  the  drug  about  two 
months  ago,  and  it  evaporated  owing  to  his  having  to  open 
the  bottle  a  number  of  times.  He  did  not  adulterate  it 
Sir  Charles  Cameron,  City  analyst,  said  that  the  repeated 
opening  of  the  bottle  would  cause  deterioration.  Mr.  Swifte 
imposed  a  fine  of  11. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Be  C.  H.  P.  Menhinick,  6  Mount  Pleasant  Terrace,  Plymouth, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

At  the  Plymouth  Bankruptcy  Court  on  September  18,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Judge  Woodfall  for  the  bankrupt's  order  of 
discharge.  The  Official  Receiver  (Mr.  T.  H.  Geake)  stated  that 
the  receiving-order  was  made  on  April  20,  1899,  on  the  debtor's 
own  petition,  and  he  was  adjudged  bankrupt  on  May  9  following. 
The  liabilities  admitted  were  1,127?.  19s.  9d.,  and  the  assets,  so 
far  as  they  were  not  assigned  to  creditors  wholly  cr  partly 
secured,  realised  24  51.  0s.  4r?,  A  first  and  final  dividend  of  2s.  Id. 
in  the  pound  had  been  paid.  The  .bankrupt  commenced  business 
in  Plymouth  in  1888.  The  Official  Receiver  narrated  the  history 
of  the  business,  and  stated  that  he  had  received  communications 
from  creditors  complaining  of  the  bankrupt's  conduct  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  neglected  his  business.  The  bankrupt 
kept  only  a  day-book  and  a  memorandum  of  goods  supplied  to 
customers.  He  kept  no  cash-book,  and  it  was  impossible  to  say 
what  was  the  bankrupt's  personal  expenditure,  although  this 
must  have  been  considerable.  He  never  at  any  time  took  stock 
or  prepared  a  balance-sheet  or  trading-account.  It  was  very 
evident  that  the  bankrupt  was  in  a  state  of  insolvency  for  some 
years  before  he  filed  his  petition,  and  he  must  have  been  aware 
of  his  position,  although  he  professed  not  to  have  known  it. 
Judge  Woodfall  said  he  did  not  think  he  ought  to  refuse  the 
discharge.  The  Official  Receiver  said  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
creditors  complained  that  a  good  business  had  been  thrown  away 
entirely  through  the  bankrupt's  own  fault.  The  Judge  decided  to 
suspend  the  order  of  discharge  for  three  years. 


Beet)  of  arrangement 


Yeates,  Georg-e,  River  Road,  Littlehampton,  mineral-water 
manufacturer.  Trustee,  Carey  Berry,  29  St.  Andrew's  Road, 
Portslade,  traveller.  Dated,  September  7 ;  filed,  September  12. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  319/.  15s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets, 50?. 
Amongst  the  creditors  are  : — ■ 

£    s.  d. 

Barnard  &  Co.,  London    25    0  0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester    14-    0  0 

Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  Ipswich         ...    26    0  0 
Portslade  Confectionery  Company,  Port- 
slade  16    0  0 

Volcanic  Aeration  Company,  London     ...    12    0  0 


<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Houlbrook,  E.,  and  Calvin  Smith,  E.  C.  M.,  under  the 
style  of  Houlbrook  &  Calvin  Smith,  Hendon,  surgeons  and 
general  medical  practitioners. 

Oldneld,  Dr.  F.,  and  Freer,  Dr.  R.  BS.,  under  the  style 
of  Messrs.  Oldfield  &  Freer,  Boyson  Road,  Walworth,  S.E., 
medical  practitioners. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudication. 

Green,  John  Robert,  Nottingham,  veterinary  surgeon, 
formerly  veterinary  surgeon  and  livery-stable  keeper. 


ftew  Companies  &  Company  IRem 


Hermes'  Auto-peessuee  Filtee  Syndicate  (Limited). — 
Capital  1,0002.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  filters,  filter-bags,  and  other 
apparatus  for  or  mode  of  filtering  water,  chemicals,  and  other 
fluids,  compounds,  or  solutions.  No  initial  public  issue. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Wheater  White  (Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  11.  shares, 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  an  oil  merchant,  and  manu- 
facturer of  and  dealer  in  paints,  colours,  varnishes,  chemicals, 
engine-packings,  indiarubber  goods,  and  the  like,  until  recently 
carried  on  by  Wheater  White  at  the  Central  Oil  Works,  Halifax, 
and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  John  Neill  (Limited).    No  initial 
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public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  W.  W.  Hill,  jun.  (managing 
director),  H.  W.  White,  aud  J.  Flower.  Qualification  20  shares. 
Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Middleton  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dry- 
salters,  oil  and  colourmen,  importers  of  and  dealers  in  pharma- 
ceutical, medicinal,  chemical,  industrial,  and  other  preparations 
and  articles,  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of  all 
kinds,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  photographic,  surgical,  and 
scientific  apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
are  :  -Mrs.  E.  M.  M.  Taylor,  1  Stanley  Terrace,  Southfield  Road, 
Middlesbrough;  H.  M.  Taylor,  1  Stanley  Terrace,  Southfield 
Road,  Middlesbrough,  chemist ;  A.  I'Anson,  PoBt  Office  Chambers, 
Middlesbrough,  chartered  accountant;  S.  S.  Ellington,  13  Cleve- 
land Terrace,  Middlesbrough,  chemist;  E.  W.  Hedley,  Yester 
House,  Middlesbrough  medical  practitioner;  "W.  W.  Stainthorpe, 
Saltburn,  M.D. ;  and  E.  D.  Evans,  Clifiden,  Saltburn-by-the-Sea,  en- 
gineer. No  initial  public  issue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be 
less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five  ;  the  subscribers  are  to  appoint 
the  first.  Qualification  10'  I.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  com- 
pany.   Registered  office,  Post  Office  Chambers,  Middlesbrough. 


Sadler  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  directors  of  this  company, 
which  trades  at  Middlesbrough,  in  their  annual  report  state 
that  the  results  of  last  year's  business  are  not  so  satisfactory 
as  were  anticipated.  The  balance-sheet  shows  a  profit  of 
12,766/.  8s.  6d.,  which,  with  the  ba'ance  brought  forward 
from  the  previous  year,  gives  15,509/.  18s.  9d.,  for  disposal. 
It  is  proposed  to  distribute  that  sum  as  follows : — Interest 
on  debentures,  prepaid  shares,  and.  income  tax,  4,656/.  6s.  Id. ; 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  share,  3,585/.  10s. ;  directors' 
and  auditors'  fees,  850?. ;  renewals  and  maintenance  of 
works  and  properties,  4,271  10s.  3d. ;  balance  to  be  carried 
forward,  2,136/.  12s.  5d. 


flDamages. 


Akam — Taylor.— On  September  17,  at  St.  George's 
Church,  Birmingham,  by  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Ford,  Arthur  Akam, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  King  Street,  Huddersfield,  to  Irene 
Annie  Taylor,  of  Birmingham. 

Laybourn—  Wetherelt. — On  September  5,  at  St.  Dun- 
stan's,  Canterbury,  Robert  Geo.  Laybourn,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Margate,  and  late  of  Canterbury,  to  Adelina,  fifth 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Wetherelt,  Errol  House,  Canterbury. 


Deaths* 


Davies. — On  August  17,  Mr.  Elias  Davies,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Bethesda.    Aged  84. 

Fields. — On  September  8,  at  Scotgate,  Stamford,  Mrs. 
Cotnam  Fields,  wife  of  Mr.  C.  Fields,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Floyd. — On  September  6,  Mr.  Joseph  Floyd,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Soham.    Aged  68. 

Porter. — On  September  6,  Mr.  Thomas  Porter,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Northenden.    Aged  45. 

Schimper.— At  Basle,  on  September  10,  Dr.  Wilhelm 
Schimper,  professor  of  botany.  Aged  45.  Dr.  Schimper 
was  a  pupil  of  Strasburger's,  and  had  been  teaching  botany 
and  pharmacognosy  in  Bonn  and  Basle  since  1886,  having 
been  appointed  professor  and  director  of  the  Botanical 
Institute  in  the  latter  town  in  1898.  Much  of  his  individual 
.  work  was  connected  with  pharmacy. 

Siebold. — On  September  14,  at  Broomville  Avenue,  Sale, 
Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  F.I  C,  F.C.S.,  chemist  and  druggist,  in 
his  63  d  year.  The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Manchester 
Crematorium  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Siebold  was  best  known  to 
the  drug-trade  of  this  country  as  the  editor  of  the  Year- 
look  of  Pharmacy,  a  position  to  which  he  was  appointed  by 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1874,  on  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Wood.  The  duties  of  the  office  he  per- 
formed with  remarkable  ability  until  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  when  his  failing  health  compelled  him  to  resign.  Mr. 
Siebold  got  his  first  experience  of  chemistry  and  pharmacy 


in  a  German  apotheke,  and.  as  a  young  man  came  to  this 
country,  ultimately  opening  a  pharmacy  in  Oxford  Street, 
Manchester.  This  was  before  the  Pharmacy  Act  days.  His 
leanings  were  not,  however,  towards  commerce,  for  his 
scientific  abilities  were  far  above  the  average,  and  when  the 
Manchester  Chemists'  Association  started  a  school  of  phar- 
macy to  provide  education  for  the  examination  which  became 
compulsory  in  1869,  they  appointed  Mr.  Siebold  lecturer  at 
the  school.  He  continued  to  teach  privately  for  a  good 
many  years,  Mr.  W.  Spencer  Turner  ultimately  taking  over  his 
connection.  Mr.  Siebold  was  a  diligent  experimenter  in  phar- 
maceutical chemistry,  and  his  contributions  to  the  Conference 
were  a  feature  of  the  meetings  annually  until  recent  years, 
when  his  frailness  compelled  him  to  forego  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  meetings.  He  was,  too,  an  able  debater,  and 
wrote  excellent  English.  His  introductions  to  the  Year- 
books, in  which  he  epitomised  the  progress  of  pharmaceutical 
chemistry  each  year,  are  amongst  the  cleverest  things  in 
English  pharmaceutical  literature.  He  was  elected  a  Fellow 
of  the  Chemical  Society  in  1874,  and  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  He  was  an  exceedingly 
modest  man,  of  which  fact  we  had  a  striking  proof  when  he 
retired  from  the  editorship  of  the  Year- book,  when  he  wrote, 
in  reply  to  a  request  for  some  data  for  an  appreciative  note 
regarding  his  career :  "  I  feel  honoured  and  grateful,  but 
should  be  glad  if  you  would  make  your  observations  on  my 
editorial  labours  without  adding  any  sketch  of  my  general 
career,  which  I  do  not  yet  regard  as  entirely  closed.  I  may 
add  that  no  notes  have  hitherto  been  published  on  this 
subject  to  my  knowledge."  Latterly  Mr.  Siebold  had  been 
chemist  to  a  dyeworks,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Alfred  Siebold, 
F.I.C.,  is  following  that  career. 

Sinclair. — At  71  High  Street,  Invergordon,  on  Septem- 
ber 13,  Alexandra  Taylor,  only  surviving  daughter  of  Mr. 
Robert  Sinclair,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Smart. — At  Steyning,  Sussex,  on  September  7,  Mr.  Alfred 
Smart,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Aged  55.  The  funeral 
took  place  on  September  11,  amidst  signs  of  universal 
respect.  For  upwards  of  thirty  years  Mr.  Smart  had  carried 
on  business  in  High  Street,  Steyning,  and  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Steyning  Board  of  Guardians,  Secretary  to 
the  Stejning  Town  Hall  Company,  a  Director  of  the 
Steyning  Building  Society,  and  until  three  weeks  previous  to 
his  death  (due  to  tuberculosis  of  the  throat)  he  was  Secre- 
tary to  the  Steyning  Fire  Brigade,  the  members  of  which 
carried  his  body  to  the  grave.  We  understand  that  the 
business  is  to  be  continued  by  his  son,  Mr.  Frederick  Smart, 
chemist  and  druggist. 


IRecent  TOUlte, 


Farmeb. — The  late  Mr.  James  Farmer,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
who  carried  on  business  at  Castle  Donington,  near  Derby,  for 
upwards  of  sixty  years,  by  the  provisions  of  his  will,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  small  legacies,  leaves  the  whole  of  his  wealth, 
amounting  to  about  10,000/.,  to  the  poor  of  Castle  Donington, 
the  money  to  be  vested  in  trustees,  and  used  for  the  purpose 
stated.  The  will  also  provides  that  when  the  present  tenancies 
shall  expire  in  respect  to  the  block  of  ten  tenements  situated  in 
Biggin  Street,  the  tenements  shall  be  used  as  almshouses. 

Harsant. — The  will  of  Mr.  Frank  Harsant,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Epsom,  has  been  proved  in  the  principal  Probate  Registry 
by  his  son  Frank  Worsley  Harsant,  of  the  Parade,  Epsom,  and 
Miss  Sarah  Kate  Harsant,  daughter  of  the  deceased,  who  are  the 
executors.  The  gross  value  of  the  estate  is  9,982/.  9s.  l\d.,  and 
the  net  personalty  8,395/.  lis  Zd. 

Hay— The  will  (with  one  codicil)  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Hay, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  "William  Hay  (Limited),  soluble-essence 
manufacturers,  Hull,  who  died  on  June  18,  has  been  proved  by 
his  executors  Mr.  W>lliam  Parker  Birkenshaw,  of  2  Parliament 
Street,  Kingston  on-Hull,  chartered  accountant;  Mr.  George 
William  Lilley,  22  William  Street,  Kingston- on- Hull,  surgeon; 
and  Mrs.  Agnes  Elizabeth  Hay,  Holton  House,  Hull,  widow  of  the 
deceased.  The  gross  value  of  the  estate  is  returned  at  44,554/., 
and  the  net  personalty  8,188/. 


"The  Art  op  Dispensing"  (Ed.  VI.). — This  is  one  of 
the  most  practical  works  for  the  library  of  the  pharmacist. 
— Professor  L.  E.  Sayre,  Lawrence,  Kans. 
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association  Hffairs. 


Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  autumn  session  of  this  Association  will  open  on 
September  25  with  a  conversazione,  at  the  Park  Hall,  Cardiff. 
Music  (vocal  and  instrumsntal),  literary  contributions,  and 
light  refreshments  are  arranged  for.  Any  chemists  will  be 
heartily  welcomed.  Tickets  may  be  had  at  2,s-.  Qd.  each  from 
the  hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Sanders,  47  Queen  Street, 
Cardiff. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  hel^ 
at  Bradford  on  September  17,  Mr.  E.  W.  Silson  (the  retiring 
President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  and 
the  annual  report  and  financial  statement  submitted  by  the 
Secretary  (Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock)  showed  another  year  of 
satisfactory  work.  Eeferences  were  specially  made  to  the 
addresses  on  "  Individualism  in  Pharmacy,"  by  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  of  Bolton  ;  "  On  the  Frontiers  of  the  Drug-trade,"  by 
Mr.  T.  H.  Wardlewortb,  of  Liverpool,  and  on  "Waste-pro- 
ducts and  Their  Applications,"  by  Mr.  J.  Whaley,  B.Sc, 
which  were  given  during  the  past  session.  The  membership 
-of  the  Association  is  now  fifty-eight,  and  there  are  new 
members  down  for  election.  The  deaths  of  two  prominent 
members  of  the  Association,  Mr.  H.  G.  Rogerson  and  Mr.  T. 
Clarkson,  were  regretfully  alluded  to.  The  financial  state- 
ment showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  <\l.  5s.  l^d.  Mr.  Arthur 
Hanson  having  been  unanimously  elected  President  for  the 
•ensuing  year,  Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  retiring  President  (Mr.  Silson),  who,  he  said,  had  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  Presidents  they  had  had  so  far. 
Mr.  Firth  seconded  ;  and  Mr.  Silson  having  replied,  Messrs. 
B.  W.  Silson  and  J.  M.  W.  Newbould  were  elected  Vice- 
Presidents,  Mr.  R.  H.  Marshall  was  appointed  Treasurer,  and 
Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock  was  re-elected  Secretary,  Messrs.  Mitchell, 
Waddington,  Dunn,  and  Stead  being  appointed  members  of 
the  Council.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington, 
•seconded  by  Mr.  Silson,  the  Secretary  was  requested  to 
convey  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  G.  Rogerson  an 
•expression  of  the  deep  regret  and  sympathy  which  the 
Association  felt  at  the  loss  of  their  old  and  respected  friend 
and  colleague.  The  election  of  a  number  of  new  members 
terminated  the  proceedings. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Society  was 
■held  on  September  18  in  the  Montgomery  Hall,  Sheffield. 
There  were  present : — Messrs.  G.  Squire  (in  the  chair),  H.  E. 
Ibbitt,  P.  Carr,  C.  F.  Carr,  F.  W.  Whitworth,  Richards, 
Douglas,  J.  W.  J.  Turner,  J.  M.  Hucklebridge,  Culverhouse, 
E.  B.  Parratt,  and  H.  Autcliffe  (hon.  Secretary).  Messrs. 
Harrison  and  H.  G.  Williams  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society,  and  Messrs.  H.  B.  Miller,  J.  W.  Roger?,  A.  R. 
Fox,  jun.,  and  E.  B.  Parratt  associates. 

Mr.  H.  Autcliffe  presented  the  annual  report  of  the 
■Council,  which  stated  that  there  were  50  members  and 
20  associates,  or  an  increase  of  6  members  and  1  associate. 
The  subscriptions  were  in  excess  of  any  previous  years 
during  the  past  ten  years.  Having  reviewed  the  work  of  the 
past  session,  regret  was  expressed  at  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  W. 
Miller  and  Mr.  Joseph  Watts,  both  of  whom  had  been 
members  of  the  Society  since  its  formation,  and  for  many 
years  rendered  good  service  to  it.  The  Council,  feeling 
-(continued  the  report)  that  the  special  advantages  offered  to 
pharmaceutical  students  by  the  University  College  Pharma- 
ceutical classes  should  be  placed  before  the  public  as 
prominently  as  possible,  decided  to  issue  a  syllabus  in  booklet 
form,  and  distribute  it  to  all  chemists  in  Sheffield  and 
District,  and  in  all  public  schools,  together  with  a  circular 
asking  chemists  to  allow  their  apprentices  and  juniors  the 
•necessary  time  to  attend  the  classes,  and  schoolmasters  to 
draw  the  attention  of  any  scholars  who  may  intend  to  become 
chemists.  By  these  means  the  Council  hope  that  the  efforts 
to  promote  education  will  be  fully  appreciated  and  that  the 
result  will  be  a  large  acquisition  to  the  number  of  those 
attending  the  classes. 

The  report  was  adopted  after  some  discussion,  and  the 
toallot  for  the  Council  resulted  in  the  election  of  Messrs. 


H.  Autcliffe,  J.  Austen,  C.  F.  Carr,  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  G 
Squire,  and  R.  Douglas,  the  last-named  taking  the  place  of 
Mr.  S.  T.  Rhoden,  one  of  the  retiring  members.  The  other 
members  who  did  not  retire  are  Messrs.  Percy  Carr,  J.  F. 
Eardley,  A.  R.  Fox,  C.  0.  Morrison,  J.  B.  Paten,  and  J.  W.  J. 
Turner. 

The  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  School  of  Pharmacy, 
session  1901-2,  will  take  place  in  the  rooms  of  the  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Society,  Leopold  Street,  on  Thursday, 
October  17,  when  the  prizes  won  last  session  will  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  President.  Mr.  John  Taylor,  of  Bolton, 
has,  as  already  reported,  promised  to  deliver  the  inaugural 
address. 


ftraoe^flDarfcs  HppUeo  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost       obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


{From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  September  11, 1901.) 

"  Filmatine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Film  ") ;  for  gelatin  prepared  for 
use  in  photography.  By  S.  M.  Frankenstein  &  Co.,  9  New 
Broad  Street,  London,  E.C.  238,960. 

"  Repeato  "  (no  claim  for  "  Repeat  ") ;  for  a  boiler-composition. 
By  John  Hyland  &  Co.,  61  Chapeltown,  Pudsey,  near  Leeds, 
Yorkshire.  239,481. 

"  Knight's  Pectobine  "  ("  Pectorine  "  is  the  essential  particular) ; 
for  a  medicine  for  birds.  By  Coverdale's  Poultry  Powder 
(Limited),  20  Parliament  Street,  York.  238,732. 

"  The  Little  Nippeb  " ;  for  fly-papers,  fly-gum,  and  fly-strings, 
not  sold  separately,  but  sold  in  combination  with  a  viscous 
preparation  to  be  used  for  coating  the  strings  for  catching 
flies,  and  other  sticky  substances  for  catching  flies.  By 
R.  W.  C.  Strong,  112  Oxford  Road,  Reading.  239,471. 

"  Tbeowsendan  "  (the  essential  particular)  and  other  wording 
on  label ;  for  a  medicinal  preparation  for  dry  eczema.  By 
Elizabeth  L.  Walker  and  Kate  Walker  (trading  as  C. 
Weston),  13  Durnont  Road,  Stoke  Newington,  London,  N, 
239,229. 

"  Egyptian  Relish  "  and  other  wording,  with  device  (the  essen- 
tial particular)  of  trees  and  river  on  label ;  for  a  sauce.  By 
Johnson,  Dodds  &  Co.  (Limited),  5  Bigg  Market,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  236,486. 

"  Catkin  "  ;  for  a  chemical  substance  used  for  removing  grease- 
spots  from  cloth.  By  Kay  Brothers  (Limited),  St.  Peters- 
gate  Mills,  Stockport.  239,554. 

Figure  of  yeoman  and  word  "  Yeoman  "  (for  which  no  claim) ; 
for  perfumery  (including  toilet- articles,  preparations  for  the 
teeth  and  hair,  and  perfumed  soap).  By  William  Gossage 
&  Sons  (Limited),  Widnes.  239,908. 

"Polishing  P abbot  Brand  Soap"  and  device  on  label  (the 
essential  particulars  are  the  device  and  the  word  "  Parrot," 
but  exclusive  use  of  "Parrot1'  disclaimed);  for  scouring- 
soap.  By  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  (Limited),  1  Bal- 
loon Street,  Manchester.  238,609. 

"Permco";  for  incandescent  mantles.  By  the  Perfect  Mantle 
Company,  lc  Aldgate  Avenue,  Aldgate,  E.C.  240,047. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  September  18,  1901.) 

"  Plastol  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Die  Farbwerke  vorm  Meister 
Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst-on-Main,  Germany.  234,493. 

Device  of  a  target,  and  wording  "  Bull's-eye  "  ;  for  paints,  anti- 
corrosive  and  anti  fouling  compositions.  By  the  Siderosthen 
Paint  Syndicate  (Limited),  Wick  Lane,  Bow,  E.  234,484. 

"Tayjiol";  for  a  disinfectant.  By  Taylor  Brothers  &  Co., 
50a  Duke  Street,  Liverpool.  239,379. 

"Salicydene"  (no  claim  for  "Salic");  for  chemicals.  By 
F.  H.  Faulding  &  Co.,  King  William  Street,  Adelaide,  South 
Australia.  239,490. 

"Kingaline"  (no  claim  for  "King");  for  an  ointment.  By 
Martha  Jane  Pease,  Lancaster  House,  Lauriston  Road, 
Wimbledon.  239,5C5. 
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Gbe  art  of  pharmacy. 


Habenda  Ratio  Motionis  Improprietatis. 

The  modern  instance  of  an  old  saw.  Illustrates  with  becoming 
grace  the  Newsholme-cum-Allen  treatment  for  obesity  and 
kindred  humours.  Incidentally  it  suppresses  improper  motions, 
and  may  add  to  the  dignity  of  the  chair  (not  shown  on  the 
picture).  The  exercise  has  proved  of  great  value  in  the  diagnosis 
of  the  weak  parts  in  the  Council  constitution.  The  long- suffering 
martyr  (who  is  seen  below  the  bumping-board,  and  whose  irre- 
pressibility  is  akin  to  that  of  Kipling's  indiarubber  nigger)  is 
distinctly  of  opinion  that  prolongation  of  the  treatment  will  do  no 
harm — to  him. 


Scientific  progresa. 


Solvosal  Salts. — By  the  action  of  phosphorus  pentachloride 
on  salol  (Apoth.  Zeit.,  1901,  591)  a  complicated  body  is  obtained, 
which  yields  equally  complicated  derivatives.  One  of  these  has 
been  termed  solvosal,  and  is  now  being  largely  used  as  a  sub- 
stituent  of  salol,  especially  in  the  form  of  its  sodium  and  lithium 
salts.    Solvosal  is,  chemically,  salol-phosphinic  acid. 

Synthesis  in  tne  living-  Org-anism.— Hildebrandt  pub- 
lishes the  results  of  a  series  of  experiments  on  this  subject  in  the 
Arch.  exp.  Patholog.,  1901,  261,  which  are  of  special  interest,  as 
he  has  used  citral  for  his  experiments.  These  have  been  con- 
ducted on  dogs,  and  he  shows  that  several  bodies  result  from 
oxidation  in  the  organisms,  which  are  of  much  interest,  and 
should  throw  considerable  light  on  the  synthetic  formation  of 
some  of  this  group  of  aromatic  compounds. 

Ononlne, — According  to  Hlasiwetz  the  glucoside  of  Ononis 
spinosa  is  a  compound  melting  at  162°  C,  and  of  the  formula 
CsoHo-tOis-  But  according  to  Hemmelmayr  the  formula  of  this 
compound  is  C.28H320I2,  and  the  melting  point  172°.  The  first- 
named  chemist  also  stated  that  on  hydrolysis  the  glucoside 
decomposes  into  a  sugar  and  ononetine.  But,  according  to 
Hemmelmajr,  a  mixture  of  several  isomeric  compounds  is  ob- 
tained.   Further  work  is  proceeding  on  the  subject. 

Neroll  Oil — According  to  Theulier  the  oil  distilled  from  the 
flowers  of  the  sweet  orange  does  not  contain  any  traces  of  methyl 
anthranilate,  as  do  the  leaves  of  the  bitter  orange.  An  examina- 
tion of  this  season's  oil  (and  the  oils  from  this  family  vary  from 
season  to  season  more  than  almost  any  other  oil)  shows  that  it 
possesses  the  following  characters  : — Sp.  gr.,  0'869-0'8726  ;  optical 
rotation,  +2°  50'  to  +7°  20';  and  ester  content,  calculated  as 
linalyl  acetate,  8  08-14'7  per  cent.  The  percentage  of  methyl 
anthranilate  was  from  0  42  to  1-10  per  cent. 


The  Latest  Word.— At  a  Board  school  in  Aston  (Bir- 
mingham) this  week  the  following  took  place  : — Teacher : 
"  If  you  children  won't  sit  dowD,  I'll  glue  you  to  your  seats." 
Five-year-old  :  "  Ma  says  she'll '  Seccotine  '  me." 


Grace  iRotea. 


We  understand  that  Bovril  (Limited)  is  offering  a  special 
5-per-cent.  bonus  to  retailers  for  autumn  trade. 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  intimate  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  their  best  quality  indiarubber  enemas — from  4<l.s.  to 
42,o.  Qd.  per  doz.,  and  of  the  ''Arabesque"  from  43s.  to 
41s.  6d.  per  doz. 

Messes.  Thomas  Tyrer  &  Co.  (Limited),  Stratford*- 
London,  E.,  intimate  that  their  works  and  warehouses  wil1 
be  closed  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  September  27  and  28,  for 
the  purposes  of  stocktakings. 

"  Tabloid  "  morphine  and  emetine  is  a  compressed  com- 
bination of  morphine  i  gr.  and  emetine  ^  gr.,  with  ar> 
agreeably-tasting  and  soluble  excipient,  making  a  tiny  4-gr. 
lozenge.  The  combination  strikes  us  as  a  good  one  for  cough, 
and  that  is  what  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  have 
introduced  it  for.    The  tabloids  are  put  up  in  bottles  of  fifty. 

Income-tax  Overcharges. — Writing  in  regard  to  these, 
the  Income-tax  Adjustment  Agency  (Limited),  Poultry,  E.G., 
say  those  of  our  jreaders  who  find  that  their  profits  of  the  last 
three  years  show  an  average  less  than  the  amount  upon 
which  they  paid  tax  for  1900-1,  should  give  notice  of  appeal! 
in  respect  of  that  year,  and  claim  repayment  of  the 
amount  overpaid.  There  is  no  time  to  lose  in  business- 
appeals,  while  a  claim  to  set-off  a  loss  in  farming  or  business 
against  income  from  other  sources  must  be  lodged  before 
October  6  next.  Many  people  are  now  entitled  to  make  a 
claim  for  three  years  to  April  5  last,  and  the  amount- 
recoverable  might  amount  to  upwards  of  45Z.  The  Agency 
will  advise  our  readers  gratuitously. 

Little  "  Nipper  "  Camera  Competitions. — Messrs, 
W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  have  organised  a  series) 
of  competitions  for  No.  1  and  No.  2  "Nipper"  pictures  in 
six  classes  for  25Z.  9s.  6d.  in  cash  prizes.  The  classes  cover 
moving  objects,  interiors  with  figures,  portraits,  general 
subjects,  enlargements,  and  stereoscopic  pictures.  Six  pic- 
tures for  each  class  are  to  be  submitted,  but  competitors 
need  send  for  any  one  class  only,  or  for  all.  The  first 
prizes  are  11.  Is.  and  21.  2s.,  and  the  competition  remains 
open  until  December  31,  1901.  Full  particulars  are  given  in 
a  pamphlet,  of  which  retailers  may  obtain  copies  on  applica- 
tion to  Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  who  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  splendid  way  in  which  they  sustain  the  Little 
"  Nipper "  boom,  which  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best- 
feeders  of  the  photographic  trade  that  we  have  had  for  many 
a  day. 

Vaccination  Demands. — London  is  such  a  vast  place 
that  it  is  difficult  for  its  inhabitants  to  realise  that  at- 
present  the  sanitary  authorities  are  fighting  an  outbreak  of 
smallpox,  which  has  been  steadily  growing  since  July,  when 
there  were  less  than  a  score  of  cases  ;  now  there  are  ten  times 
as  many.  The  disturbing  thing  is  that  it  is  not  exactly 
known  where  to  locate  the  origin  of  the  cases,  as  they  are 
coming  from  various  parts  of  London.  The  supply  of 
vaccination-shields  is  likely  to  be  brisk.  In  this  connection 
one  of  our  representatives  reports  a  recent  call  on  Mr. 
William  Cowan,  Duncas  Street,  Glasgow,  who,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  put  the  first  popular  shield  on  the 
market.  Like  other  useful  inventions,  Cowan's  shield  has  an- 
interesting  history.  He  made  it  originally  for  his  own  son, 
and  discerning  neighbours  got  him  to  make  shields  for  the 
use  of  their  children.  The  family  doctor  and  a  chemist 
having  seen  the  shield,  advised  Mr.  Cowan  to  make  it  for 
the  trade.  This  was  done,  and  perhaps  some  of  our  readers 
may  recall  how  Mr.  Cowan  came  round  in  a  modest  way  to 
sell  the  shield,  and  he  got  a  cheerful  reception  from  chemists 
and  druggists.  Since  then  his  shield  has  become  widely 
known,  and  Mr.  Cowan  told  our  representative  that  "  irs 
castle  and  cottage  alike  it  is  to  be  found,  and  from  the 
Royal  family  downwards  he  holds  letters  of  thanks.  The  merits 
of  the  shield  were  put  to  a  thorough  test  during  the  recent 
revere  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Glasgow,  when  the  output  of  the 
shields  reached  a  record.  The  shields  are  supplied  to 
retailers  through  the  wholesale  houses  at  prices  ranging  froia 
Is  lOd.  up  to  18s.  per  dozen. 
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Observations  ano  IReflecttons. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Atomic  Theory 

has  been,  as  Professor  Eiicker  and  Lord 
Kelvin  finely  show,  the  basis  of  most  of  the  science  of  the 
nineteenth  century ;  it  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  the  key- 
note of  that  century's  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  Nature. 
Bat  as  it  is  this,  so  much  the  more  important  is  it  that  it3 
tfrath  should  be  challenged  at  times.    The  chemists  and 
physicists  of  the  eighteenth  century  lost  a  vast  amount  of 
time,  and  wasted  an  enormous  deal  of  brain  power  through 
having  to  adapt  every  new  fact  they  discovered  to  the 
phlogiston  theory.    Are  we  living  in  a  similar  fool's  paradise  1 
The  President  of  the  British  Association,  in  his  masterly 
address,  goes  a  good  way  towards  reassuring  us  ;  but  it  is 
significant  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  century  a  sort 
of  official  defence  of  the  atomic  theory  should  be  deemed 
necessary.    It  would  be  very  "  unfair  to  the  atomic  theory," 
to  use  Professor  Kiicker's  curious  phrase,  for  a  totally 
ignorant  person  like  myself  to  assume  that  the  French  and 
German  gentlemen  who,  as  I  gather,  have  been  attacking 
it,  have  made  out  anything  like  a  case  against  it.    Nor  am  I 
shaken  in  my  faith  in  it  by  the  numerous  modifications  of 
the  theory  which  new  facts  have  made  necessary  since 
Dalton  conceived  it.     These  have  been  rather  of  the 
•character  of  development  than  of  contradiction.    But  the 
distance  we  have  travelled  in  that  direction  may  be  esti- 
mated by  noting  the  cool  way  in  which  Professor  Riicker 
refers  to  "  the  accepted  theory "  that  electricity  breaks 
foits  ofE  the  atoms  of  a  gas,  and  that  these  clippings  serve 
as  carriers  of  the  negative  and  positive  currents.    It  is 
not  long  since  that  a  reference  to  "  half  an  atom  "  was  re- 
garded as  a  palpably  absurd  expression. 

The  German  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Scheme 

for  enabling 

its  members  to  compete  with  makers  of  proprietary  medicines 
is  well  worth  watching,  and  perhaps  imitating.  The  scheme, 
as  I  understand  it,  contemplates  the  compilation  of  a  series 
of  formulas  for  the  usually  required  put-up  medicines,  from 
which  co-operating  members  are  to  work.  They  are  to  agree  to 
put  up  these  articles  in  uniform  style,  and  to  sell  them  at 
uniform  prices.  Those  who  associate  in  this  enterprise,  and 
are  willing  to  abide  by  the  rules,  are  to  be  privileged  to  use 
a  trade-mark,  which  the  society  itself  will  register,  on  each 
package.  The  piincipal  objection  to  this  plan  is  the  im- 
possibility of  restricting  the  formulas  to  those  chemists  who 
may  unite  to  make  it  effective.  If  the  medicines  become 
popular  other  chemists  will  make  them  from  the  same 
(formulas,  and  to  attract  trade  will  no  doubt  cut  the  prices. 
These  competitors  will  not  be  able  to  use  the  trade-mark,  it 
is  true,  but  the  question  is,  whether  that  guarantee  will 
become  sufficiently  esteemed  by  the  public  to  make  it 
-essential.  This  difficulty  might,  of  course,  be  avoided  if  the 
Verein  made  the  medicines  itself ;  but  in  that  case  they 
would  be  secret  remedies,  and  consequently  illegal.  I 
suppose  it  would  be  almost  treasonable  to  suggest  that  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  which  has  already  gone 
a  little  way  in  the  same  direction,  should  consider  whether 
it  might  not  follow  the  Apotheker  Verein's  lead,  and  put  up 
a  series  of  B.P.C.  proprietaries.    Why  not  ? 

Higher  Commercial  Education 

is  upon  us.  If  we  do  not 
adopt  it,  says  the  Times,  "  Englishmen  will  have  abundant 
opportunities  for  reflecting  upon  the  causes  of  the  success 
which  attends  some   of  the  rivals  of  our  commercial  , 


supremacy."  This  sententious  threat  means,  as  far  as  I  can 
make  out,  that  we  must  institute  courses  of  instruction  in 
commercial  subjects,  endow  a  few  professorships,  and  above 
all  establish  more  examinations.  The  Pennsylvaniau  Uni- 
versity now  gives  a  degree  of  "  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Economics,"  and  the  Universities  of  Chicago,  California, 
South  Dakota,  and  Vermont  have  followed  suit  with  "  com- 
mercial degree  courses."  The  idea  of  capped  and  gowned 
professors  teaching  J.  D.  Rockefeller  and  Andrew  Carnegie 
how  to  conduct  their  businesses  is  amusing  enough  ;  but  the 
aspiration  after  commercial  examinations  is  pathetic. 
Examinations  have  ruined  myriads  of  useful  brains — it  is 
doubtrul  whether  they  have  benefited  any  but  their  appli- 
cation to  commerce  is  a  reduction  to  absurdity.  If  there  are 
any  innate  faculties,  business  capacity  is  surely  one  ;  if  it  is 
not  innate  it  will  certainly  not  be  created  at  colleges  ;  and 
the  pretence  of  testing  it  and  guaranteeing  it  by  answers  to 
a  series  of  academic  questions  is  educatiocalism  gone  quite 
cranky. 

The  "Scotch"  v.  "Scottish"  Controversy 

is  tempting,  but 

it  is  hardly  open  to  a  Saxon  barbarian.  Mr.  Ford's  letter, 
however,  reminds  me  of  a  conversation  I  once  had  with  the 
late  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  of  Glasgow,  on  this  point.  He  held 
that  "  Scotch "  was  correct  in  certain  connections,  and 
"Scottish"  in  others,  and  he  subsequently  wrote  me  a  letter 
on  the  subject,  illustrating  his  opinion  by  examples.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  have  entirely  forgotten  the  indications 
he  gave  me,  but  I  remember  discussing  them  with  another 
gentleman  from  the  same  city.  He  was  not  bigoted  about 
the  words,  but  they  seemed  to  excite  him,  and  in  almost  the 
exact  terms  of  the  Editor's  footnote  he  cut  short  the  dis- 
cussion with  the  remark  (it  was  near  bed-time)  that 
"  Scotch  is  a  good  old  word  which  expresses  exactly  what 
I  mean.  I  prefer  it  to  Irish."  Perhaps  I  may  add  a 
quotation  from  the  "  Century  Dictionary  "  on  this  subject. 
That  authority,  after  stating  that  "Scotch  "  is  a  contraction 
of  " Scottish,"  says  :  "  The  form  'Scotch'  used  in  England 
and  the  United  States  is  little  used  in  Scotland,  where 
either  '  Scottish '  or  '  Scots '  prevail,  and  where  the  prefer- 
ence for  'Scotsman'  instead  of  'Scotchman'  is  still  more 
decided." — [And  there  the  "  Century  Dictionary  "  is  wrong. — ■ 
Ed.  C.  &  £>.] 

The  Side-line  Development  of  Pharmacy 

is  strikingly  illus- 
trated by  an  article  in  the  American  Druggist  in  which  the 
writer  gives  details  of  a  stocktaking  in  which  he  was  in- 
terested. The  business  valued  is  in  a  town  twenty  miles 
from  New  York.  The  town  has  5,000  inhabitants  and  two 
other  drug-stores.  This  business  was  established  eighteen 
years  ago  with  about  800/.  capital.  Now  four  registered 
pharmacists  and  a  porter  constitute  the  staff.  There  has 
evidently  been  a  good  deal  of  wtll-directed  energy  in  the 
management  of  the  pharmacy,  for  the  "trade  in  antitoxin, 
vaccine,  and  new  remedies  covers  the  whole  county,  orders 
being  sent  by  telephone  and  delivered  by  mail."  Patents 
are  bought  in  jobbing  quantities,  and  the  reputation  of 
"keeping  everything"  has  been  attained.  The  inventory 
was  taken  down  on  separate  sheets,  only  one  class  of  goods 
being  entered  on  aDy  one  sheet,  so  that  it  was  easy  after- 
wards to  classify  the  items.  The  total  value  of  the  fixtures 
was  found  to  be  nearly  1,000/.  (#4  801).  This  estimate,  it 
is  worth  mentioning,  included  45/.  worth  of  "  books  in 
library,"  and  a  200/.  soda-fountain.  The  total  value  of  the 
stock  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicines  (not  proprietaries) 
comes  out  at  550/. ;  patents  and  proprietaries  are  returned 
at  460/. ;  perfumery  and  toilet  articles  generally,  about  250/.; 
wines  and  liquors,  nearly  400/.  ;  cigars,  18/. ;  optical  stock, 
nearly  40/. ;  cutlery  (razors,  pocket-knives,  scissors,  &c),  60Z. ; 
stationery,  50/.  ;  surgical  appliances  of  all  kinds,  about  150/. 
The  total  stock  and  fixtures  tell  up  to  3,300/.,  and  of  this  only 
550/.  belongs  to  pharmacy  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ok  "Sanltas"  Co*,  Clm. 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

" S ANITAS"  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"SOLDIS,"  "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "  FORMITAS," 
"KINCZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
other  Sanitary  &  Disinfecting  Appliances. 

Full  Catalogue  and"  Bow  to  Disinfect "  Book  will  be  sent  free  on 
application  to— 

THE  "SAKITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


SEASONABLE. 


SALEABLE.  PROFITABLE. 

TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 

DAIRY  HELPS- 

BUTTER  POWDER, 
BUTTER  COLOUR, 
CHEESE  RENNET, 
CHEESE  COLOUR, 

&c,  &c. 


Every  Chemist  should  stock  these  Preparations.  The  Makers  will  be 
pleased  to  send  samples,  terms,  and  particulars  of  advertising  matter  to 
any  Chemist  not  stocking.      MAKERS'  ADDBESS:— 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN. 
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BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA. 

BY 

H.  WIPPELL  GADD, 

Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  of  the 
Society  of  Public  Analysts. 
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TENTH  THOUSAND. 
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Bristol  and  Exeter. 
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Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d.a 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 


Oan  be 
obtained  from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &o.,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO,  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 
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Car.  S.  IVEUIVEFORD 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

22/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
1    STARCH  POWDER 

19/  swk 

No.  2  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

21  /  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

22/  cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
'PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/3 

1       Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/cwV 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
I  TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ cd 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/HUE 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  113  lbs.L 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  ralll 
London  at  above  prices. 


13th    EDITION,    REVISED,    10s.  6d. 

HOBLYN'S 

DICTIONARY  OF  MEDICAL  TERMS, 

"  As  a  handy  reference  volume  it  will  prove  invaluable."— 

[1]  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  LONDON,  E.C. 


JEMtorfal  Comments. 


Poisons  Schedule  Anomalies. 

The  ccmmittee  appointed  by  the  Privy  Council  to  consider 
the  Poisons  Schedule  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  is  still  silent, 
and  we  suppose  it  will  remain  so  until  the  best  of  the- 
pheasant-shooting  is  over.  The  business  for  which  it  has- 
been  appointed  is  not  particularly  urgent,  and  we  are  not- 
confident  enough  as  to  the  friendliness  of  the  Privy  Council 
towards  legalised  sellers  of  poisons  to  advocate  haste  with 
the  work ;  but  that  there  is  need  for  revision  of  the  schedule- 
is  unquestionable.  Any  intelligent  person  who  attempts  to 
sort  a  list  of  common  medicinal  preparations  containing- 
poisons  (according  to  Parts  1  and  2)  soon  appreciates  how 
strangely  some  preparations  fall  when  placed  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  law  and  decisions  by  the- 
law's  best  expounders.  The  first  and  most  important  diffi- 
culty arises  in  regard  to  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids. 
These  are  now  much  more  commonly  employed  than  was- 
the  case  in  1858,  and  besides  dispensing  transactions  the* 
public  demand  for  them  has  to  be  met.  In  the  original 
schedule  "  strychnine  and  all  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids- 
and  their  salts  "  was  the  only  item  referring  to  alkaloids. 
On  the  earliest  opportunity  it  was,  by  the  statutory  method, 
declared  that  preparations  of  atropine,  of  strychnine,  and  of 
morphine  should  be  deemed  to  be  poisons,  and  of  these  th& 
first  and  second  were  specifically  placed  in  the  first 
part  of  the  schedule,  and  preparations  of  morphine 
in  the  second  part.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the- 
trouble,  so  far  as  alkaloids  are  concerned ;  yet  it 
helps  to  show  at  least  one  need  fcr  naming  "prepara- 
tions" in  the  schedule.  It  was  established  later,  in 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench — first  by  Justices  Lush  and 
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Hannen,  in  1870,  then  more  decidedly  by  Justices  Lawrance 
and  Collins  (<7.  &  D.,  February  18,  1893)— that  a  compound 
containing  a  poison  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  poison  itself 
until  we  get  down  to  that  principle  in  law,  Be  minimis  non 
curat  lex.     Therefore,  it  appears  to  be  unnecessary  to 
specify  "  preparations "  in  the  schedule  at  all.    But  it 
happens  that  preparations  of  same  poisons  may  either  be  so 
much  less  dangerous  or  so  much  more  required  than  the 
pure  poisons  that  the  restrictions  of  Part  1  would  be 
excessive.    This  was  the  guiding  principle  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  when,  in  1869,  it  placed  preparations  of 
corrosive  sublimate  and  preparations  of  morphine  in  Part  2, 
while  those  of  atropine  and  strychnine  were  put  in  Part  1. 
It  is  a  rjotable  fact  that  the  Sale  of  Poisons  (Ireland)  Act, 
passed  in  1870,  does  not  include  preparations  of  atropine 
and  of  strychnine  in  the  schedule,  although  it  has  prepara- 
tions of  corrosive  sublimate  and  of  morphine  in  Part  2,  and 
as  the  framers  of  the  1870  Act  selected  from  the  British 
additions  of  the  year  before,  we  are  almost  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  regarded  the  addition  of  "  preparations  " 
as  tautological,  unless  it  conveyed  an  exception,  as  in  the 
case  of  preparations  of  Part  1  articles  being  put  in  Part  2. 
That  the  framers  of  the  schedule  meant  to  exclude  prepara- 
tions of  poisons  by  not  naming  them  is  evident  from  the 
composition  of  the  original  schedule,  and  the  resolution  of 
1869  which  scheduled  preparations  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
&c.    Thus,  in  the  original  schedule,  emetic  tartar  occurs  in 
Part  1,  and  preparations  of  it  are  not  mentioned,  surely 
because  the  framers  of  the  Act  knew  of  the  fatalities  which 
occur  by  mistaking  emetic  tartar  for  harmless  powders  like 
it  in  appearance,  while  preparations  of  emetic  tartar  are  as 
harmless  as  those  of  ipecacuanha.   The  High  Court  decisions 
now  compel  us  to  regard  antimonial  wine  as  a  poison  in 
the  first  part  of  the  schedule.    Another  anomaly  that  may 
be  referred  to  is  provided  by  cantharidis,  the  drug  itself 
being  in  Part  1,  while  the  tincture  and  all  vesicating  liquid 
preparations  were  put  in  Part  2,  after  the  Act  passed 
Common  sense  infers  from  this  that  blistering-ointment  and 
cantharidis-plaster  were  not  intended  to  be  scheduled ; 
but  since    they    are    not   liquid    preparations,   and  as 
they  do  contain    the    poison,    they   in   strict  legality 
should  be  treated  like  cantharidis  itself — viz.,  as  Part  1 
poisons.    Who  ever  does  ?    Of  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids 
which  have  come  into  frequent  use  since  1868  cocaine 
and  codeine  are  good  examples  of  the  anomalous  condi- 
tion that  arises  from  not  specifying  "preparations,"  for 
as  they  are  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids  they  fall  into 
part  1,  and  all  preparaticns  of  them  must  be  signed  for 
when  retailed.    This  is  particularly  absu-d  in  the  case  of 
such  a  preparation  as  syrup  of  codeine,  or  any  pectoral 
preparations  containing  the  alkaloid,  which  is  not  so 
poisonous  as  morphine,  whose  preparations  are  in  Part  2. 
The  same  might  be  said  of  certain  preparations  of  cocaine, 
now    a    frequent    constituent    of    voice-lozenges  and 
tablets,  which  one  has  no  legal  right  to  sell  by  retail 
without  an  entry  in   the  poison-book,  unless  one  takes 
shelter   behind  the  Privy   Council's  advice   of  1869  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  when  it  said  a  "preparation' 
"  does  not  mean  a  compound  which  is  in  itself  perfectly 
harmless,  although  into  its  composition  may  enter  a  poison, 
or  the  preparation  of  a  poison,  which,  taken  alone,  would  be 
dangerous  or  deadly."    That  advice  has  since  been  indepen- 
dently endorsed  by  High  Court  Judges  ;  but  we  know  its 
limitations,  and  that  the  safe  path  of  the  retailer  does  not 
lie  in  ignoring  the  Act.    We  do  not  suppose  that  the  Privy 
Council  contemplated  these  anomalies  when  it  appointed 
the  Committee  of  inquiry  in  June  ;  but  they  are  worthy  of 
attention,  especially  by  the  pharmaceutical  representative  | 


on  the  committee.  Whether  Mr.  Martindale  is  to  act  as  an 
individual  or  in  a  representative  capacity  is  not  clear  ;  at  all 
events  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  appears  not  to  have 
done  a  single  thing  towards  formulating  its  views  as  to  the 
revision  of  the  Poisons  Schedule.  These  are  well-known  to 
be  nebulous,  and  it  is  more  than  time  for  the  members  of 
the  Council  to  face  the  matter  as  a  body,  thoroughly  con- 
sider it,  and  lay  down  principles  which  will  guide  Mr. 
Martindale  at  Whitehall.  Besides  the  few  points  indicated 
in  this  article  there  are  others  whish  have  never  been 
squarely  faced  by  our  pharmaceutical  leaders,  and  now  is  the 
time  for  them  to  do  something. 


Fiscal  Analysis. 

The  report  of  the  principal  chemist  of  the  Government 
Laboratory  upon  the  work  of  the  laboratory  for  the  year  end- 
ing March  31, 1901,  has  given  our  daily  contemporaries  some 
interesting  information  since  our  last  issue,  and  yet  there  is 
a  good  deal  in  it  which  the  blue-pencil  wielders  have  not 
touched.  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  has  the  knack  of  presenting  facts, 
generally  dry,  in  an  attractive  style,  and  although  he  has 
nearly  half  a  million  analyses  and  examinations  to  choose 
from  (actually  402  164)  the  plethora  can  scarcely  be  an 
advantage  in  writing  a  report  of  twenty  folio  pages.    One  of 
the  most  interesting  items  in  the  report  this  year  deals 
with  methylated  sp;rit,  and  incidentally  we  get  at  the 
consumption  of  this  duty-free  spirit  from  the  figures  given  of 
the  naphtha  and  mineral  naphtha  passed  for  methylation 
purposes.    DuriDg  the  year,  350,939  gals,  of  wood  naphtha 
were  approved,  and  this  represents  ten  times  as  much 
methylated  spirit,  but  only  5,377  gals,  of  mineral  naphtha 
were  approved  for  use,  and,  as  §  of  1  per  cent,  of  this  is  added 
to  methylated  spirit,  it  follows  that  of  the  3,509,390  gals, 
only  1,355,035  gals,  were  mineralised  for  public  sale,  so 
that  2,154,325  gals,  were  used  for  industrial  purposes — 
making  varnish,  pharmaceutical  preparations,  ether,  collodion, 
and  the  like.  We  noted,  a  fortnight  since,  that  110,357  proof 
gals,  of  spirit  were  imported  for  methylation,  representing, 
say,  60,000  gals,  of  finished  methylated  spirit,  consequently 
the    supply  of    the   duty-free  spirit  for  methylation  is 
essentially  of  British  origin.  The  consumption  of  methylated 
spirit  is  increasing,  for  the  wood  naphtha  passed  in  1899 
amounted  to  322,831  gals.,  in  1900,  338,165  gals  ,  and  in  1901, 
350,939  gals.    Dr.  Thorpe  remarks  at  some  length  on  the 
character  of  the  wood  naphtha  submitted  for  approval,  and 
shows  that  his   department  did  a  very  good  thing  for 
naphtha  makers  when  they,  in  July,  1899,  published  the 
methods  of  analyses  and  the  standards  adopted  by  the 
department.    The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  remarks  on 
the  subject : — 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  so-called  wood  naphtha  im- 
ported from  the  continent  at  the  time  the  instructions  were  issued 
consisted  of  by-products,  from  which  a  large  percentage  of  the 
methyl  alcohol  had  been  removed.  In  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1899,  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  of  this 
character  rejected.  In  the  last  quarter  of  that  year  about  one- 
third  of  the  samples  submitted  contained  less  than  the  minimum 
quantity  of  72  per  cent,  of  methyl  alcohol.  The  deficiency  in  a, 
very  large  proportion  of  these  samples  was  excessive,  amounting 
in  many  cases  to  10  to  20  per  cent.,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  to 
30  per  cent,  and  upwards.  The  percentage  of  "  acetone  "  and 
"esters  "  in  such  samples  was  correspondingly  high.  In  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  the  following  year,  six  months  after  the 
issue  of  the  new  instructions,  the  number  of  samples  with  less 
than  the  minimum  percentage  of  methyl  alcohol  had  fallen  to 
one-sixth  of  the  total  number  submitted,  and  of  these  consider- 
ably more  than  half  contained  between  70  and  72  per  cent.,  and 
only  in  a  single  sample  did  the  deficiency  amount  to  more  than 
10  per  cent.  In  the  last  quarter  of  this  year  only  10  out  of  242 
samples  submitted  were  deficient  in  methyl  alcohol,  and  all  of  them 
contained  over  70  per  cent.    The  number  of  samples  containing 
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an  excess  of  "  acetone"  and  "  esters"  was  six  and  one  respectively 
in  the  same  period.  A  no  less  satisfactory  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  the  "purity"  character  of  the  wood  naphtha,  for 
during  the  final  quarter  of  last  year  only  two  samples  were 
rejected,  solely  on  the  ground  of  being  "  too  pure,"  and  none  of 
those  examined  was  exceptionally  impure.  Notwithstanding  the  in- 
creased quantity  required  last  year,  only  about  5  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  submitted  proved  unacceptable,  and,  as  applications  for 
the  examination  details  have  been  received  from  makers  of  wood 
naphtha  on  the  continent  and  in  America,  as  well  as  in  this 
country,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  percentage  of 
rejected  samples  will  be  even  less  in  future.  The  standards  or 
limits  laid  down  do  not,  therefore,  appear  to  have  placed  any 
great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  methylators  obtaining  a  sufficient 
supply  of  wood  naphtha  of  the  required  character,  and  the 
approximation  to  a  more  or  less  fixed  type  in  its  character  will 
also  remove  all  reasonable  grounds  for  the  complaints  that  have 
been  made  of  injury  to  workmen  and  others  employed  in  factories 
where  methylated  spirit  is  largely  used. 

In  regard  to  medicinal  and  kindred  preparations  we  notice 
that  the  Customs  Laboratory  examined  tor  alcohol,  &c, 
imports  represented  by  the  following  items  : — 


Samples 

Drugs,  patent  medicines,  and  toilet-requisites    ...  2,075* 

Varnishes  and  paints   374* 

Perfumery    71* 

Essences  for  perfumery,  drinks,  jellies,  cfcc.         ...  390* 

Fruit-juices  (lime,  lemon,  grape,  &c.)    136 

Ethers  (sulphuric,  acetic,  butyric,  &c.)    31 

Ethyl  chloride,  bromide  and  iodide   8 

Chloral  hydrate  and  chloroform      ...       ...       ...  5 

Methyl  alcohol,  for  potability    144* 


The  last  item  is  examined  to  see  if  it  is  so  purified  as  to 
make  it  drinkable ;  if  so,  it  pays  duty  like  ethyl  alcohol. 
The  figures  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year.  Our  export  trade  in  medicinal  tinctures, 
flavouring-essences,  and  perfumes,  and  the  like,  continues  on 
the  increase,  for  Dr.  Thorpe's  staff  examined  for  drawback 
in  the  past  year  10,640  samples,  representing  95,542  gals,  of 
spirit  at  proof,  have  been  examined,  as  compared  with  9,540 
samples  and  80,726  gals,  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 
Dr.  Thorpe  adds  : — 

During  the  last  two  years  it  has  been  observed  that  an  improper 
advantage  was  occasionally  being  taken  of  these  special  regula- 
tions to  send  out  preparations  almost  entirely  devoid  of  medicinal 
or  flavouring  properties.  In  certain  British  colonies,  and  possibly 
in  other  countries  also,  the  rate  of  duty  on  the  spirit  present  in 
medicinal  tinctures,  &c,  is  very  small  as  compared  with  that  on 
spirit  intended  or  capable  of  being  used  for  potable  and  other 
purposes,  and  to  avoid  payment  of  this  higher  rate  of  duty  orders 
are  occasionally  sent  from  abroad  to  include  in  the  consignment 
of  ordinary  medicinal  tinctures,  &c,  considerable  quantities  of 
alcohol  under  names  appertaining  to  such  medicinal  tinctures, 
&c,  but  so  slightly  coloured  or  flavoured  as  to  be  available  for 
other  purposes.  The  explanation  given  by  the  exporters  is  that 
the  preparations  in  question  were  so  ordered  by  their  customers 
abroad,  and  they  pleaded  that  if  their  exportation  were  interfered 
with  they  would  be  obtained  from  the  Continent,  and  so  the  trade 
would  be  lost  to  this  country.  It  may  be  pointed  out,  however, 
that  such  preparations  can  be  legitimately  exported  under  the 
regulations  applicable  to  British  compound  spirits.  The  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue,  after  first  cautioning  the  exporters,  refused  to 
allow  drawback  on  such  preparations  under  the  medicinal  tinc- 
tures regulations,  and  this  action  has  materially,  if  not  yet  quite 
completely,  checked  this  practice. 

This  does  not  of  course  prohibit  exportation  under  the 
drawback  allowed  on  rectified  spirit,  but  this  is  exactly  what 
colonists  wish  to  avoid,  for  by  declaring  the  liquid  to  be 
spirit  they  have  to  pay  the  higher  rate  of  duty.  There  is 
little  else  of  direct  pharmaceutical  interest  in  the  report. 
We  note  that  nicotine  figures  prominently  in  the  tobacco 
class;  no  fewer  than  792  samples  were  examined  at  the 
Customs'  laboratory  during  the  year  to  see  that  it  accorded 
with  the  Treasury  standard  (90  per  cent,  nicotine  and  10 
per  cent,  solids).  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  demand  for 
nicotine  for  horticultural  purposes  that  our  internal  manu- 
facture is  unable  to  cope  with.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
learn  how  much  of  it  is  retailed  as  a  poisonous  vegetable 
alkaloid  and  by  legalised  sellers.    Tea  which  is  refused 


admission  for  home  consumption  can  be  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  caffeine  after  it  has  been  denatured  in  bond 
by  the  admixture  of  a  certain  quantity  of  asafetida  and  lime ; 
676  samples  of  such  denatured  tea  were  tested  at  the 
Customs  during  the  year  before  the  tea  could  be  delivered 
from  bond.    The  work  of  the  Clements'  Inn  laboratory  for 
other  departments  of  the  Government  is  comparatively 
routine  in  character,  but  it  touches  so  many  kinds  of 
articles  that  it  is  almost  a  pity  that  the  methods  of 
analyses  are  kept  secret.     It  would  be    an  immense 
advantage  if  analysts  generally  could  learn  the  official 
methods,  for  although  they  are  intended  for  detecting 
fraud  as  well  as  proving  purity,  we  do  not  imagine  that 
Government  contractors  would  be  clever  enough  to  beat 
the  Government  analysts.    At  all  events  we  put  forward 
the  suggestion  for  consideration,  as  we  think  a  public  service 
would  ba  done  were  it  carried  out.   Wood-naphtha  affords  an 
excellent  precedent.  As  referee  under  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs 
the  laboratory  had  seventy-eight  samples  submitted  by 
magistrates,  and  not  a  drug  among  them.    Dr.  Thorpe  and 
his  assistants  disagreed  with  the  public  analysts  with 
regard  to  milk  in  six  instances  out  of  forty-one,  beer  in  four 
out  of  eleven  samples,  butter  in  four  out  of  ten ;  and  they 
also  differed  from  the  public  analyst  in  regard  to  two 
samples  of  vinegar  said  to  contain  sulphuric  acid  and  added 
acetic  acid ;  coffee  alleged  to  contain  chicory ;  baking- 
powder  stated  to  contain  alum  ;  lemonade  stated  to  be  con- 
taminated with  lead  ;  and  pepper  alleged  to  be  adulteiated 
with  rice.    On  the  whole  the  department  has  disagreed  with 
the  public  analysts'  findings  in  28  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
submitted  to  them,  against  21  per  cent,  the  year  before,  so 
that  reference  to  Clements'  Inn  is  worth  trying. 


Failures  in  1900. 

The  eighteenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
the  Bankruptcy  Act  of  1883  for  the  year  which  ended 
March  31,  1901,  shows  that  during  the  period  4,410  receiv- 
ing-orders were  issued,  as  compared  with  4,083  in  1899.  The 
liabilities,  as  estimated  by  debtors,  amounted  to  6,479,315?. 
and  the  assets  to  2,603,238?.  The  estimated  loss  to  creditors 
was  5,590,362?.,  compared  with  5,216,098?.  in  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  Deeds  of  Arrangement  executed  was 
3,354,  against  2,974— an  increase  of  380.  The  liabilities  in 
this  group  are  put  down  at  4,263,610?.,  aeainst  3,371,666?., 
and  the  assets  at  2,486,913?.,  against  1,774  321?.,  making 
the  loss  to  creditors  2.771,462?.,  against  2,307,073?.  It  will 
be  seen  from  these  figures  that  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  both  in  the  number  of  failures  and  in  the  estimated 
liabilities  and  assets  over  the  year  before,  the  rise  being 
more  marked  in  cases  under  the  Deeds  of  Arrangement  Act 
than  under  the  Bankruptcy  Acts.  The  largest  increase  in 
insolvency  was  in  the  building-trade,  where  155  more  cases 
and  421,396?.  more  liabilities  were  recorded.  Following  as 
this  does  a  large  increase  in  the  previous  year  over  the  pre- 
ceding three  years,  it  is  clear  that  this  trade  has  received  an 
abnormal  and  unhealthy  development.  The  grocery  and 
provision  trades  have  produced  124  more  failures,  and 
102,768?.  more  liabilities.  Among  chemists  and  druggists 
there  were  54  failures  last  year,  with  total  liabilities 
amounting  to  63,834?.,  compared  with  51  failures  and 
44,163?.  of  liabilities  in  1899.  Comparing  these  figures 
with  others  during  the  quinquennium  (1896-1900),  they 
evidently  show  that  1900  was  the  least  prosperous  for 
chemists.    The  figures  are  worth  quoting  : — 

Number  of  1896        1897        1898       1899  1900 

Failures        ...     58  55  47  51  54 

Total  Liabilities...  56,110?.    50,176?.   34,043?.    44,163?.  63,834?. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  figures  relating  to  doctors  of 
medicine,  surgeons,  &c,  show  decreased  liabilities  of 
18,062£.  with  an  increase  of  one  failure  compared  with  1899, 
the  total  being  23,  with  liabilities  estimated  at  26.865Z. — 
the  lowest  amount  for  the  five  years.  There  were  twenty- 
receiving-orders  made  against  chemists  and  druggists — a 
decrease  of  five  compared  with  1899 — and  against  doctors  of 
medicine,  surgeons,  &c,  nineteen  receiving-orders  were 
made,  or  an  increase  of  one.  The  number  of  women  who 
failed  last  year  exceeded  by  forty-four  the  number  who 
failed  in  1899 ;  but  this  increase  is  only  proportionate  to 
the  total  increase  of  failures  of  both  sexes  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  receiving-orders  and  deeds  of  arrange- 
ment in  regard  to  married  women  was  158  ;  widows,  how- 
ever, took  first  place  with  159,  while  spinsters  show  100. 
None  of  the  failures  was  of  great  magnitude,  the  total 
liabilities  being  246,513? ,  and  the  assets  116,7862.  As  in 
previous  years,  the  grocery,  millinery,  and  drapery  trades, 
chiefly  absorbed  these  feminine  energies.  Two  deeds  of 
arrangement  were  registered  against  lady  chemists  and 
druggists,  whose  liabilities  between  them  only  amounted  to 
3121.  with  108/.  assets,  so  that  they  cannot  be  accused  of 
extravagance  in  the  matter  of  credit. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  SALON. 

This  exhibition,  which  opened  to  the  public  on  Wednes- 
day, September  18,  very  much  resembles  its  predecessors, 
the  pictures  being  of  the  gloomy  order  dear  to  the  "  art ' 
photographer.  In  most  of  the  works  such  pains  have  been, 
taken  to  conceal  the  photographic  basis  of  the  "pictures-! 
that  very  little  evidence  of  lens  work  remains.  As  a  result 
we  have  something  which  is  neither  a  picture  nor  a  photo- 
graph. As  pictures,  the  works  fail  conspicuously  to  render 
values,  and  lack  anything  like  transparency  in  the  shadows, 
which  are  generally  opaque  and  leaden  in  the  extreme.  After 
all  a  good  photograph  requires  neither  apology  nor  defence. 
It  has  qualities  of  its  own  which  are  fully  appreciated, 
and  the  scope  for  experimentation  and  improvement  is  wide 
indeed.  We  like  the  work  of  the  exhibitors  best  when  they 
are  showing  us  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  processes 
of  printing  rather  than  the  latest  experiments  in  negative 
"  faking."  Some  of  the  shades  of  brown  used  are  very 
pleasant  to  look  at,  and  there  are  works  which  exhibit  most 
successful  arrangements  of  the  figures  and  objects  included 
in  the  photographs.  An  excellent  portrait  of  Professor 
Young,  M.D.,  by  J.  Craig  Annan,  will  appeal  to  pharmacists 
both  on  account  of  the  personality  of  the  sitter  and  the 
quality  of  the  work  as  photography. 

RETAILING  CARBOLIC  ACID. 

The  Manchester  Coroner's  remarks  on  the  sale  of  carbolic 
acid  in  gingerbeer-bottles  have  brought  a  response  from  Mr. 
David  Hadfield  (Secretary  of  the  Manchester  and  District 
Mineral-water,  &c,  and  Trade  Protection  Association),  who, 
writing  to  the  papers  there,  says  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  notifying  the  scheduling  of  carbolic  acid,  "con- 
sidered that  when  carbolic  acid  was  used  only  bottles 
similar  to  those  prescribed  by  the  regulations  adopted  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  used  to  contain  it." 
Mr.  Hadfield  adds  that  he  has  written  a  large  number  of 
letters  to  chemists  in  Manchester  and  surrounding  districts 
warning  them  against  the  continuance  of  such  a  dangerous 
and  illegal  practice  as  to  sell  the  acid  in  mineral-water 
bottles.  We  are  not  aware  on  what  grounds  Mr.  Hadfield 
bases  his  assertion  of  illegality,  but  it  is  certainly  not  the 
practice  of  registered  chemists  to  sell  the  poison  in  such 
bottles,  and  we  notice  that  two  correspondents  connected 
with  pharmacy  write  to  deny  the  statement,  although  one  of 
them  also  falls  into  Mr.  Hadfield's  mistake  of  supposing  that 


it  is  illegal  to  sell  carbolic  acid  in  bottles  other  than  poison- 
bottles.  It  is  wrong  to  put  such  articles  in  bottles  that  are 
commonly  used  for  drinkables,  and  it  is  wise  to  put  them 
into  distinctive  bottles,  but  recent  fatalities  from  the  out- 
ward application  of  the  pure  acid  suggest  that  a  poison- 
bottle,  distinct  in  shape  from  those  used  for  embrocations, 
liniments,  and  lotions,  should  be  employed. 

A  NEW  IDEA. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Fred  Keynolds  for  this  sketch  of 
the  night-bell  which  Mr.  Harold  E  Matthews,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Clifton,  has  at  his  shop -door.    A  hole  has  been 


sunk  into  the  wall,  and  therein  is  inserted  a  sheet  of  heavy 
bevelled  plate-glass,  with  the  words  as  shown  printed  upon 
it.  Behind  is  an  incandescent  electric  light  that  burns 
all  night.  It  is  a  clever  idea,  and  is  worth  adopting  where 
the  night-bell  is  an  institution. 

CHEMISTS  AND  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

A  correspondent  tells  the  British  Medical  Journal  that  he 
gave  a  prescription  to  a  chemist  for  a  lotion  some  time  ago, 
and  owing  to  its  effect  on  his  patient  he  had  occasion  to 
doubt  whether  the  lotion  had  been  properly  dispensed.  On 
asking  the  chemist  for  his  prescription  he  was  told  that  it 
had  been  destroyed,  but  was  shown  a  copy  of  it  in  the 
chemist's  day-book.  The  correspondent  found  that  ac- 
cording to  this  entry  the  lotion  had  been  made  exactly 
double  the  strength  he  ordered.  He  states  that  his  patient 
has  been  permanently  injured  by  using  the  lotion,  and  he 
wrote  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  about  it,  but  they  have 
declined  to  interfere.  Oar  contemporary,  asked  what 
redress  he  has,  says  : — "  The  patient  might  bring  an  action 
for  damages  against  the  chemist,  who  might  have  some 
difficulty  in  making  a  jury  believe  that  the  entry  in  his  day- 
book was  an  accurate  copy  of  the  doctor's  prescription  after 
his  destruction  of  the  latter.  If  the  doctor  could  prove 
actual  damage  to  himself  from  the  chemist's  mistake,  he 
might  also  sue  him,  but  unless  the  patient  brought  his  action 
against  the  doctor  instead  of  the  chemist,  and  recovered 
damages,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  do  so."  There  is  a  nice 
little  complication,  but  it  is  not  so  extraordinary  as  the 
assertion  that  the  prescription  was  copied  double  the 
strength  of  the  original. 

CHEMISTS'  RISKS. 

A  sympathetic  article  on  the  dangers  attendant  on  the 
calling  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  whether  wholesale  or 
retail,  appears  in  a  recent  issue  of  Chambers's  Journal.  Many 
instances  are  cited  of  narrow  shaves  and  nerve-shaking 
escapes,  but  the  general  tenor  of  the  writer's  remarks  indi- 
cates an  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  surrounding  the  pur- 
suit of  pharmacy,  and  an  admiration  of  the  universal  care 
which  the  pharmacist  exercises  to  prevent  accidents.  Occa- 
sionally it  happens,  says  the  writer,  tbat  spirit  of  hartshorn 
is  sent  out  in  place  of  sal  volatile,  but  the  pungent  smell  of 
the  former  generally  prevents  the  customer  swallowing  it- 
j  Accidents  from  sulphuric  acid  are  detailed  at  leDgth.Jand  tha 
I  experience  of  a  wholesale  druggist  is  given.    He  was  sitting 
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one  morning  at  his  office-desk,  which  was  just  under  the  wet 
room.  All  of  a  sudden  something  splashed  on  the  desk 
beside  him.  He  got  up,  and  went  into  a  corner  of  the  room 
before  looking  up.  A  thin  stream  of  sulphuric  acid  from  a 
bottle  which  bad  burst  upstairs  was  trickling  through  the 
ceiliDg.  After  that  episode  the  whole  of  the  upper  floor  was 
securely  sheeted  with  lead.  An  engineer  in  one  of  the 
largest  chemical  works  in  the  West  of  England  was  walking 
under  one  of  the  vitriol  tanks  when  what  he  thought  was  a 
rain- drop  fell  into  his  eye.  He  brushed  it  off,  but  that  night 
his  eyeball  pained  him  badly,  and  he  lost  the  sight  of  the 
eye  completely.  The  "  rain-drop  "  was  sulphuric  acid.  A 
carter  in  the  employ  of  a  large  railway  company,  who 
recently  delivered  two  large  carboys  of  sulphuric  acid  to  a 
chemist,  drew  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  stoppers  had 
been  shaken  out  in  transit.  The  man  had  stuffed  the  necks 
with  paper,  but  luckily  none  of  the  acid  had  been  spilt.  The 
care  necessary  upon  the  handling  of  prussic  acid  is  com- 
mented upon.  Should  the  dispenser  slip,  break  the  bottle, 
and  cut  himself,  he  might  be  a  dead  man  in  a  minute  if  the 
acid  touched  the  broken  skin  and  got  into  a  vein.  "And 
yet,"  continues  the  writer,  "  there  are  people  who  think  a 
chemist  ought  to  be  hurried,  and  complain  that  they  have 
been  charged,  perhaps,  a  shilling  instead  of  elevenpence  for 
a  preparation  compounded  at  the  risk  of  his  life."  The 
dangers  from  fire  in  the  process  of  camphor-refining  and  the 
recognition  (in  the  shape  of  lower-rate  policies)  by  insurance 
companies  of  the  care  against  fire  and  explosion  exercised  by 
ordinary  retail  pharmacists  are  likewise  alluded  to.  A  list 
of  five  poisoning  cases,  as  recorded  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  January  13,  1900,  page  41,  is  given  to  show 
that  the  seller  of  the  poison  is  seldom  to  blame  for  a  poison- 
ing fatality. 


practical  ftlotes  ano  formulae 

Moth  and  Caterpillar  Lime. 

Kesin  36  parts 

Rape  oil        ...       ...       ...       ...    36  parts 

Venice  turps  20  parts 

Wood-tar      ...       ...       ...       ...     5  parts 

Turpentine   3  parts 

Mix. 

Paint  the  warm  mixture  on  strips  of  paper  laid  smoothly 
on  the  tree-trunk,  about  a  yard  above  ground,  about  the  end 
of  October  or  beginning  of  November,  to  prevent  the  females 
of  the  winter  moth  from  climbing  trees. 

Azimol 

is  an  antiseptic  wash  for  the  mouth  and  skin  prepared  by  a 
Swedish  pharmacist,  which  is  said  to  resemble  the  product 
of  the  following  formula  : — 

Menthol    1 

Oil  of  peppermint    ...    2 

Saccharin     ...       ...       ...       ...  1 

Vanillin         ...       ...       ...       ...  £ 

Tincture  of  rliatany   45 

Alcohol,  95  per- cent.    92 

Magenta    q.s. 

Mix. 

Tooth-paste. 

Prepared  chalk   32  oz. 

Precipitated  chalk  32  oz. 

Powdered  sugar   16  oz. 

Magnesium  carbonate    8  oz. 

Borax   4  oz. 

Carmine   Sufficient 

Oil  of  wihtergreen  (or  rose)         ...  Sufficient 
Mix  the  powders,  add  the  oil,  and  then  gradually  add  sufficient 
of  a  mixture  of  gelatin  1  oz.,  water  16  fl.  oz.,  and  glycerin  32  fl.  oz. 
until  the  product  has  the  desired  sufficiency,  taking  care  that  all 
lumps  be  carefully  reduced. 

— Merck's  Report. 


produce  motes. 


New  Zealand  Honey. 

The  Sydney  Mail  states  that  a  shipment  of  honey  recently 
made  by  a  Poverty  Bay  (N.Z.)  settler  realised  42Z.  10s.  per 
ton  in  the  London  market.  The  settler  in  question  has  been 
obtaining  an  average  yield  of  90  lb.  honey  per  hive  during 
the  season.  [On  July  18,  however,  17  case3  of  prime  New 
Zealand  honey  in  cases  containing  two  tins  of  56  lbs.  each 
sold  at  W.  per  ton. — Ed  ] 

Saffron  in  Burma. 

Saffron  is  an  article  which  is  used  extensively  in  Burma 
in  curries,  and  also  as  a  remedy  for  minor  ailments.  It  is 
imported  to  a  considerable  extent  from  India.  The  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  the  Salween  district  of  Burma  says  it  is 
extensively  cultivated  on  both  banks  of  the  Yunzaline  river 
at  Kuzeik,  about  ten  miles  from  Papun.  The  outturn  is  esti- 
mated at  60,000  viss,  and  it  is  usually  sold  wholesale 
on  the  spot  at  200r.  per  100  viss  (1  vis  =  359  lbs.).  It 
is  planted  in  June,  and  ready  for  market  in  January. 

Gambier  in  Johore. 

The  corresponding  agent  of  the  Imperial  Institute  in 
Johore,  has  sent  the  following  information  regarding  gambier 
to  headquarters  : — "  The  cultivation  of  gambier  in  the  Johore 
State  is  beginning  to  languish  owing  to  the  distance  planters 
require  to  go  from  the  water  before  they  can  find  virgin 
forests  and  fresh  land  for  new  plantations.  This  industry 
is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese.  The  destruction  of 
valuable  forest  trees  is  to  be  regretted — thousands  of  acres 
have  been  cut  down  by  gambier  planters,  who  when  the  soil  is 
exhausted  seek  for  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new.  Some 
have  gone  to  Rajah  Brooke's  territory  in  Sarawak,  and  some 
have  gone  to  British  North  Borneo." 

Portuguese  Olive  Oil. 

Olive  oil  of  a  somewhat  coarse  and  roughly  made  quality 
is  exported  from  Oporto  to  a  certain  extent  to  Brazil. 
Before  long,  however,  it  is  expected  that  Portuguese  oil 
may  compete  with  Italian  for  table  use.  At  present  the 
Portuguese  cannot  even  compete  with  the  Italian  oil  used  in 
the  sardine-packing  trade,  the  latter,  owing  to  the  drawback 
allowed,  being  bought  by  packers  free  of  duty,  and  most  of 
the  tinned  sardines  are  exported.  The  greater  part  of  the 
oil  made  for  home  consumption  and  among  classes  whose 
taste  is  not  very  refined  would  be  totally  unfit  for  export  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  but  some  farmers  are  profiting  by  the 
teachings  of  the  Italian  experts  who  come  out  in  the 
employment  of  the  Portuguese  Government  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  practical  tuition  in  the  art  of  oil-making. 

Cassia  Leaves. 

At  a  recent  drug-auction  in  London  a  quantity  of  leaves 
shipped  from  Ceylon  classified  as  cassia  leaves  was  included 
in  one  of  the  brokers'  catalogues.  These  leaves  are  apparently 
furnished  by  Cassia  aurieulata,  a  tall  shrub  found  wild  in 
India  in  the  Central  Provinces,  Western  Peninsula,  and 
Ceylon.  The  leaves  are  nearly  sessile  and  somewhat  downy 
on  the  under  surface,  obovate-oblong  in  shape,  and  varying 
in  length  to  an  inch  or  more.  They  do  not  appear  to  be  of 
particular  value,  but  are  esteemed  by  the  Cingalese  (to  whom 
they  are  known  under  the  name  of  Hanarvara),  as  an 
alterative,  taken  in  the  form  of  a  decoction  or  infusion,  and 
also  as  a  substitute  for  tea ;  they  are  sometimes  eaten  in 
times  of  scarcity.  In  India  this  species  is  known  as  the 
tanner's  cassia,  as  the  bark  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of 
indigenous  tans,  and  like  myrobalans  is  used  to  modify  dyes. 
Frcm  the  wood  of  the  branches  tooth-brushes  are  made  and 
preferred  by  the  natives  to  those  prepared  from  any  other 
wood.  The  root  is  stated  to  be  of  considerable  value  to 
workers  in  iron  for  tempering  the  metal. 


"Pearsons'  Weekly  "  of  September  12  contains  an  article 
on  "  How  the  King's  Medicines  are  made,"  the  sub-title  being 
"  Some  secrets  that  have  never  before  appeared  in  print." 
It  is  an  account  of  Messrs.  Squire  &  Sons'  Royal  Dispensary, 
such  as  appeared  in  the  C.  4*  D.  on  January  26,  1901. 
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THE  seventy-first  meeting  of  the  British  Association  ends 
in  Glasgow  this  weak.  The  Association  met  there  in 
1840,  1855,  and  1876,  but  this  year's  meeting  eclipses  any- 
thing of  the  kind  ever  seen  there  bsfore,  and  it  is  memorable 
as  having  given  birth  to  a  new  section  devoted  to 

Educational  Science. 

This  is  a  conception  of  Professor  H.  E.  Armstrong's,  who, 
without  departing  from  chemical  research  and  chemistry 
teaching,  finds  time  to  instruct  politicians  and  administrators, 
professors  and  teachers,  as  to  the  purpose  of  education  and 
the  science  of  teaching.  Sir  John  E.  Gorst,  F.R.S.,  who  is 
practically  at  the  head  of  the  Government  Education  De- 
partment, came  down  from  his  Highland  retreat  near 
Pitlochry  to  preside  over  the  Section,  and  he  delivered  an 
address  of  an  academic  nature.  We  can  only  spare  space 
for  what  he  said  on  the  higher  education  which  this  country 
needs  to  fit  it  in  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  battle 
with  other  nations.  What  is  required,  he  said,  is  first  a 
scientific,  well-thought-out  plan  and  then  its  prompt  and 
effective  execution.  A  proper  provision  of  the  various 
grades  and  types  of  technological  instruction  should  be 
organised  in  every  place.  The  aim  of  each  institution 
should  be  clear;  and  the  intellectual  equipment  essential 
for  admission  to  each  should  be  laid  down  and  enforced. 
The  principles  of  true  economy,  from  the  national  point  of 
view,  must  not  be  lost  sight  of.  Provision  can  only  be  made 
(since  it  must  be  of  the  highest  type  to  be  of  the  slightest 
use)  for  those  really  qualified  to  profit  by  it  to  the  point  of 
benefiting  the  community.  Evening-classes  with  no 
standard  for  admission  and  no  test  of  efficiency  may  be 
valuable  from  a  social  point  of  view  as  providing  innocent 
occupation  and  amusement,  but  they  are  doing  little  to  raise 
the  technical  capacity  of  the  nation.  So  far  from  "develop- 
ing a  popular  demand  for  higher  instruction  "  they  may  be 
preventing  its  proper  growth  by  perpetuating  the  popular 
misconception  of  what  real  technical  instruction  is,  and  of  the 
sacrifices  we  must  make  if  our  people  are  to  compete  on 
equal  terms  with  other  nations  in  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  The  progress  made  under  such  a  system  would  at 
first  be  slow ;  the  number  of  students  would  be  few  until 
improvements  in  our  systems  of  primary  and  secondary 
instruction  afforded  more  abundant  material  on  which  to 
work ;  but  our  foundation  would  be  on  a  rock,  and  every 
addition  we  were  able  to  make  would  be  permanent,  and 
contribute  to  the  final  completion  of  the  edifice. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  which  Professor  Armstrong 
opened  on  Friday,  September  13,  on  "  The  Future  Work  of 
the  Section,"  he  said  we  hear  too  much  of  the  superiority  cf 
German  education  to  English.  Such  superiority  as  there  is 
consists  in  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  work  in  the 
schools  is  done,  and  in  the  fact  that  the  Germans  have  made 
research  the  corner-stone  of  their  educational  edifice.  It 
will  be  the  function  of  the  section  gradually  to  shape  a 
science  of  education.  The  first  question  for  consideration  is 
the  preparation  of  a  national  programme  of  education  ;  and 
the  second — dependent  on  the  first — is  the  training  of 
teachers. 

The  Chemical  Section 
was  presided  over  by  Professor  P.  F.  Frankland,  who  on 
September  12  delivered  an  address  on  "The  Position  of 
British  Chemistry  at  the  Dawn  of  the  Twentieth  Century," 
saying  that  the  foundation  of  University  Colleges  and  other 
institutions  for  higher  education  by  private  initiative,  and 
without  a  particle  of  assistance  from  the  public  exchequer,  is 
in  keeping  with  the  history  of  a  country  in  which  it  is  re- 
cognised that  theGrovernment  does  not  lead,  but  only  follows 
where  it  is  drawn  or  propelled.  He  then  glanced  at  the  work 
of  the  Chemical  Society  since  its  foundation.  In  the  decade 
(1855-64)  352  papers  were  printed  in  the  Society's  "  Transac- 
tions," in  the  next  decade  422,  in  1865-74  the  number  had 
increased  to  641,  and  during  the  ten  years  ending  1894  the 
papers  had  reached  847.  The  substantial  increase  in  1875-84 
he  attributed  to  the  foundation  of  the  educational  institu- 
tions already  referred  to.  He  then  spoke  of  some  of  the 
institutions  and  the  chemists  who  worked  in  them — viz.,  of 


Owens  College,  with  Roscoe,  Schoslemmer,  Harold  Dixon, 
and  Perkin,  jun. ;  of  Yorkshire  College,  with  Thorpe;  of 
Bristol  College,  with  Ramsay  and  Sidney  Young ;  of  Dundee 
College,  with  Carnelley  ;  and  of  Aberystwith,  with  Humpidge, 
showing  that  these  comparatively  new  institutions  were 
centres  of  great  research  activity,  which  has  been  reflected 
in  contributions  to  the  Chemical  Society.  Toother  present- 
day  workers  he  also  referred,  but  he  said — 

The  annals  of  British  chemistry  are  by  no  means  an  exclusive 
record  of  the  exploits  of  those  engaged  in  the  teaching  of  our 
science.  I  have  already  referred  to  the  importance  of  the  con- 
tributions made  by  men  of  leisure,  but  an  equally  noteworthy 
feature  of  British  chemistry  is  tbat  its  progress  has  been  so  often 
furthered  by  men  who  have  snatched  the  time  for  investigation 
out  of  a  busy  professional  or  industrial  life.  Belonging  to  this 
category  the  names  of  a  long  line  of  distinguished  chemists  of  our 
own  time  suggest  themselves  :  Warren  de  la  Rue,  HugoMuller,  Sir 
John  Lawes,  Sir  William  Crookes,  Sir  William  Abney,  Peter 
Griess,  Newlands,  O'Sullivan,  Horace  and  Adrian  Brown,  Harris 
Morris,  Cross,  and  Bevan.  To  this  group  of  chemists  belongs 
also  Dr.  Ludwig  Mond. 

Other  institutions  intended  for  purposes  of  research  have  been  es- 
tablished during  the  past  twenty  five  years.  Of  these  the  first  is  the 
Rothamsted  Laboratory,  so  celebrated  during  the  last  half-century 
for  the  memorable  investigations  of  Lawes,  Gilbert,  Pugh,  and 
Warington.  Secondly,  there  is  the  Research  Laboratory,  which 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  established  with  the  view  of 
raising  to  a  higher  level  the  chemical  education  of  its  most 
promising  future  members.  This  laboratory  has  furnished  the 
opportunity  for  the  valuable  investigations  of  its  first  director, 
Professor  Dunstan,  and  of  his  successor,  Dr.  Collie.  Still  more 
recently  a  chemical -research  laboratory  has  been  established  in 
the  Imperial  Institute,  in  which  Professor  Dunstan  and  his 
assistants  are  busily  investigating  the  chemical  nature  of 
numerous  interesting  products  obtained  from  all  parts  of  Greater 
Britain.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  much  extended  culti- 
vation of  scientific  chemistry  in  this  country,  which  is  such  a 
noticeable  feature  of  the  concluding  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  a  most  fortunate,  and  more 
or  less  accidental,  circumstance,  without  which  the  energy  and 
enthusiasm  of  our  chemical  teachers  would  have  been  seriously 
restricted  in  their  influence — viz.,  the  very  substantial  surplus, 
producing  an  income  of  6,000?.  to  7,000?.  a  year,  of  which  the 
Commissioners  of  the  1851  Exhibition  found  themselves  possessed, 
and  its  utilisation  on  the  advice  of  the  late  Lord  Playfair  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Research  Scholarships  which  have  for  some  ten 
years  past  beon  so  highly  prized  by  all  the  educational  institutions 
permitted  to  participate  in  them. 

From  these  and  other  considerations  Professor  Frankland 
concluded  that  the  quality  of  our  British  chemical  investiga- 
tions is  high  ;  but  as  to  the  quantity  a  comparison  with  the 
number  of  papers  communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society  of 
Berlin,  showed,  roughly,  that  the  German  Society  has  as 
many  papers  in  a  year  as  the  Chemical  Society  of  London 
has  in  a  decade.  Professor  Frankland  showed  that  this 
difference  is  really  due  to  the  fact  that  in  Germany  science 
and  learning  hold  a  better  position  than  in  this  country,  and 
are  more  attractive  to  men  of  parts  He  claimed  better 
consideration  for  such  men  here,  especially  that  as  good 
pecuniary  and  social  recognition  should  be  given  to  leaders 
in  the  academic  world  as  is  meted  to  Archbishops  and  Lord 
Chancellors,  and  he  concluded  with  suggestions  for  facilitat- 
ing the  migration  of  students  from  one  seat  of  learning  to 
another,  so  as  to  secure  the  best  possible  higher  education. 

The  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Frankland  was  moved  by 
Sir  Henry  E.  Roscoe,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe. 
There  immediately  followed  an  important  discussion  on 

Duty  free  Alcohol  for  Research, 

which  was  opened  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Lawrance,  of  Owens  College. 
He  started  with  a  reference  to  the  commercial  and  scientific 
achievements  of  the  Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik, 
especially  in  regard  to  indigo,  and  said  that  success  in 
organic  synthesis  such  as  that  depends  upon  the  use  of  large 
quantities  of  absolute  ethyl  and  methyl  alcohols.  He  argued 
that  the  duty  on  alcohol  is  a  consumptive  tax,  and  it 
never  was  the  wish  of  any  Administration  to  tax  experi- 
mental science  and  the  industries  which  resulted  from  these 
experiments.  Owens  College  pays  an  average  of  50?.  a  year 
duty  on  methyl  and  ethyl  alcohols.  In  France  there  is  a 
consumptive  tax  of  220f.  per  hectolitre  on  pure  alcohol,  from 
which  alcohol  used  for  industrial  and  research  purposes  is 
exempt,  and  only  subject  to  a  statistical-tax  of  25  centimes 
per  hectolitre.    In  Germany  alcohol  used  for  industrial  or 
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medicinal  purposes  or  for  chemical  research  is  exempt  from 
the  spirit  tax.  In  this  country  the  Treasury  refuses  to  move 
in  the  matter  of  granting  duty-free  alcohol  for  chemical 
organic  research  on  the  ground  that  the  duty  on  pure 
alcohol  and  ether  is  more  than  paid  back  to  chemical  science 
by  Treasury  grants.  The  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  objects 
to  the  remission  of  the  duty  on  pure  alcohol  because  the 
administration  would  be  costly  and  complicated ;  but  that  is 
not  found  to  be  the  case  in  France,  where  the  cost  of 
administration  is  paid  by  the  small  statistical  tax.  In 
America  and  Canada  colleges  and  laboratories  for  chemical 
research  are  permitted  to  use  alcohol  free  of  duty  on  a 
signed  requisition  from  the  head  of  the  college  or  depart- 
ment. He  suggested  a  scheme  by  which  in  the  United 
Kingdom  college  and  other  research  laboratories  desirous  of 
using  pure  alcohol  for  scientific  purposes  might  apply  to  the 
Board  of  Inland  Eevenue  for  a  licence  at  a  cost  of  5s  Or 
10s.,  and  the  manufacturer  or  retailer  supplying  the  article 
might  with  the  delivery-note  send  a  form  which  would  be 
filled  up  and  signed  by  the  director  of  the  institution  or 
laboratory— the  manufacturer  or  retailer  obtaining  ulti- 
mately a  remission  of  the  duty  from  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  on  preseotiDg  that  form.  Foreign  alcohol  could  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way  through  the  Customs.  He  sug- 
gested that  an  influential  deputation  from  the  Association 
should  wait  on  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  said  that  the  two  main  taxable  commodi- 
ties in  Great  Britain  are  alcohol  and  tobacco,  and  all 
experience  goes  to  show  that  the  taxes  on  these  articles  are 
the  easiest  to  collect  and  the  least  irksome  to  the  consumer. 
Our  Continental  friends  are  taxed  all  round — no  article  of 
consumption  being  exempt  from  taxation  direct  or  indirect. 
But  the  amount  of  the  tax  on  alcohol  in  this  country  is  four 
times  per  head  greater  than  that  in  Germany,  though  it  is 
paid  with  very  little  inconvenience  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
British  community.  More  than  half  a  century  ago  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  took  steps  to  arrange  for  a  duty- 
free alcohol  for  manufacturing  purposes  by  methylating  it 
with  10  per  cent,  of  wood  naphtha.  Great  improvements 
had  taken  place  within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  in  the 
production  of  methylated  spirits,  and  as  a  matter  of  labora- 
tory experience,  he  himself  found  no  inconvenience  in  using 
methylated  spirits.  He  could  assure  the  Section,  however, 
that  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  are  perfectly 
sympathetic,  and  are  open  to  receive  recommendations 
■which  would  remove  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  substantial 
grievance.  He  himself  would  be  glad  to  assist  any  deputation 
in  having  their  representations  put  into  the  proper  channel. 

Professor  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  said  that  research  work  was 
handicapped  by  the  duty  on  pure  alcohol,  and  the  matter 
had  become  very  serious.  He  himself  had  used  methylated 
spirit  after  thorough  purification ;  but  in  accurate  research 
he  found  that  it  did  not  suit  so  well  as  pure  alcohol. 

Professor  Arthur  Michael  (Boston,  U.S.A.)  said  when  he 
came  over  to  this  country  to  conduct  certain  experiments  he 
found,  to  his  horror,  that  he  had  to  pay  12.  or  more  duty  per 
gallon  on  pure  alcohol,  necessary  for  his  researches.  The 
United  States  Government,  from  the  days  of  Jefferson,  had 
been  very  liberal  towards  the  higher  institutes  of  learning  in 
the  way  of  giving  them  duty-free  alcohol  for  experiments 
and  research  and  apparatus.  All  that  is  necessary  in  the 
States  is  that  the  head  of  the  institution  or  laboratory  sent 
in  an  affidavit  to  the  revenue  inspector  at  the  city  where  the 
institution  is  situated,  stating  that  a  certain  number  of 
barrels  of  alcohol  would  be  used  within  a  limited  time — say 
two  or  three  years— and  then  they  get  the  spirit  at  Is.  6d. 
per  gal.  An  inspector  occasionally  comes  round,  but  there 
had  never  been  any  instance  of  the  privilege  being  abused. 

Professor  Harold  Dixon  moved,  and  Professor  Perkin 
seconded,  a  resolution  that  it  was  desirable  that  a  small 
committee  be  appointed  to  take  steps  to  procure  duty-free 
alcohol  and  ether  for  chemical  research,  which  was  carried. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  with  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe  as 
chairman. 

The  day's  proceedings  in  the  Section  were  closed  with  a 
paper  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Green  on 

The  Coal-tab  Industry. 
In  this  he  contrasted  the  position  in  England  and  Germany 
during  the  last  fifteen  years.    The  export  of  coal-tar  colours 


from  Germany,  exclusive  of  alizarines,  was  4,646  tons  in 
1885  and  17,639  tons  in  1899.  In  1894  the  value  of  the 
total  exports  of  these  colours  amounted  to  2,600,0002.,  and 
in  1898  to  3,500,000Z.  The  value  of  the  total  chemical 
industry  of  Germany  in  1897  was  46J  millions  of  pounds. 
The  Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik  in  1889  had  a  capital  of 
900,0002.,  which  has  now  been  increased  by  750,0002.,  while 
the  number  of  workpeople  employed  (4,800)  in  1896  had 
risen  to  6,485  in  1900.  The  total  capital  of  the  six  largest 
coal  tar  colour  firms  in  Germany  amounts  to  at  least 
2J  millions ;  they  employed  about  500  chemists,  350  en- 
gineers and  technical  men,  1,360  business  managers,  clerks, 
and  travellers,  and  over  1,800  workpeople.  The  total  capital 
invested  in  the  coal-tar  colour  trade  in  England  does  not 
exceed  500,000Z.,  the  total  number  of  chemists  employed 
cannot  be  more  than  30  or  40,  and  the  number  of  workmen 
engaged  in  this  manufacture  probably  does  not  amount 
to  over  1,000.  The  exports  of  coal-tar  colours  from  England 
have  fallen  from  530,0002.  in  1890  to  366.0002.  in  1900.  The 
imports,  on  the  other  hand,  had  steadily  increased  from 
509,0002.  in  1886  to  720,0002  in  1900.  The  colours  used  by 
the  Bradford  Dyers'  Association  are  10  per  cent,  of  English 
make,  80  per  cent.  German,  6 per  cent.  Swiss,  and  4  per  cent. 
French. 

Enzyme  Action. 

This  was  the  first  subject  in  the  Section  on  Friday,  Sep- 
tember 13,  Professor  Adrian  J.  Brown  reading  the  paper  on 
it.  He  showed,  as  far  back  as  1892,  that  in  alcoholic  fer- 
mentation a  constant  weight  of  sugar  is  decomposed  in  unit 
time  by  a  constant  amount  of  yeast  in  solutions  containing 
different  amounts  of  sugar.  He  has  examined  the  action  of 
invertase  on  cane  sugar  experimentally,  and  finds  that  the 
action  as  usually  studied  does  not  follow  the  law  of  mass 
action,  but  resembles  that  of  fermentation.  There  is,  he 
said,  good  reason  to  believe  that  during  inversion  of  cane 
sugar  the  sugar  enters  into  molecular  combination  with 
invertase  previous  to  change,  but  there  is  a  point  of  dilution 
in  cane-sugar  solutions  (1  per  cent.)  when  invertase,  actiDg 
in  the  dilute  solutions,  exhibits  an  order  of  change  in  con- 
formity with  mass  action.  This  confirms  his  conclusion  that 
the  time  factor  of  molecular  change  limits  the  action  of  in- 
version in  all  but  very  dilute  solutions  of  cane  sugar. 

Professor  Reynolds  Green  asked  what  guarantee  the  lec- 
turer had  that  his  invertase  was  constant.  His  experience 
of  these  solutions  taught  him  that  it  was  very  difficult  to 
keep  them  constant  for  very  long  together.  Professor  Brown 
replied  that  his  results  did  not  clash  with  Crofthill's,  as 
Professor  Green  supposed.  He  had  tried  solutions  of  sugar 
up  to  40  per  cent. 

There  was  a  paper  remotely  akin  to  this  in  the  Physiology 
Section  on  Monday,  September  16,  by  Professor  E.  Way- 
mouth  Reid,  of  Dundee.    He  asked — 

Can  Solutions  of  Native  Proteids  exebt  Osmotic 
Pbessure  1 

He  observed  that  the  assertion  that  proteids  in  solution  exert 
osmotic  pressure  is  stated  to  be  based  upon  work  with  im- 
pure samples.  By  using  recrystallised  proteid  which  had 
been  thoroughly  washed  he  could  obtain  no  evidence  of 
osmotic  pressure  on  a  membrane  made  of  formalised  gelatin. 
IE  this  observation  be  correct,  it  follows  that  the  so-called 
"  solutions  "  of  proteid  are  not  true  solutions,  but  fine  suspen- 
sions. In  another  paper,  on  "  Ionic  Effect  in  the  Small 
Intestine,"  the  Professor  referred  to  experiments  upon  ab- 
sorption in  the  intestine  in  the  presence  of  sodium  and 
potassium  ions.  Professor  Loet,  of  Chicago,  has  indicated 
that  many  vital  phenomena  are  influenced  by  the  presence 
of  the  ions  of  sodium,  potassium,  and  calcium  especially  ; 
indeed,  that  such  are  necessary  in  certain  proportions  for 
the  manifestation  of  vital  phenomena.  A  striking  example 
of  this  is  the  fact  that  the  unfertilised  eggs  of  the  marine 
annelid  Chostopterus  will  not  develop  in  plain  sea-water,  but 
immediately  start  to  divide  on  the  addition  of  a  little  of  a 
potassium  salt  to  the  water.  A  series  of  interesting  experi- 
ments by  Professor  Reid  himself  show  that  the  absorption  of 
glucose  by  the  intestine  is  favoured  by  the  presence  of 
potassium  ions,  as  contrasted  with  those  of  sodium.  From 
which  we  infer  that  potassium  bicarbonate  is  a  better  diges- 
tive aid  than  sodium  bicarbonate. 

Returning  to  the  Chemistry  Section,  we  find  that,  on  Friday, 
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it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  Professor  Frankland  taking  one 
where 

Sanitary  Matters 

were  considered.  Here  Professor  Letts,  D.Sc,  Ph.D.,  and 
R.  F.  Blake,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  read  a  paper  on  the  chemical 
and  biological  changes  occurring  during  the  treatment  of 
sewage  by  the  so-called  bacteria-beds.  The  nitrites  and 
nitrates  which  they  found  in  the  effluent,  after  double  contact 
with  the  bacteria  beds,  accounted  to  from  7  ;o  39  per  cent, 
of  the  nitrogen  present,  and  they  think  that  in  all  proba- 
bility there  are  two  alternative  ways  in  which  the  nitrogen 
can  be  lost — viz.  (1)  it  may  escaps  in  the  gaseous  state  as 
free  nitrcgen,  or  possibly  as  oxides  of  nitrogen  ;  (2)  it  may 
pass  into  the  tissues  of  animals  or  vegetables,  the  former  of 
which  may  escape  from,  the  bacteria-beds,  and  the  latter 
(and  possibly  the  former  also)  may  remain  permanently  in 
the  beds. 

Dr.  S.  Rideal,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  claimed  that 
a  part  of  the  nitrogen  is  converted  into  a  black  insoluble 
compound  allied  to  peat  and  humus,  which  contains  as  much 
as  7  per  cent,  of  nitrogen,  and  is  met  with  in  all  the  present 
bacterial  processes.  It  is  non-putrefactive,  and  is  necessary 
for  the  conversion  of  the  remainder  of  the  nitrogenous  con- 
stituents into  the  harmless  oxidised  forms. 

Dr.  S.  Rideal  read  a  paper  on  the  suggestion  by  himself 
and  Dr.  Parkes,  of  Chelsea,  on  the  use  of  acid  sulphate  of 
soda  tablets  for  destroying  the  typhoid  organism  in  drinking- 
water. 

The  other  sub-section  was  presided  over  by  Sir  W. 
Roberts-AusteD,  and  the  following  papers  were  read. 

Peculiarities  op  Metals. 

Minute  Structure  of  Metals— In  this  Mr.  G.  T.  Beilby  showed 
that  metallic  surfaces  produced  by  breaking,  tearing,  or  filing,  by 
rolling,  drawing,  hammering,  or  polishing  appear  (a)  As  minute 
granules  or  scales,  or  i&)  as  a  transparent,  glass-like  substance. 
In  form  (a)  the  granules  or  scales  have  an  estimated  diameter  of 
from  to  5i3  of  a  millimetre.  Form  (b)  is  seen  as  a  transparent 
glass-iike  film  on  metal  surfaces,  which  have  been  exposed  to 
certain  forms  of  pressure.  In  the  transparent  form  the  metals 
have  their  characteristic  colours  by  transmitted  light;  for 
instance,  gold  is  green,  iron  and  platinum  are  blue,  copper  is  red, 
nickel  is  olive  green. 

Action  of  Ammonia  on  Metals  at  Sigh  Temperatures.— Pro- 
fessor G.  G.  Henderson,  D.Sc,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Beilby  exposed 
platinum,  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  nickel,  and  cobalt  to  the 
action  of  ammonia  at  temperatures  ranging  from  600°  to  900°.  In 
every  case  the  physical  effect  of  the  treatment  was  to  disintegrate 
the  metal  completely,  while  a  large  proportion  of  the  ammonia 
was  resolved  into  its  elements.  The  penetration  of  the  ammonia 
molecule  into  the  metal  is  remarkably  quick.  Iron  and  copper 
rods  \  inch  in  diameter  were  completely  penetrated  to  the  centre 
in  thirty  minutes.  But  disintegration  goes  on  almost  indefinitely 
thereafter.  Copper  exposed  for  seven  days  to  this  action  at  a 
temperature  of  800°  became  reduced  (o  a  fine  spongy  powder. 
The  prolonged  action  on  platinum  produces  very  fine  deposits  of 
platinum  black  on  the  surface  of  the  more  massive  metal. 

Hair  and  Eyes. 

To  the  Anthropological  Section  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  F.I.C., 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Peterhead,  and  Mr.  J.  Gray,  B.Sc, 
communicated  an  interesting  paper  on  "  The  Frequency  and 
Pigmentation  Value  of  Surnames  of  School-children  in  East 
Aberdeenshire."  It  was  based  on  statistics  of  the  surnames 
and  pigmentation  of  14,561  school-children  in  East  Aber- 
deenshire. They  have  calculated  the  pigmentation  value 
of  the  hair  and  eyes  for  the  fifty-nine  most  frequent  sur- 
names, and  arranged  them  in  series  according  to  pigmenta- 
tion, finding  that  there  is  a  wide  variability  in  the 
pigmentation  of  different  surnames.  Amongst  the  darkest 
in  the  series  are  surnames  common  in  fishing-communities, 
thus  supporting  the  tradition  that  the  fishing-population  on 
the  East  coast  of  Scotland  is  of  Belgian  origin,  since  the 
Belgians  are  the  darkest  people  of  Northern  Europe.  Tbey 
find  that  the  pigmentation  of  Highland  surnames  corre- 
sponds closely  with  the  pigmentation  in  their  districts  of 
origin.  An  example  of  this  is  seen  in  the  blond  Frasers, 
having  their  origin  in  the  blond  Inverness  district,  and 
dark  Robertsons  and  Gordons  in  Perthshire  and  West 
Aberdeenshire.  The  surnames  of  Wallace,  Pirie,  Grant, 
Park,  and  Birnie  have  strong  blond  tendencies,  while  the  j 
surnames  of  Cordiner,  Cruickshank,  Stephen,  Strachan, 
Buchan,  Paterson,  and  Whyte  are  darkest.    The  surnames  ' 


having  the  largest  percentage  of  red  hair  are  Rennie,  Scott, 
Grant,  and  Thomson,  and  those  having  the  least  percentage 
are  Johnston,  Walker,  Burnett,  Forbes,  and  Watson. 

There  are  some  other  topics  and  sections  to  which  we 
may  return,  if  space  next  week  permits.  One  of  the  popular 
lectures  was  by  Professor  Wm.  Ramsay  on  "  The  Inert  Con- 
stituents of  the  Atmosphere." 

Future  Arrangements. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  on  September  13 
an  invitation  to  meet  at  Southport  in  1903  was  accepted. 
The  Association  last  met  there  in  1883. 

Sir  A.  Geikie  moved  that  Professor  J.  Dewar  be  elected 
President  for  next  year's  meeting  at  Belfast.  Professor 
H.  B.  Dixon  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Ma  quis  of  Dufferin,  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry, 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Sir  F.  Macnaghten,  the  Earl  of 
Rosse,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Belfast,  the  President  of  Queen's 
College,  and  Professor  Ray  Lankester  were  elected  Vice- 
Presidents.  The  Local  Secretaries  having  been  appointed, 
the  delegates  from  Belfast  proposed  that  next  year's  meet- 
ing should  begin  on  Wednesday,  September  10.  The  proposal 
was  agreed  to. 

Sir  W.  Roberts-Austen  and  Dr.  D.  H.  Scott  were  re- 
appointed General  Secretaries,  Mr.  G.  Griffith,  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  and  Professor  Carey  Foster,  General 
Treasurer. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Nobbs,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  removing  from 
285  to  267  East  India  Road,  E. 

Mr.  W.  Andrews,  chemist  and  druggist,  Winchester,  has 
opened  a  business  at  5  Southgate  Street,  in  that  town. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Maxwell,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Sharpe,  at  64  Winchester  Street, 
King's  Cross,  N. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Garner,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Roberts  at  204  Haver- 
stock  Hill,  N.W. 

Mr.  A.  Hornby,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased 
the  old  business  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Taylor,  5  Queen's  Parade, 
Muswell  Hill,  N. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Hook,  pharmacentical  chemist,  late  of  Liskeard, 
has  opened  a  pharmacy  in  the  shop  formerly  occupied  by 
Mr.  John  Davies,  chemist,  at  23  Union  Street,  Torquay. 

Mr.  Mark  F.  Burgin,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
bought  the  businesses  of  Mr.  R  H.  Oakley,  carried  on  at 
54  Coney  Street,  and  Chelmsford  Place,  Fulford  Road,  York. 
The  latter  pharmacy  will  bs  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
J.  Rawling,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Mr.  Oakley  is  retiring 
from  business. 

Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke  have  acquired  by  purchase 
the  business  of  Messrs.  Gates  &  Hornibrook,  drug-millers, 
Victoria  Steam  Drug  and  Spice  Mills,  Fairclough  Street,  E., 
which  they  will  carry  on  under  their  own  name  at  that 
address.  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke  have  also  recently  ex- 
tended considerably  their  Artillery  Lane  premises,  and  still 
they  arc  much  pressed  for  room. 


To  Blacken  Aluminium  it  is  well  polished  with  finest 
emery-powder,  then  rubbed  over  with  olive  oil  and  heated 
over  a  spirit-lamp,  frequently  smearing  with  more  olive  oil. 
When  the  oil  has  charred  sufficiently,  heating  is  discontinued 
and  the  article  polished  with  a  woollen  rag. 

His  Charge. — A  man  named  Sisson,  who  stuttered  badly 
was  arrested  for  some  offence. 

"  What  is  your  name  1 "  demanded  the  magistrate. 

"  Siss-ss-ss-s-s-s-s,"  sputtered  the  offender,  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  answer. 

"  Officer,  what  is  this  man  charged  with  1 "  said  the 
magistrate  impatiently. 

"  I  don't  know,  yer  honour,"  said  the  stalwart  son  of  Erin, 
"  but  I  should  say  he  was  charged  with  sody  wather." 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  inttrest 


Apprentices  and  the  Preliminary  Examination. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  grant  me  a  little  of  your  valuable 
space  on  behalf  of  the  vexed  question  of  the  general  position 
of  pharmacy,  as  affected  by  the  apprentice-question  ?  I 
myself  am  affected  by  it  to  this  extent,  that  in  my  village 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  lad  on  the  one  haud  whose 
parents  could  afford  to  give  him  the  requisite  money  to  go 
through  his  examinations,  and  those  whose  parents,  on  the 
other  hand,  could  afford  it,  and  who  have  given  their  sons  a 
liberal  education,  choose  other  walks  in  life  more  lucrative 
and  with  greater  leisure.  Further,  in  how  many  cases 
where  a  lad  goes  to  the  business  is  he  not  sickened  of  the 
life,  even  in  a  good  establishment  1  He  has  to  work  amongst 
grease  and  dirt,  he  has  to  wash  measures,  and,  in  fact,  be 
the  lackey  of  the  assistants  above  him.  All  his  work  for 
exams,  is  to  be  done  after  7  or  8  at  night,  and  this, 
perhaps,  is  stopped  by  the  9  and  11  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 
He  does  this  for  four  cr  five  years,  getting  a  little  dispensing 
experience,  and  a  lot  of  counter-work,  but  practically  no 
technical  knowledge,  because  everything  is  bought  ready- 
made.  The  general  feeling  is  that  apprentices  are  not  to  be 
had,  and  nobody  wonders  they  are  not  obtainable  with  the 
inducements  before  and  after  passing.  Herein,  I  think,  lies 
the  salvation  of  pharmacy.  Girls  and  errand-boys  are 
plentiful,  and  those  who  are  willing  to  make  provision  for 
them  in  the  way  of  healthy  workshops,  will  find  girls  do  all 
that  is  required  in  the  way  of  putting-up  stock.  If  we 
wish  to  raise  the  standard  of  chemists  we  must  demand  the 
proof  of  a  first-class  education,  and  the  only  way  has  been 
taken  to  ensure  it.  For  long  the  old  Preliminary  was  a 
tempting  bait,  and  men  who  could  neither  afford  to  qualify, 
or  who  had  not  sufficient  grounding  in  elementary  science, 
rushed  inta  the  trade,  and  were  wrecked  on  the  rocks  of  the 
examination,  and  went  to  swell  the  number  of  the  unqualified. 
Why  cannot  our  Society  demand  for  pharmacy  that  before 
any  boy  (or  girl)  he  apprenticed,  he  must  have  passed  the 
Preliminary,  and  that  he  may  serve  the  term  of  his 
apprenticeship  only  with  a  qualified  chemist  and  druggist 
or  pharmaceutical  chemist  ?  By  this  means  we  strike  the 
first  blow  at  the  unqualified  man,  and  we  stop  the  entrance 
into  pharmacy  of  those  who  merely  put  in  a  short  time  as 
doctors'  dispensers,  or  the  like.  By  these  means  we  would 
put  into  the  market  a  supply  of  reliable  men  who  will  com- 
mand, say,  2002.  a  year,  which  is  not  too  much.  The  public 
will  see  some  inducement  to  put  their  children  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  the  qualified  man  will  have  himself  and  his  place 
of  business  recognised  as  the  only  entrance  for  a  youth  to 
pharmacy,  and  gradually  the  unqualified  element  will  drop 
to  a  lower  level.  This,  with  hours  of  9  to  6,  is  the  in- 
ducement which  will  solve  effectually  the  apprentice 
question.  Yours  faithfully, 

J.  S.  W.  (3/23.) 

Sir, — What  is  the  use  of  qualifying  at  all  ?  If  a  man 
intends  to  learn  his  business  properly  he  will  do  so,  and  fit 
himself  for  the  position  he  intends  occupying.  If  he  does 
not,  the  probability  is  that  he  will  cram  through  his  exami- 
nation, and  then,  with  diploma  in  hand,  forget  all  he  has 
learnt.  Of  what  practical  use  to  him  in  his  business,  in  very 
many  cases,  are  botany,  physics,  advanced  theoretics,  and  all 
the  rest  of  it  1  True,  there  are  cases  where  these  things  are 
advantageous  ;  but  how  many  among  the  ordinary  chemists 
study  the  botanical  structure  of  gentianse  radix  in  handing 
Id.  worth?  over  the  counter,  or  the  impurities  of  Epsom 
salts  at  Id.  per  lb.  1  How  many  want  to  know  the  cause  of 
variation  in  barometric  and  thermometric  scales,  when  they 


can  hardly  afford  a  fire  in  the  shop  1  If  an  apprentice  is 
not  taught  his  business  during  his  apprenticeship,  of  what 
use  is  apprenticeship,  and,  if  he  is,  of  what  use  is  examina- 
tion ?  I  think  that,  having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
business  for  a  reasonable  number  of  years,  a  youth  ought  to 
be  as  well  able  to  keep  open  shop  as  the  master  who  taught 
him.  There  are  many  who  would  probably  specialise  on 
some  subject,  and  thus  advance  the  science,  but  are  unable 
to  do  so  because  of  the  knowledge  that  they  must  grind 
through  something  they  abominate,  and  in  the  end  they 
throw  up  the  lot  disgusted.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
many  of  the  best  men  are  ploughed,  and  also  that  many  of 
the  worst  get  through.  Then  why  not  make  apprenticeship 
for  a  definite  number  of  years  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  his 
capability  to  dispense  and  sell  poisons,  and  where  speciali- 
sation is  necessary  the  man  would  be  a  fool  who  embarked  in 
it  without  first  acquiring  a  specialised  knowledge  of  the 
department  in  which  he  toiled.        Yours  truly, 

H.  M.  (2/67.) 

Sir, — In  this  town  I  should  say  roughly  there  are  about 
half  the  number  of  apprentices  there  were  ten  years  ago. 
One  well-known  member  of  the  trade  who  used  to  get  40Z. 
premium  (outdoors)  is  now  willing  to  take  apprentices  for 
no  premium,  and  pay  wages,  but  without  avail.  I  advertised 
a  short  time  ago  in  four  papers,  for  three  weeks,  and  had 
only  one  application.  At  the  interview  it  would  have  amused 
an  outsider  to  see  the  parent's  face  gradually  lengthen  as  I 
enumerated  the  long  list  of  subjects  it  is  necessary  to  pass 
in  the  Preliminary  and  Minor,  and  still  more  so  after  ascer- 
taining the  remuneration  and  hours  of  work  after  passing 
them.  The  inevitable  decision  came  a  few  days  later:  "I 
fear  my  son  would  not  like  the  amount  of  study  requisite  for 
passing  the  examinations."  To  my  mind  the  figures  of  those 
who  passed  the  Preliminary  in  former  years  was  misleading, 
as  I  know  several  instances  in  which  schoolmasters  sent 
their  pupils  up  for  it  simply  as  an  examination  to  pass,  and 
without  any  idea  of  their  ever  entering  the  drug-trade.  We 
have  noticed  an  appreciable  diminution  in  apprentices  since 
the  advent  of  "  cutting  "  in  this  town. 

Yours  faithfully, 

September  17.  Cambridgeshire.    (4/13 ) 

Sir, — I  have  had  an  apprentice  (outdoor)  with  me  now  for 
two  and  a  half  years.  He  had  passed  the  Cambridge  Local 
before  he  came  to  me,  and  paid  a  premium  which  he  gets 
back  in  the  way  of  salary.  I  am  trying  to  get  another  one 
now,  but  despair  of  success.  The  examinations  and  long 
hours  seem  to  frighten  both  parents  and  boys,  and  I  should 
not  think  of  taking  an  apprentice  unless  he  had  passed  the 
College  of  Preceptors'  examination  or  its  equivalent.  To  me 
it  seems  that  the  rising  generation  are  much  too  fond  of  play, 
and  refuse  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  their  work. 
Yours  faithfully, 

South  Lancashire.  (4/12) 

Sir, — Our  experience  re  apprentices  may  perhaps  just  now 
be  of  interest.  We  had  a  very  nice  youth  apprenticed  to  us 
for  four  years;  he  had  not  passed  the  Pieliminary  when 
bound,  but  was  working  up  for  it.  He  was  unfortunately  not 
ready  to  go  up  before  the  new  examination  came  into  force. 
The  additions  to  the  examination  made  him  feel  he  would  be 
unable  to  pass  it,  so  he  decided  to  go  out  of  the  trade,  and 
we  had  to  cancel  his  indentures.  Since  then  (six  months 
ago)  we  have  tried  in  vain  to  get  another  apprentice,  and  we 
know  of  two  other  chemists  in  the  town  who  have  tried  over 
two  years  to  get  one.  Hants.    (3/59  ) 

Sir, — For  nearly  six  months  I  have  been  advertising  for 
two  apprentices  without  success.  I  have  now  expended 
over  21.  in  fourteen  newspapers,  and  received  only  four 
replies.  One,  a  clergyman's  widow,  who  could  not  afford  to 
pay  any  premium  for  four  years ;  the  sen  had  passed  no 
examination.  Another,  from  the  Midlands  ;  no  reply  to  my 
40Z. -premium  requisition;  this  lad  had  passed  nothing. 
Another,  from  a  town  in  Yorkshire,  whose  parents  objected 
to  pay  any  premium  ;  he  also  had  no  school-qualifications. 
The  last,  from  a  city  clerk,  21  years  old,  who  felt  desirous 
of  entering  our  trade  as  an  apprentice.  On  asking  a  young 
gent  from  our  college  out  of  the  town  if  he  knew  of  any  of 
his  fellow-students  who  would  come  as  apprentices,  this  was 


September  21,  1901 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


511 


his  reply:  "  No  fear;  we  know  enough  about  the  chemists' 
trade."  Let  our  Pharmaceutic  il  Society  make  a  note  of 
this  reply.  I  have  now  done  advertising.  My  shop  has  sent 
out  apprentices  who  have  become  better  through  thorough 
training.  The  Preliminary  was  a  good  examination.  This, 
and  a  good  practical  examination,  like  the  Modified,  is  all 
required.  Better  have  raised  the  fees  for  a  sound  examina- 
tion to  20Z.  than  shut  up  the  trade.  I  think  a  man  is 
wrong  in  taking  apprentices  without  having  passed  an 
examination ;  but  now  I  am  compelled  to  submit  to  it. 
There  will  be  few  qualified  assistants,  and  Boots  and  all  the 
companies  will  get  their  services.  I  thank  you  for  urging 
this  inquiry.  Gloucestershire.  (5/50.) 

I  have  taken  on  one  apprentice  this  year;  he  has  not 
passed.    (Renfrewshire,  3/5.) 

I  have  taken  one  apprentice  this  year  ;  he  has  not  passed 
the  necessary  examination.    (Lanarkshire,  1/89.) 

I  have  recently  taken  an  apprentice ;  he  has  several  leav" 
ing  certificates,  but  not  sufficient  for  registration.  (Lanark" 
shire,  2/68  ) 

I  have  just  engaged  an  apprentice ;  he  has  all  the  leaving 
certificates  except  Latin,  but  I  understand  they  are  of  no  use 
to  him.    (Renfrewshire,  2/40.) 

■  We  have  been  fortunate  in  getting  an  apprentice  within 
the  last  few  weeks,  who  has  passed  a  qualifying  examination 
previous  to  leaving  school.    (Yorkshire,  1/38.) 

I  have  had  three  apprentices,  of  whom  two  have  passed  the 
Preliminary  after  studying  for  a  year  or  more  in  the  shop.  As 
not  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  business  is  done  in  scheduled 
articles,  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  qualify 
for  ordinary  retail  trade.    (Lancashire,  3/53.) 

I  have  taken  none  this  year,  nor  last,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  I  could  not  get  one.  I  have  advertised,  but  have  not 
had  a  single  application.  I  suppose  parents  think  that  the 
same  expenditure  in  time  and  money  to  qualify  for  this 
business  would  suffice  for  a  business  or  profession  where 
the  social  position  is  equal,  the  reward  better,  and  the  con- 
ditions of  work  less  exacting.    (Derbyshire,  5/57.) 

I  took  one  a  year  ago — still  unqualified,  and  likely  to  be. 
Have  engaged  another  this  month.  He  passed  the  Cam- 
bridge a  year  ago,  but  did  not  take  Latin  or  Algebra.  He 
will  have  an  hour  a  day  for  study,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  able 
to  pass  in  all  the  necessary  subjects,  but  it  is  doubtful.  I 
am  surprised  at  my  good  fortune  in  getting  two  apprentices  ; 
they  are  the  only  two  who  have  come  to  the  town  for  three 
years.    (Leicestershire,  1/57.) 

I  have  been  trying  to  get  an  apprentice  for  some  months, 
but  have  not  yet  surmounted  the  difficulty.  I  consider  the 
new  Preliminary  regulations  the  greatest  obstacle  in  getting 
one,  and  may  say  that  of  seven  apprentices  in  different 
pharmacies  in  this  town  not  one  passed  the  Preliminary  or 
its  equivalent  previous  to  entering  apprenticeship.  I  am 
delighted  that  you  are  taking  up  this  matter,  which  is  a 
very  real  grievance.    (Cornwall,  1/65.) 

Watering-place,  12,000  population.  Have  advertised  in 
local  papers  for  short  and  long  periods  for  the  last  two  years 
and  had  no  application.  Substitution  has  lessened  the  work 
of  the  apprentice.  Everything  put  up  to  hand  now  by  the 
wholesale  houses.  The  big  cutters  have  created  all  our 
difficulties.  The  cut-throat  system  will  find  its  level. 
Meanwhile  the  companies  should  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  quashed.  Chemists  should 
support  P.A.TA.    (Yorkshire,  3/18  ) 

I  find  it  quite  impossible  to  procure  an  apprentice  with 
Prelim,  qualification  now  that  it  has  become  so  difficult, 
although  I  start  them  at  10Z.  a  year  for  first  year.  I  am 
requiring  one,  but  don't  like  the  idea  of  binding  a  boy  who 
is  never  likely  to  pass  his  Preliminary.  Those  suitable  are 
continuing  in  the  secondary  school  with  bursaries  from 
County  Council  of  from  10Z.  to  25Z.  a  year.  I  found  the  old 
Preliminary  quite  suitable  for  the  present  Minor,  as  several 
of  my  apprentices  have  testified.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council 
do  not  represent  the  trade;  that  is  getting  very  evident. 
(Midlothian,  2/41.) 


What  to  do  with  the  Girls. 

Sir, — Could  any  of  your  correspondents  kindly  give  me 
information  as  to  a  simple  set  of  rules  or  arrangements  most 
suitable  for  use  to  control  the  "  putting-up  work  of  special- 
ities "  by  two  or  three  girls  ?  I  employ  two  or  three  girls  in 
putting-up  goods  for  retail  sale  in  shop,  and  also  in  weighing 
up  such  goods  as  Epsom  salts  and  borax  for  sale  in  the  shop. 
They  work  in  a  room  by  themselves  ;  the  room  is  entered 
from  the  outside,  and  has  no  door  either  into  the  house  or 
the  shop.  My  difficulty  is  to  get  them  to  be  quite  punctual, 
and  to  turn  out  as  much  as  I  think  they  ought,  and  yet  I  do 
not  want  to  have  to  engage  any  one  to  act  as  forewoman.  I 
know  it  would  possibly  be  most  advantageous  to  pay  by  piece- 
work, but  the  work  is  so  varied,  and  some  of  it  not  exactly 
definable,  that  I  fear  payments  per  gross  and  so  on  are 
out  of  the  question.  If  any  correspondent  could  give  sugges- 
tions, I  should  be  extremely  glad.      Yours  truly, 

September  15.  Acorn.  (1/71.) 

The  Scapegoat  and  the  Gag. 

Sir, — The  chief  advantage  of  being  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  be  able  from  time  to  time  to 
exercise  one's  vote  against  the  hyper-conservatism  of  some 
of  its  Council.  Sometimes  its  conservatism  breaks  out  into 
coercion — for  instance,  the  "  Reece  case."  When  I  think  oE 
the  way  in  which  Mr.  Reece  has  been  treated,  and  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  in  defendiDg  him,  my  sympathy  for  both  gentlemen  is 
only  equalled  by  my  scorn  for  those  gentlemen  on  the 
Council  who  will  not  only  make  a  scapegoat  of  the  one  but 
also  ignobly  gag  the  other.  This  matter  must  not  rest 
where  it  is.  It  must  be  fought  out  to  the  bitter  end.  I  am 
surptised  there  has  not  been  a  flood  of  letters  on  the  subject, 
but  fear  it  is  because  chemists,  so  often  disappointed  in  their 
Council,  so  hopeless  of  any  real  reform,  so  conscious  of  the 
superior  air  of  most  of  the  Councillors  above  the  needs  of  the 
ordinary  garden  chemist,  that  they  simply  do  not  care  what 
becomes  of  the  Council  and  its  works.  Hence  this  indiffer- 
ence. But  it  must  be  disturbed.  Surely  Mr.  Reece  is  not  to 
be  immolated,  or,  if  he  has  to  suffer,  let  us  see  to  it  that  he  is 
not  punished  alone  for  the  offence  two  late  Presidents  com- 
mit. I  appeal  to  Mr.  Hills  especially — a  gentleman  every 
inch  of  him — to  come  out  boldly  and  range  himself  on  the 
side  of  an  honest  inquiry.  Justice  to  Mr.  Reece  will  bring 
justice  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  too.  It  is  simply  scandalous  that 
he  should  have  been  treated  in  the  manner  he  has.  The 
fact  that  over  2,000  chemist3  voted  for  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
proves,  knowing  his  aims,  that  a  large  number  of  chemists 
realise  the  necessity  of  an  independent,  courageous  represen- 
tative, and  are  these  chemists  going  to  coolly  sit  down  and 
allow  him  to  be  simply  ruled  out  of  court?  I  trow  not. 
May  I  therefore  make  a  suggestion  ?  If  the  Council  at  its 
next  meeting  persists  in  its  attitude,  let  an  independent 
committee  be  appointed  with  a  view  to  act  at  the  next 
election ;  let  the  "  Reece  case  "  be  the  chief  plank  in  its 
platform,  and  every  candidate  for  the  Council  be  asked  if  he 
is  prepared  to  vote  for  the  whole  question  to  be  discussed  ; 
if  he  is  not,  the  committee  to  recommend  chemists  not  to 
vote  for  such  candidate.  The  result,  I  venture  to  predict, 
will  be  surprising.  Yours  truly, 

Northwood,  September  14.  H.  B.  Sharman. 

Sir, — The  case  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  has  not  called  forth 
from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  that  amount  of  correspondence  which  it  merits 
considering  the  precedent  established.  Without  touching 
at  all  on  the  controversy  between  Messrs.  Glyn-Jones,  &o, 
and  the  editor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  it  seems  to 
me  that  a  precedent  has  been  set  the  effects  of  which  will 
be  difficult  to  counteract.  A  Vice-President  (President  pro 
tem.)  has  branded  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  (up  to  this  time  supposed 
to  be  an  honourable  member  of  the  Council)  with  being  the 
author  of  an  "  improper  "  motion.  This  has  been  recorded 
in  the  minutes  of  the  Society,  and  so  will  be  handed  down 
to  all  succeeding  Councils.  Not  only  this,  but  the  Council 
have  expressly  concurred  in  this  labelling  of  the  "  improper  " 
on  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  by  not  rescinding  the  minute  or  allowing 
the  Vice-President's  explanation  to  be  appended  to  the 
minutes.  Here  is  a  distinct  libel  on  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  He 
was  burked  at  every  paint  in  Council,  and  there  was  no 
other  way  of  making  himself  right  with  his  constituents,  but 
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to  put  his  case  before  them  in  the  same  journal  that  had 
reported  the  meeting  in  which  the  Vice-President  had 
dubbed  the  motion  "  improper."  The  action  of  the  Vice- 
President  is  much  [?]  open  to  misconstruction  by  all  those 
outside  the  official  circle.  By  his  action  he  c.mtitutes 
himself  prosecutor,  jury,  and  judge  of  the  whole  matter,  and 
by  not  allowing  the  Council,  his  superiors  (I  use  the  word  in 
no  offensive  sense)  to  have  a  say  as  to  whether  the  motion 
was  improper  or  not,  I  consider  that  he  has  placed  upon 
himself  the  onus  which  should  have  been  on  the  Council.  It 
is  exactly  on  a  par  with  the  editor  of  a  journal  who  has  a 
letter  sent  to  him  for  publication  and  refuses  to  publish  it, 
but  in  an  editorial  or  annotation  comments  unfavourably  on 
the  contents  of  the  letter  and  so  presents  his  readers  with  an 
unfavourable  opinion  of  the  letter  and  consequently  of  the 
writer.  The  motion  was  certainly  "inconvenient,"  but  to 
label  it  "  improper "  was  out  of  reason.  The  proceedings 
since  the  first  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Jones  attempted  to 
propose  the  motion,  seem  to  be  puerile.  If  the  Vice- 
President  be  sincere  in  his  explanation  then  there  can  be  no 
harm  in  appending  that  explanation  to  the  original  minute  if 
the  Council  cannot  rescind  the  whole  of  the  minute.  It 
would  seem  that  it  wa3  simply  a  matter  of  the  Council 
standing  on  their  dignity  and  proclaiming  their  infallibility. 
So  long  as  on  the  minute-book  the  description  "  improper  " 
remains,  so  long  will  Mr.  Jones  be  prohibited  from  moving 
the  resolution  to  which  it  applies.  I  do  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Jones  intends  the  matter  to  rest  at  the  present  stage, 
but  I  trust,  if  again  burked  in  Council,  he  will  conduct  a 
campaign  against  the  present  state  of  affairs  and  at  the  next 
election  return  to  Bloomsbury  Square  with  six  others  like 
himself  to  help  to  form  a  Council  which  will  not  deem 
it  "  improper"  to  discuss  the  failings  of  its  own  members. 

Yours  truly, 

Blackburn,  September  14.  Jos.  Hindle. 

A  Veteran  M.P.S.  (3/90)  writes :— "  The  prolonged,  and  to 
me  uninteresting,  correspondence  on  'the  improper  motion' 
assumes  a  more  personal  and  offensive,  rather  than  a  defen- 
sive, character,  and  does  not  affect  the  welfare  of  the  craft. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  has  a  grievance,  and  endeavours  to  enlist  as 
sympathisers  the  members  and  all  other  chemists  and  drug- 
gists in  his  attack  on  the  Editor  of  the  P.J.,  reminding  one 
of  Wendell  Holmes's  boy,  dog,  and  organ-grinder.  That 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  possesses  large  business  capacity  is  undeni- 
able, but  that  he  appreciates  the  loving  labours  of  pharma- 
cists is  more  than  doubtful." 

Bring  Your  Own  Bottles. 

Sir, — I  venture  to  send  you  the  enclosed  newspaper- 
cutting,  and  suggest  why  should  we  spend  all  our  guineas  on 
study  and  examination-fees  when  we  can  bring  our  own 
bottle  and  get  it  made  up  for  6d.  1 

Yours  truly, 

September  14.  Hopeless.  (2/20.) 

[The  cutting  is  a  2-inch  column-advertisement  in  the  following 
terms : — 

Prescriptions. — Simply  a  question  of  profit  the  chemist  requires. 
I  dispense  mixtures  with  finest-quality  drugs  for  6d.  per  bottle 
(bottle  must  be  brought).  Why  pay  Is.,  Is.  6d.,  or  2s.  for  the  same, 
according  to  the  elasticity  of  the  chemist's  conscience,  or  what  he 
thinks  you  can  afford  to  pay  ? — Martin,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist, 
opposite  General  Post  Office,  Southampton. 

"  The  elasticity  of  the  chemist's  conscience  "  is  an  exquisite 
expression  from  a  Major  man. — Ed.  C.  <£■  D,] 

"  Craft." 

Sir, — I  am  away  from  my  books,  and  cannot  now  go 
further  into  this  subject,  nor  is  it  worth  while  to  do  so.  Mr. 
Reid  concedes  what  I  contend  for,  though  he  still  thinks, 
strangely  enough,  that  a  doctor  of  Chaucer's  time  would  not 
have  applied  to  himself  the  term  "  craftsman."  How  does 
Mr.  Reid  explain  the  term  "  leechcraf t "  ?  I  presume  that 
"  scientific  training"  was,  and  is,  at  least  as  necessary  to  this 
"  craft "  as  to  the  "  profession  "  of  pharmacy.  It  really 
matters  very  little,  however,  what  we  call  ourselves  or  others 
call  us,  but  the  tendency  of  such  opinions  as  Mr.  Reid's  is 
towards  disaster  to  the  great  body  of  English  chemists  and 
druggists.  We  shall  never  attain  to  professional  rank  while 
we  retain  the  general  retail  trade  by  which  we  now  very 
largely  get  our  living.  Does  Mr.  Reid  think  we  can  be  at 
once  tradesmen  and  professional  men  1    If  so,  he  deceives 


himself;  if  not,  what  he  really  aims  at  is  the  gradual  raising 
of  a  lucky  few  to  the  rank  of  the  German  "  apDtheke,"  and 
the  extinction  (as  pharmacists)  of  the  rest.  In  this  city  of 
gardens  from  which  I  write  there  are  twenty-three 
"apothekern  "  to  about  250,000  inhabitants,  and  even  these 
have  many  privileges  which  I  venture  to  predict  the  law  will 
never  allow  us  in  England.  At  this  rate  how  many  pharma- 
cists could  exist  in  Nottingham  or  Leicester,  to  say  nothing 
of  our  smaller  country  towns  ?  Certainly  not  a  third  of  the 
present  number.  All  our  other  chemists'  shops  would  sink 
to  the  level  of  the  German  "  drogneriehandlungen,"  of  which 
there  are  some  seventy-five  in  Hanover,  and  which  are  not 
pharmacies,  whatever  else  they  may  be. 

Yours,  &c, 

Hanover,  September  16.  C.  C.  Bell. 

Chemist  v.  Vet. 

Sir, — Will  you  be  good  enough,  for  the  benefit  of  chemists, 
assistants  and  others  who  are  thinking  of  qualifying  as  a 
veterinary  surgeoD,  to  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  re 
veterinary  curriculum?  In  the  first  place,  I  might  say  that 
both  my  father  and  brother  are  qualified  vets.,  the  latter 
having  taken  the  highest  diploma  possible — viz  ,  F.R  O.V.S. 
— so  I  feel  competent  to  speak  on  the  subject,  and  as  I  am  at 
present  a  chemist's  unqualified  assistant  I  stand  in  a  good 
position  to  judge  both  sides.  Your  issue  of  September  7 
appears  to  minimise  the  veterinary  curriculum,  and  likewise 
to  magnify  the  pharmaceutical.  I  do  not  say  the  Minor 
is  an  easy  exam — far  from  it — but  I  do  not  think  it  is  to  be 
compared  with  the  work  that  is  required  of  a  V.S.  of  to-day. 
I  have  worked  up  the  whole  of  the  Minor  syllabus,  and 
consider  that  anyone  with  ordinary  ability  stands  in  a  fair 
way  of  qualifying  at  a  comparatively  small  outlay  ;  whereas 
that  of  a  veterinary  surgeon  requires  both  considerable  time 
and  expense,  not  to  speak  of  brains.  In  the  first  year's 
studies  chemistry,  botany,  and  materia  medica  cover  nearly 
as  much  ground  as  the  corresponding  ones  in  the  Minor 
(except  analysis).  These  are  only  a  part  of  the  first  exam., 
the  other  subjects,  zoology  and  anatomy,  being  by  no  means 
easy.  The  materia  medica  is  a  little  different  from  ours 
going  more  into  the  therapeutic  value  of  drugs,  and  without 
recognition.  So  also  with  the  subjects  in  exams.  B,  C,  and 
D,  which  I  cannot  fully  describe ;  but  I  would  point  out  to 
pharmaceutical  students  that  to  take  the  qualification  is  not 
so  easy  a  task  as  we  sometimes  hear.  There  were  also  a 
few  lines  in  your  last  issue  from  "  Xrayser  "  with  regard  to 
chemists  taking  the  veterinary  diploma  with  a  view  to  helping 
the  sales  of  cattle  medicines,  &c.  May  I  point  out  that  for  a 
student  who  takes  the  Minor  at  21  and  then  takes  a  four 
years'  veterinary  course,  which  may  with  ease  extend  to  five 
or  even  six  years,  it  means  that  he  will  be  26  years  of  age  or 
more  before  he  is  able  to  earn  money  for  himself  1  I  know 
of  two  cases  where  it  has  been  done,  and  both  were  sons  of 
veterinary  surgeons  in  practice.  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
Minor  syllabus  is  put  forth  by  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  and  that  we  have  no  authority  to  put  it 
into  fewer  words,  even  if  it  could  be  done  to  advantage  ; 
also  that  no  effort  has  been  made  to  give  in  full  that  of  the 
vet.'s,  but  it  is  apt  to  make  some  think  that  the  Minor  is 
much  too  hard  compared  with  other  exams.,  and  so  they 
become  dissatisfied.  Taking  the  Minor  as  one  exam.  I  know 
of  very  few  to  come  up  to  it,  but  at  the  same  time,  if  divided, 
it  would  make  two  fairly  easy  exams.  I  remember  once  a 
young  chemist  (one  of  the  two  I  have  already  alluded  to, 
who  qualified  as  a  V.S.)  saying  he  wished  he  had  re- 
mained as  a  chemist,  and  that  it  was  his  father  who  induced 
him  to  become  a  vet.  in  order  that  he  might  carry  on  the 
practice  afterwards.  I  would  strongly  advise  students  who 
are  thinking  of  taking  the  diploma  to  consult  one  or  two 
veterinary  surgeons  in  practice,  when  they  will  be  able  to 
form  a  very  good  idea  as  to  what  the  life  of  a  vet.  means. 

Yours  truly, 

Ascot,  September  14.  H.  Reeks. 

[The  fact  that  the  veterinary  diploma  requires  four  years'  study 
at  a  veterinary  college,  besides  the  passing  of  four  exams.,  is 
indication  enough  of  its  standard. — Ed.  C.  <£■  D.l 

Validity  of  Home  Agreements  in  the  Colonies. 
A  subscriber,  in  reference  to  our  comment  on  Ixia's  letter, 
page  477,  last  issue,  writes  :— "  Some  years  ago  my  son  went 
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out  to  Australia,  previously  signing  a  3-years'  agreement  in 
London.  When  he  got  out  to  Melbourne  he  found  it  did  not 
hold  there.  Some  six  months  after  the  firm  asked  him  to 
sign  another  one  (same  as  the  one  he  signed  in  London) 
merely  'as  a  matter  of  form,'  they  said.  He  signed,  and 
wished  after  that  he  had  not  done  so,  as  he  was  not  so  well 
treated  after  it.  The  same  firm  imported  some  artisans  on 
similar  agreements.  They  quickly  found  the  agreement 
signed  here  did  not  hold  good,  then  struck  for  more  money, 
and  got  it." 


Legal  Queries- 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


258/59.  Tabules. — The  use  of  the  word  "  celebrated  "  in 
issociation  with  cough-pills  renders  the  pills  liable  to  stamp- 
duty. 

260/38.  Hall. — It  is  difficult  for  us  to  estimate  how  often 
we  have  said  that  the  Apothecaries'  Society's  Assistants' 
Certificate  does  not  entitle  the  holder  to  sell  and  dispense 
poisons,  unless  his  employer  is  a  licentiate  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Society.  See  the  article  on  this  subject  in  the  C.  %  D., 
June  29,  page  1030. 

258/39.  Pharmacist. — Notice  to  leave  given  on  the  10th 
of  the  month  expires  on  the  10th  of  the  following  month, 
at  a  reasonable  time  to  allow  the  employe  to  depart.  In  the 
case  of  domestic  servants  12  noon  is  generally  agreed  upon 
as  the  time  to  go. 

2/56.  H.  H. — The  first  step  in  registering  a  name  for  a 
proprietary  article  is  to  get,  through  a  money-order  office, 
application-form  F  for  trade-marks'  registration.  This  costs 
5s.    It  gives  full  instructions. 

4/16.  Cepia. — Smith  and  Brown  wish  to  go  into  partner- 
ship. The  name  of  the  firm  is  to  be  Smith  &  Co.  Brown 
will  be  assistant  practically  to  Smith,  who  controls  the 
business  and  is  a  qualified  chemist.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
Brown  has  money,  and  feels  too  old  now  to  qualify,  they 
wish  to  agree  to  equally  divide  the  profits  between  them. 
Can  this  be  legally  done  ? — [Not  if  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  knows  it.] 

255/9.  A.  J.  S. — There  is  nothing  in  your  label  to  make 
it  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty.  The  Board  of  Inland 
Eevenue  allow  such  titles  as  "  Neuralgia  and  headache 
powder." 

258/4.  X  Y.  Z—  The  use  of  the  word  "dentorium"  by 
an  unqualified  person  has  been  held  to  be  an  infringement 
of  the  Dentists  Act. 

253,38.  M.  B. — Oarbolised  wheat-dressing,  made  of 
copper  sulphate  and  carbolic  acid,  does  not  come  within  the 
poisons  schedule,  as  it  is  not  a  liquid  preparation  of  carbolic 
acid. 

253/8.  Eau  de  Vie. — The  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Sales  to 
Children)  Act  will  not  apply  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  sealed  bottles  of  not  less  than  1  reputed  pint. 

257/31.  B.  Olani. — The  wrapper  is  not  likely  to  be 
construed  into  a  colourable  imitation  of  Dr.  Williams's  "  Pink 
Pills  for  Pale  People,"  but  why  use  the  word  "pink  "  at  all  1 
"  Complexion  pills,"  in  conjunction  with  the  colour  of  the 
article,  is  surely  safer  for  you,  considering  that  the  circum- 
stances of  a  purchase  are  frequently  contributory  to  colour- 
able imitation. 

256/60.  Salol. — The  titles  "  medical  botanist "  and 
"medical  herbalist"  have  been  and  are  still  commonly  used, 
and  the  users  appear  not  to  be  interfered  with,  although  the 
use  of  the  word  "  medical  "  in  this  connection  is  a  possible 
infringement  of  the  Medical  Act.  It  appears,  however,  not 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  General  Medical  Council  to  interfere 
with  persons  who  keep  open  shop,  and  whose  line  of  business 
is  so  markedly  different  from  that  of  registered  medical 
practitioners. 


258/45.  J.  G. — Patent  or  proprietary  medicines  need 
not  be  stamped  in  Australia.  The  stamp  is  a  tax  on  medi- 
cines sold  or  purchased  in  Great  Britain  only,  and  as  nearly 
all  those  exported  are  sold  before  export  they  must  be 
stamped.  If  consigned  to  a  depot  of  the  makers  abroad  the 
medicines  need  not  be  stamped. 

257/44.  Aconite. — In  reply  to  your  first  question  we  may 
say  that  anyone  taking  up  a  partnership  in  an  established 
business  as  a  working  partner,  whether  investing  capital  in 
it  or  not,  should  be  guided  by  a  solicitor  in  drawing  up  or 
signing  any  agreement  arrived  at.  A  reasonable  proportion 
of  profits  beyond  the  average  of  a  stipulated  period  would 
be  a  half  for  one  partner  in  a  firm  of  two. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


1/11.  Teribus. — Thanks  for  your  support  of  our  view  of 
the  Scotch  v.  Scottish  question  ;  our  space  can  be  more 
usefully  occupied  than  by  a  prolonged  discussion  on  that 
matter. 

258/62.  G.  H.  G— Thanks ;  we  shall  deal  with  the 
strange  orders  in  due  course. 

231/18.  H.  M.  TV. — French  Hair-growing  Pomade.— 
The  following  formula  is  founded  on  an  analysis  of  the 
article  you  send : — 

Beeswax       ...    5vj. 

Lard    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Jasmin  pomade   

Olive  oil        ...    Jvj. 

Palm  oil    5ias. 

Pilocarpine  hydrochloride   gr.  xxv. 

Vanillin    gr.  x. 

Melt  the  beeswax,  lard,  and  olive  oil  together ;  remove  from 
the  source  of  heat,  stir  in  the  jasmin  pomade  and  palm  oil,  and, 
lastly,  add  the  alkaloid  and  vanillin,  previously  rubbed  with  a 
little  oil. 

259/30.    A.  P. — Finger-nail  Polishing-powder  : — 

Powdered  tin  oleate   §j. 

Putty-powder    5vij. 

Carmine    9j. 

Otto  of  rose   "iviij, 

Oil  of  neroli   itlv. 

Triturate  carefully  together. 

48/7.  Oleum. — We  do  not  examine  and  report  upon  the 
composition  of  proprietary  articles. 

259/25.  M.  TF.  A.— (1)  Epilepsy-mixture.— Each  tea- 
spoonful  of  this  mixture  contains  approximately  :  Potassium 
bromide,  gr.  v. ;  potassium  iodide,  gr.  ij. ;  spt.  chloro- 
formi,  111.V.  ;  spt.  ammonias  aromat.,  111.x.  The  use  of  the 
mixture  must  be  persisted  in  for  many  months,  increasing 
the  dose  to  two  teaspoonfuls.  (2)  Eosin  is  a  good  colouring 
for  liquefied  carbolic  acid.  For  the  method  of  using  the 
drug  in  the  gapes  of  poultry  you  should  consult  "  Veterinary 
Counter-practice."  (3)  The  first  of  your  recipes  for  Neu- 
ralgia-powders is  good,  but  is  better  coloured,  and  the 
bulk  slightly  increased,  as  follows  : — 

Acetanilid.    ...    gr.  v. 

Caffeinse       ...    gr.  j. 

Pulv.  sacchar.  alb   gr.  ij. 

Carmini    q.s. 

A  powder  may  be  taken  every  four  hours  till  relieved. 

257/30.  Commonwealth. — The  Rheumatic  and  Gout 
Bemedy  cannot  be  accurately  analysed,  but  it  depends  for 
its  properties  on  the  presence  of  fairly  large  quantities  of 
potassium  nitrate  and  potassium  carbonate.  There  is 
camphor  also  present,  and  the  vegetable  powder  causing  the 
large  precipitate  is  probably  powdered  gentian.  If  you 
wish  to  make  a  similar  mixture  you  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  producing  a  more  elegant  preparation  from  the  informa- 
tion given. 
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260/30     W.  F.  IK— (1)  Dental  Impressicn  wax:— 

Stearin         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  8  oz. 

Powdered  gum  dammar     ...       ...       ...  12  oz. 

French  chalk  (tinted  with  carmine  and 

perfumed  with  oil  q£  rose  geranium  A  dr.)  22  oz. 

Melt  the  stearin  and  shake  into  it  the  powdered  dammar,  then 
add  the  chalk,  mix  well,  and  cast  into  cakes. 

(2)  It  will  not  pay  you  to  make  daturine  from  stramonium, 
but  if  you  are  really  anxious  to  try,  first  make  an  extract  of 
the  drug,  and  isolate  the  alkaloid  by  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia method  for  estimating  belladonna  extract. 

259/46.  Mizpah. — The  only  way  to  prevent  the  leather  from 
changing  the  bronze  powder  to  a  green  colour  would  be  to 
have  the  part  blocked  with  varnish.  This  would  delay  the 
oxidation  of  the  copper  for  some  time,  but  it  would  really  be 
essential  to  have  the  dressing  of  the  leather  changed  as  it 
appears  to  be  the  origin  of  the  trouble. 

1/14.  Malthus. — We  hive  no  personal  experience  of  the 
matter. 

261/49.  X  L. — The  meat-preserver  is  the  ordinary 
solution  of  calcium  bisulphite  that  is  used  by  butchers. 

259/45.  67.  P.— Watt's  "  Art  of  Soapmaking  "  will  suit 
your  purpose.  It  is  published  by  Lockwood  at  7s.  6d.  You 
will  find  therein  all  the  information  you  require. 

1/37.  Medical  Student. — You  will  find  the  prescriptions 
for  stimulating  the  hair  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  85. 

2/30.  C.  E  E.  — You  will  find  the  reaction  between  bis- 
muth subnitrate  and  sodium  bicarbonate  fully  explained  in 
"  The  Ait  of  Dispensing  "  (sixth  edition),  page  267. 

1/63.    J.  W.Moore. — Composition-powder:  — 


Powdered  bayberry-root  bark      ...  12  oz. 

Powdered  ginger    6  oz. 

Powdered  capsicum ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Powdered  cloves    1  oz. 

Mix. 


3/19.  S  A. — Ung.  Acidi  Carbolici,  TJ.S.P.— A  mixture 
of  carbolic  acid  5  grammes  and  ointment  95  grammes. 
Ointment  is  a  mixture  of  lard  800  grammes  and  yellow 
wax  200  grammes. 

2/60.  A.  A.  B. — If  solution  of  caffeine  citrate  is  made 
with  sterilised  water  ard  stored  in  sterilised  bottles  it  will 
keep  well.    Otherwise,  make  it  with  chloroform-water. 

246/8.  S.  S.  H — Oil-soluble  Aniline  Colours  are  articles 
of  commerce.  Many  aniline  dyes  are  the  subject  of  patents, 
but  few  can  be  made  profitably  on  a  small  scale  or  without 
technical  training. 

237/9.  B.  V. — You  should  study  the  monograph  on 
writing-inks  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  in  which  are 
contained  many  recipes  for  the  several  kinds  of  inks. 

246/74.  Lunatic. — The  advertisements  of  the  Lancet  and 
British  Medical  Journal  should  be  consulted  for  addresses  of 
private  asylums. 

246/59.  B.  31. — The  albumins  "and  globulins  are  the  two 
classes  of  proteids  which  coagulate  with  heat. 

228/7.  Vera. — Syrup  of  red  poppies,  cochineal,  and  acid 
magenta  dye  are  suitable  for  colouring  acid  cough-mixtures. 

220/9.  B.  3. — Poro-plastic  Splmt-materiil  — The  patents 
under  which  this  material  is  made  were  granted  in  1871  to 
Mr.  J.  T.  Cocking,  of  Penzance.  An  extension  for  five  years 
was  granted  the  inventor  at  the  expiration  of  patent 
No.  2  353  of  1871.  The  invention  consisted  in  forming 
"  sheets  of  a  plastic  and  porous  material  suitable  for  forming 
splints  from  hair,  wool,  or  other  animal  fibre  felted  together 
and  subsequently  proofed  with  a  proofing-solution  composed 
by  preference  of  about  30  parts  shellac,  10  parts  resin, 
4  parts  frankincense,  2  parts  borax  dissolved  in  water,  about 
1  part  methylated  spirit  added,  or  the  above  gums  in  the 
same  proportions,  dissolved  in  alcohol  instead  of  using  the 
borax." 


Consular  Counsel. 


Persian  Olive  Oil. 

In  1890  MM.  Koussis  and  Theophilactus,  Greek  subjects 
under  Russian  protection,  obtained  the  exclusive  monopoly 
of  the  industrial  treatment  of  olives  in  the  north  of  Persia, 
and  established  a  factory  equipped  with  modern  plant  at 
Rondbiar.  The  machinery,  which  is  of  English  make, 
operates  on  the  greater  part  of  the  olives  of  Ghilan,  of  which 
the  annual  production  varies  from  2  000  to  3,000  tons.  The 
finer  oil  is  destined  exclusively  for  the  Russian  market 
whilst  the  inferior  products  are  used  on  the  spot  in  the 
manufacture  of  soap. 

Italy. 

An  important  olive-oil  making  concern  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Battipaglia,  a  small  village  near  Salerno,  Italy. 
There  the  fruit  is  treated  chemically,  and  excellent  results 
are  said  to  be  obtained.  This  method  of  manufacture  by 
experts  on  a  large  scale  is  claimed  to  be  superior  to  the  old 
plan  of  individual  peasants  making  their  own  oil  by  rough 
and  antiquated  methods.  As  the  factory  has  been  estab- 
lished in  a  district  where  olives  are  very  abundant  and  land 
is  cheap,  this  industry  ought  to  succeed  very  well  if  capital 
enough  is  put  into  it ;  its  early  extension  is  anticipated,  says 
Mr.  Consul  Neville-Rolfe. 

Lagos. 

A  report  on  the  colony  of  Lagos  for  the  year  1899  was 
issued  recently.  There  is  some  interesting  information 
in  it  concerning  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels.  Dealing 
with  palm  oil  and  kernels,  the  Governor  reports  that  the 
labour  available  is  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  great 
natural  supply,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  railway  now 
being  built  will  assist  in  saving  the  time  of  labourers  in 
bringing  the  produce  to  headquarters.  These  exports, 
therefore,  in  the  near  future  shouM  gradually  increase.  A 
check  has  been  given  to  the  adulteration  of  palm  kernels 
(which  had  increased  to  an  alarming  extent)  by  active 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  inspectors  to  supervise  shipments.  The 
exports  of  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels  were  as  follows : — 


Oil 

Kernels 

£ 

£ 

1899  

168,457 

412,817  • 

1898  

97,337 

362,539 

1897  

97,590 

306,831 

Japan. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Lay  sends  an  exhaustive  report  on  the  trade  of 
Japan  during  1900,  from  which  we  gather  that  the  exports 
received  a  check  on  account  of  the  disturbances  in  China, 
The  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  together  with  the  con- 
sequent drain  of  specie,  has  resulted  in  a  tightness  of  the. 
local  money  market.  While  the  total  value  of  Japan's  trade 
for  last  year  is  placed  at  50,193,000Z.,  analysis  shows  these 
figures  to  be  split  up  into  exports  21,800,000Z ,  and  imports' 
29,300, 000Z.  Of  these,  the  exports  show  a  slight  decrease, 
and  the  imports  an  increase  of  nearly  seven  millions  over 
the  preceding  year.  The  trade  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  Japan  wears  a  satisfactory  aspect,  the  figures  showing  an 
increase  of  59  per  cent.  The  United  States,  however,  con- 
tinues to  encroach  on  spheres  of  trade  which  were  formerly 
considered  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  United  King- 
dom and  other  nations.  American  competition  is  now  a 
permanent  feature  of  the  import  trade  of  Japan. 


Royal  School  op  Mikes. —  Truth  states  that  Mr.  W.  Stanley 
Lecky,  an  ex- student  of  this  South  Kensington  School,  has  com- 
plained to  the  Government  authorities  regarding  the  instruction 
in  practical  metallurgy  given  by  Sir  W.  Roberts-Austen,  the  pro- 
fessor of  the  subject.  If  the  complaints  are  well-founded,  says 
our  contemporary,  Mr.  Lecky  has  brought  to  light  a  serious 
scandal,  and,  if  not  denied,  the  school  is  in  need  of  root-and- 
branch  reform. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted.   

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  September  19. 

ABETTER  tone  has  prevailed  on  the  markets  this  week, 
and  the  volume  of  business  done  has  been  fairly  satis- 
factory, not  a  few  articles  showing  a  rising  tendency.  The 
principal  alteration  is  an  advance  in  santonin,  which  was 
expected.  Cocaine  is,  perhaps,  not  so  firm  as  it  was,  owiog 
to  a  reduction  in  the  crude  material.  Quinine,  after  being 
firmer  towards  the  end  of  last  week,  received  a  set-back  on 
account  of  the  unexpected  heavy  shipments  of  bark  from  Java, 
but  subsequently  the  market  steadied  itself.  In  crude  drugs 
senega  has  attracted  considerable  attention  with  a  good 
business,  and  spot  sellers  have  withdrawn  from  the  market. 
A  report  of  an  export-tax  of  1*.  6d.  per  lb.  on  Cartagena 
ipecacuanha  has  caused  holders  to  advance  their  prices 
accordingly.  Ergot  of  rye  is  fairly  steady,  and  Belgian 
chamomiles  are  tending  lower  again.  Menthol  is  a  strong 
and  rising  market.  In  essential  oils  a  good  business  has 
been  done  in  star-anise  oil  at  unchanged  rates,  and  Japanese 
pepp3rmint  oil  is  dearer  again.  Eucalyptus  oil  (B.P.)  is  a 
shade  easier.  Opium  is  slightly  firmer,  probably  on  account 
of  the  American  purchases  in  Smyrna.  Citric  acid  has  an 
easier  tendency,  and  sulphate  of  copper  is  also  offered  at 
slightly  cheaper  rates.  The  following  are  the  principal 
changes  of  the  week : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Areca 

Ipecacuanha 
(Cart.) 
Menthol 
Oil,  pepper- 
mint (Jap.) 
Oil,  sassafras 
Senega 
Santonin 
Serpentary 

Opium 

Acid,  citric 
Copper 

sulphate 
Spermaceti 
Oil,  eucalyptus 

Chamomiles 
Orris 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c  ,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  September  12  to  18,  both  inclusive  :— 
Buchu,  7 ;  calumba,  126 ;  cardamoms,  33 ;  carraway  oil,  5  ;  carra- 
way  seed,  175  ;  chamomiles,  21 ;  citronella  oil  (@  Galle),  64  drums, 
94  cases ;  cocaine,  crude  (@  Callao),  13;  cocoa-butter,  36  ;  cod- 
liver  oil  (@  Aalesund)  106,  (@  Bergen)  109  ;  coriander-seed  (Mor.), 
567;  essential  oils  (@  Palermo),  40  pkgs.;  galls  (Persian),  664  i 
gentian,  5 ;  gum  arabic  (@  Bombay),  35  bgs.  8 cs. ;  gum  tragacanth, 
20 ;  gum,  unenumerated  (Pers.),  114  cs. ;  kino  (@  Bombay),  10 
cases  ;  kola  (W.C.A.)  6,  (W.I.)  10  ;  lime-juice  (@  Dominica\  187  ; 
lime  oil  (W.I.).72  pkgs. ;  opium  (Persian)  13,  (@  Smyrna)  58,  (via 
Marseilles)  197,  (@  Constantinople)  137 ;  orris  (Mor.)  15,  (@  Leg- 
horn) 25  ;  peppermint  oil  (@  N.  Y.),  18;  pimento,  787;  quicksilver 
(Ital.),  500  ;  senna  (@  Suez)  50,  (@  Bombay)  710  bales  ;  saccharin, 
3  cs. :  saffron,  5;  sarsaparilla  (@  Panama),  7;  sponges,  157  cs.  > 
squills  (@  Messina),  26 ;  sulphur  (@  Girgenti),  500  tons  > 
tamarinds  (@  Madras),  50  bgs. ;  turmeric  (@  Bombay),  40  ;  wax' 
bees'  (W.C.A.)  17,  (Span.)  19,  (@  Tangier)  18  bgs. ;  wax,  ceresin 
(@  Hamburg)  25,  (@  Dusseldorf)  10  bgs. 


Tbe  Death  of  Mr.  McKinley. 

The  lamentable  assassination  of  Mr.  Wm.  McKinley, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is  a  subject 
of  general  regret  in  business  circles.  As  soon  as  the 
news  of  his  death  was  received  here  on  Saturday 
morning  last  the  London  Commercial  Sale-rooms  were 
closed  as  a  token  of  sympathy,  and  the  following 
telegram  was  sent  to  the  American  Ambassador : — 

The  members  of  the  London  Commercial  Sale-rooms 
desire  to  respectfully  express  their  deep  regret  and 
sympathy  with  the  family  of  the  late  President  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  their  terrible  bereavement. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  refer  in  this  place  to  Mr. 
McKinley's  protective  policy,  which  so  seriously  in- 
fluenced our  exports  of  heavy  chemicals  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  believed  that  his  opinions  on 
protection  latterly  underwent  a  change,  aud  while 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  his  successor  in  the  Presidency,  is  to 
maintain  his  policy,  those  who  are  familiar  with  Mr. 
Roosevelt's  writings  cannot  have  failed  to  observe  a 
catholicity  of  feeling  which  augurs  well  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  excellent  business  relations  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  at  all  the  main  centres 
continues  without  material  change  from  recent  reports.  Home 
trade  demand  is  moderately  good,  and  orders  against  existing 
contracts  are  coming  in  well.  In  actual  new  business  there  is  nob 
very  much  doing.  Demand  for  export  is  heavier,  and  shipments- 
to  various  northern  ports  continue  to  be  pushed  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Values,  generally  speaking,  show  very  little 
fluctuation,  and  for  the  most  part  are  fairly  well  maintained. 

Alkali-produce. —  Caustic  soda  is  only  in  fairly  moderate 
request  at  unchanged  rates,  76  to  77  per  cent.,  11?.  to  11Z.  5.s.  per 
ton  ;  70  per  cent.,  107.  2s.  6(7.  to  10?..  7s.  6c?.  per  ton  ;  and  60  per 
cent.,  9?.  2s.  6c?.  to  9?.  7s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Bleaching  powder  is  moving 
much  better,  and  particularly  so  on  export  account,  demand  in 
this  direction  having  lately  exceeded  anticipations.  Softwood 
casks  on  rails  are  still  quoted  at  6?.  15s.  to  7?.  per  ton,  and  f.o.b. 
Liverpool  or  Tyne,  7?.  to  7?.  5s.  per  ton.  Ammonia  alkali  con- 
tinues in  strong  demand,  and  price  is  easily  maintained  at 
4?.  17s.  6f?.  to  5?.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  at  works  in  bags. 
Soda  crystals  show  no  change,  and  are  in  fairly  steady  demand  at 
67s.  6(7.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  62s.  6c?.  to  65s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 
Tyne.  Saltcake  in  better  request,  and  prices  have  a  firmer 
tendency,  being  28s.  to  30s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk.  Bicar- 
bonate of  soda  steady,  at  unchanged  rates  of  6?.  7s.  6(7.  to 
6?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton  in  5-cwt.  casks,  and  6?.  15s.  to  7?.  per  ton  in 
1-cwt.  kegs,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  con- 
tinue to  rule  very  quiet,  and  prices  are  lower,  potash  3j(7.  to  3j|c?. 
per  lb.,  and  soda  3§(7.  to  3gf7.  per  lb.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash 
shows  no  improvement,  and  best  Lancashire  makes  are  now  quoted 
at  5(7.  to  5^(7.  per  lb.  Sulphate  of  soda  (dauber's  salts)  continues 
to  move  steadily  at  30s.  to  32s.  6(7.  per  ton  in  bags,  free  on  rails. 
Hyposulphite  of  soda  somewhat  quiet,  but  without  alteration  in; 
value,  6?.  5s.  to  6?.  15s.  per  ton  in  J-cwt.  casks,  and  7?.  to  7?.  10s. 
per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs.  Silicates  of  soda  in  steady  request  at  late 
rates,  140c  Tw,  4?.  2s.  6(7.  to  4?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton;  100°  Tw, 
3?.  12s.  6(7.  to  4Z.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton ;  75°  Tw,3?.  5s.  to  3?.  15s.  per  ton, 
f.o.b.  Liverpool  or  Tyne  in  ordinary  casks,  with  customary  differ- 
ences for  other  packages. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  September  18. 

Castor  Oil. — The  position  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  has 
improved  slightly  during  the  week,  and  sales  are  reported  at 
3^(7.  per  lb.,  with  a  prospect  of  better  prices  in  the  near  future. 

Beeswax. — Sales  of  Chilian  have  been  made  during  the  week 
at  prices  ranging  from  77.  5s.  to  77.  12s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  the  latter 
price  being  paid  for  pale  description. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sixty-seven  serons  of  Ghezireh  have  found 
buyers  at  27s.  6t7.  per  cwt.  ;  and  hard  amber  description  has  been 
selling  in  small  lots  at  42s.  6(7. 

Canary-seed.— Good  bright  Turkish  exhibits  a  dragging  market 
at  52s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  25  bags  changing  hands  at  this  figure. 

African  Ginger— Steady,  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia. — Held  for  137.  per  ton,  but  not  much  business 
passing  at  the  figure. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — At  auction  2  barrels  cloudy  Maranham  "  aa 
imported  "  were  sold  at  2s.  Ohd.  per  lb. 
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Honey. — Sales  of  No  Pile  Chilian  are  recorded  at  18s.  per  cwt. ; 
while  19s.  is  asked  for  Pile  3 ;  21s.  to  22s.  6d.  for  Pile  2  ;  and  24s. 
to  24s.  Gd.  is  asked  for  Pile  1;  and  small  sales  of  Jamaica,  just 
landed,  have  been  effected  at  17s.  6(2.  to  20s.,  according  to 
quality. 

Turpentine. — Is  steady,  at  27s.  ~5d.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamibwrg,  September  17. 

Our  drug-market  in  general  is  quiet,  but  there  are  several 
articles  meeting  with  interest  at  rising  prices. 

Agae-agae  is  tending  firmer,  at  355m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aloes. —  Cape  is  unchanged,  at  65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aniseed  shows  a  very  firm  market,  with  old  crop  at  40m.  and 
new  crop  at  43m.  per  100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  quiet,  at  28Ain.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphob. — Refined  shows  a  firmer  tone,  second-hand  holders 
now  asking  420m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condubango  is  a  little  firmer,  at  80m.  per  00  kilos. 

Ebgot  is  firmer ;  Russian  is  quoted  to-day  at  350m.  and  Spanish 
330m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  also  firmer,  Rio  being  held  at  24m.,  and  Carta- 
gena is  dearer  at  14Am.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  very  much  firmer ;  spot  delivery  is  scarce  at 
450m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  for  shipment  395m.  per  100  kilos,  is  wanted. 

Menthol  continues  firm,  with  spot  delivery  at  29^01.  and  for- 
ward delivery  28m.  per  kilo. 

Honey  is  quiet ;  Peruvian  at  39m.  and  Valparaiso  40m.  to  44m. 
per  100  kilos.,  in  store. 

Quinine  is  dull,  at  39m.  to  38m.  per  kilo. 

Qdillaia  is  firmer,  at  28m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  very  firm,  at  67m.  per  100  kilos. 

Santonin  is  dearer,  at  37m.  per  kilo. 

Stae- anise. — Tending  firmer,  at  125m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega- boot. — Advancing  at  425m.  per  100  kilos. 

Peppeemint  Oil  is  very  firm  and  dearer,  at  8m.  per  lb.  for 
American  HGH.  Japanese  is  also  advancing,  8gm.  per  kilo,  being 
quoted. 

Caea way-seed  Oil  and  Cabvol  are  also  tending  upwards. 

American  Drug  Market. 

Nero  York,  September  10. 

The  market  is  quiet,  but  the  outlook  for  fall  business  is  good, 
and  there  are  signs  of  an  early  improvement. 

Aloes  is  in  light  demand,  but  quotations  continue  steady  at 
4c.  to  4ic.  for  Curacoa  and  6c.  to  6gC.  per  lb.  for  Cape.  There  is 
no  anxiety  on  the  part  of  holders  to  sell. 

Balsam,  Copaiba. —  Central  American  is  in  fair  demand  and 
unchanged  at  36c.  to  38c.  per  lb.  Para  is  in  better  supply,  and 
easier  at  47c. 

Benzoin. — Supplies  of  Sumatra  are  light,  and  values  are  firm 
at  27c.  to  35c.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Cascaea  Sageada  is  strong,  both  on  the  spot  and  on  the 
Pacific.    Supplies  are  light,  and  quotations  firm  at  5c.  to  7c. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  firmer,  in  sympathy  with  foreign  markets. 
For  prime  quality,  broken,  55c.  is  asked,  and  60c.  for  tops. 

Dbagon's  Blood.— Ordinary  lump  is  quiet  at  15c.  to  18c,  and 
prime  reeds  at  50c.    Demand  is  light. 

Begot. — Russian  is  quoted  42c.  to  45c,  and  Spanish  at  48c. 

Gamboge. — Demand  is  light,  but  supplies  are  small,  and  quota- 
tions for  prime  quality  pipe  are  strong  at  50c.  per  lb. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydeastis).— Offerings  are  very  limited,  and 
the  market  is  somewhat  unsettled,  as  buyers  are  not  inclining  to 
pay  present  prices.  Small  packages  of  spring  dug  are  obtainable 
at  55c,  and  fall-dug  root  at  57c. 

Guaiacum  is  higher  on  account  of  foreign  advices ;  18c.  to  20c 
is  asked. 

Manna  is  easier  owing  to  anticipated  arrivals  of  new  crop. 
Small  flake  is  offered  at  55c,  and  large  at  §1.20. 

Oil  of  Peppeemint  continues  to  harden,  and  case  oil  is  un- 
obtainable below  $1.75.  Tin  oil  is  also  firmer  at  §1.45  to  §1.55 
per  lb. 

Quinine  is  quiet,  holders  not  being  anxious  to  sell.  Sales  from 
second  hands  are  reported  at  26nC.  for  Java,  and  27ie.  for  German. 
Manufacturers  quote  on  a  basis  of  28c  per  oz. 

Sassapeas-babk  is  in  good  demand  at  7c.  to  10c.  per  lb. 

Senega. — Sales  have  been  made  at  39jc,  and  quotations  are 
firm  at  40c.  to  42c.  Supplies  at  primary  sources  are  light,  and 
receipts  from  diggers  are  very  small.  A  higher  market  is  shortly 
anticipated. 

Sebpentaey  has  advanced  to  44c.  per  lb.,  owing  to  extreme 
scarcity. 

The  Japanese  Drug- market. 

Yokohama,  August  16. 
Our  drug-market  has  improved  in  tone  since  my  last  report,  and 
there  have  been  a  good  many  changes  in  price,  especially  in 
imported  articles", 


In  exports,  dry  ginger  is  very  firmly  held,  and  is  nominally 
quoted  at  17.50  yen  per  picul ;  stock  is  only  some  100  piculs. 
Since  July  last,  more  than  2,500  piculs  were  exported  to  Bombay 
for  speculative  account.  The  new  crop  will  appear  at  the  end  of 
October  or  beginning  of  November,  so  that  until  that  time, 
nothing  is  available.  The  new  crop  is  estimated  at  nearly 
15,0CO  piculs,  as  farmers  cultivated  a  considerable  quantity. 
Menthol  is  also  advancing,  owing  to  a  brisk  demand  from  America 
and  Europe,  and  some  important  business  has  been  done  at  the 
advanced  prices  of  6.10  yen  to  6.20  yen.  Oil  of  peppermint  has 
also  advanced  a  trifle,  and  holders  now  ask  1.90  yen  per  catty. 
Japanese  galls  are  rather  weak  on  account  of  absence  of  demand 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  fair  quality  without  stalk  can  be 
had  at  23  yen  per  picul.  Bird-lime  is  quoted  45  yen  per  picul. 
Sulphur  is  wanted  at  29  yen  per  picul ;  a  large  transaction  has 
been  put  through  for  the  United  States.  Refined  camphor 
tablets  are  quoted  1.05  yen  to  1.09  yen  per  lb.  with  a  firm  market. 
Iodides  remain  dull,  but  demand  is  increasing.  Crude  (95  per 
cent.)  can  be  had  at  3.05  yen  to  3.15  yen  per  lb.,  according  to 
quantity.  Iodide  of  potassium  is  quoted  3.45  yen  per  lb. ;  while  for 
iodoform  5.30  yen  to  5.50  yen  is  wanted.  Resublimed  iodine  is 
offered  at  5  yen  to  5.20  yen  per  lb.  The  exportations  to  China 
and  elsewhere  have  increased  of  late,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
importations  of  foreign  iodide  of  potassium  is  said  to  be  only 
5,000  lbs.  since  January. 

In  import  articles,  acetanilide  is  weak  at  45  to  47  sen  per  lb. ; 
carbolic  acid  is  cheap,  although  demand  is  brisk  owing  to  con- 
suming season.  The  stock  is  estimated  to  be  not  less  than 
1,000  cwt.,  and  imports  since  January  last  amount  to  about 
1,500  cwt.  The  present  prices  are  41  to  44  sen  per  lb.  in  drums. 
Tartaric  acid  is  very  firm  at  0.63  yen  to  65  sen  per  lb.  in  kegs. 
Citric  acid  is  weak  at  73  to  75  sen  per  lb.  Bismuth  subnitrate 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  items  since  my  last  report ;  buyers 
began  to  purchase  from  2.80  yen  per  lb.,  and  yesterday  available 
stock  changed  hands  at  3  yen  per  lb.  The  stock  is  estimated  at 
only  5,000  lbs.,  while  at  present  demand  is  considerable,  and 
holders  now  want  3.10  yen  per  lb.  Cable  quotation  is  lower  from 
Europe,  5s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  being  quoted.  Cocoa-butter  is 
scarce,  and  95  sen  per  lb.  is  quoted.  Condurango  is  cheap  at 
28  to  30  sen  per  lb.  Ergot  is  scarce,  and  1.45  yen  per  lb.  is 
wanted.  Formaldehyde  is  selling  very  well  at  40  sen  per  lb.,  the 
demand  has  increased  considerably  of  late.  Ipecacuanha  is 
wanted  at  8  yen  per  lb.  Potassium  bromide  is  quoted  90  sen 
per  lb.,  with  a  higher  tendency.  Quinine  hydrochloride  is  very 
firm  at  1.05  yen  to  1.08  yen  per  oz.,  and  sulphate  is  also  firmly 
held  at  66  to  68  sen  per  oz.,  with  an  increasing  demand.  Java  can 
be  had  at  a  few  sen  below.  Sugar  of  milk  is  cheap  at  20  yen  per 
cwt.,  and  stock  has  decreased  greatly,  there  having  been  no  im- 
portations since  January.  Senega  is  firm  at  1  yen  per  lb.  San- 
tonin is  also  dearer  at  8.75  yen  to  9  yen  per  lb. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  September  19,  9.50  a.m.  : — The  market  in  opium, 
is  quiet,  but  prices  are  still  firmly  maintained. 

#  *         *  # 

Hamburg,  September  19  : — Menthol,  peppsrmint  oil,  and 
santonin  are  all  firmer.  For  refined  camphor  420m.  per  100 
kilos,  has  been  paid,  and  senega  has  changed  hands  at  450m. 
per  100  kilos. 

*  *         *  * 

New  York,  September  18.— Quiet  conditions  prevail 
here.  Golden  seal  (hydrastis)  is  easier  at  50c.  per  lb.  for 
fall-dug  root.  Stocks  of  jaborandi  are  diminishing  and  price 
is  firm  at  15c.  per  lb.  Nux  vomica  is  firmer  at  3c.  per  lb. 
Senega  has  advanced  to  43c.  per  lb.  and  firmly  held  owing  to 
scarcity.  Serpentary-root  has  advanced  to  44c.  for  new 
crop.  American  oil  of  peppermint  is  again  firmer  at  $1  80 
for  oil  in  cases,  and  very  little  is  obtainable  at  that  figure. 
Tin  oil  is  firm  at  $1.45  per  lb. 

Proposed  Extension  of  the  Bandong  Quinine 
Factory. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  co-operative  working  arrangement 
between  the  Bandong  quinine-works  and  the  Java  cinchona- 
planters,  the  factory  has  been  fully  employed,  and  is  now  even 
working  day  and  night  to  keep  pace  with  the  deliveries  of  bark. 
The  total  quantity  of  bark  worked  up  in  one  year  comes  to  about 
30,000  to  40,000  tons,  and  is  equal  to  about  one-eighth  or  one- tenth 
of  the  total  annual  production  of  Java,  the  remaining  seven-eighths 
being  exported  and  sold  to  the  European  quinine-factories.  The 
low-grade  bark,  which,  as  a  rule,  was  not  exported,  is  now  also 
worked  up  with  advantage,  as  contracts  have  recently  been  made 
with  American  firms  for  the  sale  of  such  by-products  of  the 
quinine-industry  as  cinchonine  and  cinchonidine. 

It  is  said  that  the  opinion  prevails  in  Europe  that  if  about 
three-quarters  of  the  annual  production  of  Java  bark  is  exported 
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to  Europe,  and  the  remaining  quarter  manufactured  into  quinine 
in  Java,  the  situation  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned. But  in  view  of  the  growing  output  of  other  countries,  and 
notably  the  increasing  production  of  high-grade  bark  in  British 
India,  and  the  possibility  that  this  may  ultimately  have  an  un- 
favourable effect  on  the  quinine  market,  it  is  advocated  in  Java 
that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  bark  grown  there  should  be  worked 
up  in  that  country.  With  this  view,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
works  of  the  Bandong  Company  should  be  extended  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  second  factory,  and  that  the  required  capital,  which  is 
estimated  at  about  20,000/.,  should,  at  least  in  part,  be  subscribed 
by  the  Java  planters.  It  is  further  considered  essential  for  the 
success  of  the  undertaking  that  the  cinchona-planters  who  agree 
to  send  their  output  to  the  new  factory  should  undertake  to  con- 
tinue to  do  this  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five  years. 

A  New  Duty  on  Sweetened  Spirits. 

After  a  four  months'  consideration  of  the  position  that  imported 
sweetened  spirits — which  embrace  all  foreign  liqueurs,  cordials, 
&c. — occupy  with  respect  to  the  sugar  duty  imposed  by  the 
Finance  Act  of  April  last,  the  Board  of  Customs  have  at  length 
decided  to  levy  a  duty  on  such  goods,  and  have  fixed  a  rate  of  2d. 
per  proof  gal.  additional  to  the  spirit- duty  on  all  sweetened  spirits 
tested  for  assessment  at  the  alcoholic  strength.  Thus,  these 
spirits  will  in  future  have  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  12s.  Ad.  plus  2d., 
or  altogether  12s.  6d.,  per  proof  gal.  if  imported  in  bottle,  and 
lis.  Ad.  plus  2d.,  or  lis.  6d.,  if  imported  in  cask.  Spirits 
sweetened,  but  not  claimed  for  testing — that  is,  cleared  on  the 
liquid  quantity — do  not  apparently  come  under  this  additional 
duty,  and  will,  therefore,  continue  to  be  charged  at  16s.  Ad.  per 
bulk  gal.  if  imported  in  bottle,  or  15s.  Ad.  if  in  cask. 

Price  of  Aluminium. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Aluminium  -  Industrie  -  Aktien- 
Gesellschaft  in  Neuhausen,  Switzerland,  and  the  Pittsburg 
Aluminium  Works,  Pittsburg,  U.S.A.,  have  after  lengthy  dis- 
cussion agreed  upon  a  uniform  price  for  aluminium.  The  works 
in  Switzerland,  and  also  the  factories  in  Lend,  Austria,  and  in 
Rheinfelden,  Germany,  are  at  present  in  full  swing. 

American  Sulphate  of  Copper. 

During  the  seven  months  ended  July  31  the  United  States  ex- 
ported a  total  of  46,524,035  lbs.  of  copper  sulphate,  as  against 
40,932,434  lbs  -  last  year,  showing  an  increase  of  5,591,601  lbs.,  or 
about  12  per  cent.  The  greater  part  of  these  exports  was  destined 
for  Italy  and  Austria,  and  good-sized  quantities  also  went  to 
France,  Netherlands,  and  Portugal,  Several  thousand  pounds 
were  also  sent  to  Russia. 

London  Markets. 

Acid,  Acetic. — It  is  reported  that  an  advance  may  take 
place  shortly  owing  to  the  higher  prices  now  paid  for 
sodium  acetate.  The  article  is,  however,  being  subjected  to 
very  keen  competition  as  the  result  of  over-production.  For 
instance,  a  circular  has  been  issued  quoting  99  to  100  per 
cent.  (B.P)  at  32,1.  per  ton,  c.i.f.,  in  5-ton  lots.  Other  agents, 
however,  quote  from  33/.  to  351. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  very  dull,  with  sellers  at  from  Is.  2\d.  to 
Is.  2,\d.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tannic. — The  makers'  price  is  unchanged  at  2s. 
per  lb.,  but  it  is  said  that  at  present  cost  of  raw  material 
makers  are  justified  in  asking  \\d.  per  lb.  more. 

Aloes. — Fine  livery  Curacao  is  unobtainable  on  the  spot; 
it  is  much  wanted.  Socotrine  in  kegs  have  been  sold  at 
72s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  export. 

Aniseed. — Higher  prices  are  expected  for  Levantine,  and 
recent  offers  of  30s.  per  cwt.,  c.  and  f.,  have  been  with- 
drawn. 

Areca. — The  bulk  of  the  London  stock  is  reported  to  be 
in  first  hands,  and  17s.  per  cwt.  appears  to  be  the  lowest  price 
asked. 

Arrowroot.— In  auction  18  half-barrels  Bermuda  were 
bought  in  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  No  St.  Vincent  was  catalogued, 
but  privately  there  has  been  a  good  business  at  If d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Canada  is  still  scarce;  |for  casks  of  3  cwt. 
Is.  9d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid. 

Benzoin. — Since  the  auctions  a  considerable  business  has 
been  done  in  Sumatra  gum,  amounting  to  about  80  cases  at 
between  6/  and  8/.  per  cwt.  Gum  at  from  9/.  to  12/.  is 
scarce  and  much  wanted.  Siam  is  slow  of  sale,  being  held 
for  high  figures.    The  first-hand  supplies  of  good  Palembang 


gum  have  been  practically  cleared,  and  only  medium  and 
low  qualities  are  left  at  about  40s. 

The  exports  from  Singapore  from  January  1  to  August  19  have 
been  :— U.K.,  862  piculs ;  Continent,  1,338  piculs  ;  and  U.S.A., 
1,284  piculs. 

Camphob. — A  quiet  market  is  reported  for  crude,  but  for 
arrival  the  Japanese  quotation  is  higher  at  152s'.  Qd.  per  cwt,, 
c.i.f.  At  the  close  of  last  week  business  was  done  at  145s., 
c.i.f.,  for  October-November  shipment. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Old  bark  is  quoted  28s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.,  to  arrive. 

Chamomiles. — Belgian  dealers  reporb  that  present  low 
prices  are  not  remunerative,  and  do  not  pay  cultivators.  The 
fact  remain?,  however,  that  chamomiles  are  plentiful  this 
year,  though,  of  course,  finest  flowers  have  been  scarce.  On 
Ihe  spot  small  flowers  or  thirds  are  quoted  58s.  6d.,  seconds 
at  from  65s.  to  75s  ,  and  fine  at  from  80s,  to  90s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  half 
of  the  month  were  600,000  Amst.  lbs.  against  610,000  Amst. 
lbs.  last  year. 

Cloves — Zanzibar  are  selling  on  the  spot  at  from  3}~d.  to 
3}d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  For  delivery  prices  are 
weaker,  October-December  delivery  having  sold  at  3^-2.  to 
3fd.,  and  January-March  at  3fgd. 

Cocaine. — The  s.s.  Orinoco  has  arrived  from  Callao  with 
13  packages  crude  cocaine. 

Cocoa-butter.— On  October  1,  at  Amsterdam,  80  tons 
Van  Houten's  brand,  5  tons  de  Jong,  1  ton  Helm,  and  5  tons 
Mignon  will  be  offered,  and  on  the  same  date  here  50  tons 
Cadbury's  brand. 

Colchicum-seed  is  very  scarce  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  for 
foreign.  The  Trieste  market  is  quite  exhausted  for  the 
moment,  and  it  is  doubtful  when  further  supplies  will  be 
received.  Boot  in  slices  is  quoted  29s.  per  cwt.  gross,  for 
net  c.  and  f. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  easier  at  21/.  7s.  Qd.  per  ton  for 
ordinary  brands  on  the  spot.  Anchor  is  unchanged  at  23/., 
and  in  Liverpool  21/.  15s.  to  22/.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 

Cubebs. — The  exports  from  Singapore,  from  January  1  to 
August  19,  have  been  101  piculs  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
2,325  piculs  to  the  U.S.A. 

Cuttlefish-bone. — According  to  recent  advices  from 
primary  markets  the  season  of  arrivals  of  new  catch  is  now 
considered  closed.  Very  small  stocks  are  on  hand  at  Trieste, 
and  they  are  not  expected  to  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  wants 
of  the  current  season.  The  outlook  is  therefore  favourable 
to  continued  firmness,  and  probably  higher  prices  later. 

Dragon's-blood. — The  exports  from  Singapore  from 
January  1  to  August  19  amount  to  72  piculs,  shipped  to  this 
country.  The  s.s.  Shanghai  has  arrived  from  Singapore  with 
10  casc3  and  2  cases  from  Penang. 

Ergot. — For  new  Spanish  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  now 
asked  in  one  direction,  although  business  has  been  done 
slightly  under  this  figure.  On  the  spot  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  9d. 
has  been  paid,  according  to  quality. 

Galls. — Chinese  on  the  spot  are  quoted  62s.  6c/.  for  plum- 
shaped,  and  58s.  for  ordinary.  To  arrive  66s.  and  62s.  Qd., 
c.i.f,,  is  quoted  respectively. 

Gamboge. — The  shipments  from  Singapore,  from  January  1 
to  August  19,  have  been  64  piculs  to  U.S.A.  and  13  piculs  to 
the  U.K. 

Ginger. — Jamaica  was  represented  by  17  barrels  only,  in 
the  sale  of  which  5  sold  at  36s.  Qd.  for  fair  but  slightly 
wormy ;  220  bags  Cochin  were  bought  in  at  from  38s.  to 
42s.  Qd.,  the  latter  figure  being  for  good  washed  rough. 

Guaiacum. — For  fine  block  Is.  Qd.  is  wanted,  but  there  is 
no  demand. 

Iodine. — The  exports  from  Chili  during  1900  amounted  to 
318  360  kilos.,  valued  at  #4,043,172,  against  304,328  kilos  , 
valued  at  #4,198,427  (Chilian  dollar  =  Is.  Qd,,  and  1,000 
kilos.  =  1  ton). 

Ipecacuanha. — It  is  reported  that  the  Government  of 
Colombia  has  placed  an  export  tax  of  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  on 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha,  apparently  with  the  view  of  raising 
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revenue  to  carry  on  the  civil  war.  In  our  issue  of  Augu^  11, 
1900,  page  297,  we  reported  that  duties  had  been  placed  on 
certain  produce  exported  from  Colombia,  including  rubber, 
coffee,  gums,  &c,  so  that  this  tax  on  ipecacuanha  is  quite 
feasible  and  probable.  On  the  London  market  business  has 
been  done  at  6s.  per  lb.  for  good  clean  root,  and  6s  Qi.  is 
now  wanted.    Rio  is  unchanged,  with  small  sales  at  lis.  3d. 

Kola. — At  the  spice  auctions  10  packages  of  West  Indian 
were  offered,  of  which  7  sold  at  from  2d.  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Mace.— Steady.  In  auction  49  packages  West  Indian 
offered  and  sold,  good  pale  at  Is.  Qd„  fair  ditto  Is.  Qd.  to 
Is.  bd.,  and  ordinary  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Of  14  cases 
PenaDg  offered  2  sold  at  Is.  lQd.  for  good  red,  slightly  wormy. 
Nine  cases  Singapore  were  bought  in. 

Menthol  has  been  an  excited  market,  and  prices  have 
advanced  daily.  Oa  the  spot  up  to  13s.  6a!.  (an  advance  of 
quite  6d.  since  last  week)  has  been  paid  for  Kobayashi 
crystals,  and  14s.  is  now  wanted.  The  c.i.f.  price  has  also 
advanced  fully  Is.,  to-day's  prices  for  October-December 
shipment  being  13s.  3d.,  c.i.f,  for  Kobayashi,  and  13s.  for 
prime  white.  Altogether  a  considerable  business  has  been 
done,  especially  for  forward  delivery,  and  on  the  spot  some 
15  cases  have  been  sold  in  one  quarter.  Telegrams  from 
Japan  indicate  that  the  shipments  during  November  and 
December  will  establish  a  record. 

Myrrh  is  very  scarce,  and  for  fair  sorts  80s.  per  c  st.  is 
asked,  up  to  100s.  for  good.  No  arrivals  have  taken  place 
on  the  Trieste  market,  and  none  are  expected.  Stocks  there 
are  becoming  smaller  and  smaller,  and  an  advance  is  pre- 
dicted. 

Oil,  Anise  Star. — A  large  business  has  been  done  this 
week,  and  for  October-December  shipment  4s.  6d ,  c.i.f.,  has 
been  paid,  but  4s.  8d.,  c.i.f.,  is  now  asked  from  China.  Spot 
is  obtainable  at  5s.,  and  this  figure  has  also  been  paid. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  Bergen  market  is  quiet  and  un- 
changed at  63s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  finest  non-con- 
gealing oil.  The  exports  from  that  port  amount  to 
8,187§  barrels,  against  5,980  barrels  at  the  same  time  last 
year. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Competition  for  business  in  this 
article  has  been  exceedingly  keen  of  late,  and  one  agent  has 
been  offering  at  exceptionally  low  prices,  to  meet  which 
others  have  reduced  their  quotations.  It  is  unlikely  that 
there  will  be  any  advance  during  the  comiDg  season  on 
account  of  over-production  last  year.  The  following  are  the 
prices  in  large  wholesale  quantities  for  leading  brands: — 
"Platypus"  (Globulus),  Is.  2d.;  "Royal"  {Malice  oil),  Is. 3d. 
to  Is.  Qd.,  according  to  eucalyptol  content ;  "  Parrot " 
(Bosisto's),  Is.  Id. ;  and  Faulding's  Is.  6d.  per  lb. ;  all  the 
above  are  guaranteed  B.P. 

Oil,  Lemon  grass. — From  second-hands  4|<2.  to  5d.  psr  oz. 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted,  and  Qd.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — The  spot  price  of  Japanese  de- 
mentholised  oil  has  advanced  to  4s.  per  lb.,  and  this  figure 
has  been  paid.  The  arrival  quotation  is  unchanged  at 
3s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  for  August-October  shipment ;  40-per-cent.  oil 
has  also  advanced  to  7s  3d.,  and  very  little  can  be  had  ; 
American  HGH  is  still  8s.  3d  to  8s.  Qd.  spot  from  first- 
hands  ;  and  7s.  9d.  in  second-hands.  Tin  oil  is  quoted 
6s.  Qd.  spot  for  finest. 

Oil,  Sassafras. — American  of  genuine  quality  has  been 
advanced  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Spearmint. — Under  similar  conditions  to  those  in- 
fluencing tha  peppermint  situation,  holders  have  advanced 
their  quotations  to  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  tins  in  cases,  and  7s., 
c.i.f.,  for  bottles  in  cases. 

Opium.— The  market  is  strorjg,  although  little  actual 
business  is  reported.  Good  druggists'  is  worth  from  9s.  to 
9s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot. 

Smybna,  September  6. — Another  active  week  has  passed,  the 
sales  amounting  to  nearly  150  cases,  three-fourths  of  which  were 
for  American  account.  They  include  95  cases  old  current  Kara- 
liissars  at  the  equivalent  of  9s. ;  16  cases  old  current  Yerli  at 
9s.  4rf. ;  19  cases  new  Adetfce  talequale  at  8s.  6d.  to  8s.  Sd. ; 
10  cases  new  Bogaditz  talequale  at  9s.  8(7. ;  5  cases  new  Kara- 
hissars   (inspected)    at   9s.  Qd.,  and  4  cases  old  ditto  (in-  ' 


spected)  at  9s.  6d.  Sellers  on  the  whole  are  very  reserved, 
and  great  difficulty  is  experienced  by  buyers  to  persuade 
dealers  to  sell.  The  want  of  money  on  the  part  of  weak  holders 
has  been  the  means  of  saving  the  situation,  and  thanks  to  this 
buyers  have  been  supplied  for  present  engagements.  Had  all 
the  stocks  been  in  the  hands  of  firm  holders  much  higher  prices 
would  have  been  paid.  The  market  closes  very  firm,  with  buyers. 
The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  2,108  cases,  against 
2,770  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Constantinople,  Sept.  14. — The  market  is,  if  anything,  weaker, 
and  sales  of  new  crop  have  been  made  at  the  equivalent  of 
8s.  4<i.  per  lb.  If  present  stagnation  continues  further  temporary 
decline  may  take  place,  and  owing  to  heavy  stocks  in  Smyrna 
holders  will  not  be  able  to  maintain  present  level  much  longer 
without  outside  help.  The  week's  sales  amount  to  15  cases 
'Druggists'"  at  8s.  4(i,  and  10  casies  Zille  and  Hadjikeuy  at 
12s.  per  lb. 

Orris. — Prices  appear  to  have  touched  bottom,  and  at 
present  low  values  a  good  business  has  been  done  lately, 
including  good  Florentine  sorts  at  26s.  Qd.  per  cwt,  c.i.f.  In 
another  quarter  27s.,  f.o.b.  Leghorn,  is  quoted  for  good  sorts. 

Pepper. — In  auction  170  bags  fair  Alleppy  were  bought 
in  at  Q\d.  per  lb.  Neither  black  nor  white  Singapore  was 
offered.  Privately  the  market  for  white  Singapore  is  firm, 
but  quiet,  at  9jVZ.  for  distant  shipment,  and  Penang  8§<Z. 
nominally.  Black  Singapore  is  also  firm,  with  buyers  on  the 
spot  at  6|<?.,  and  sellers  Q^d. 

Pilocarpine. — A  recent  quotation  by  a  German  maker 
was  45s.  per  oz. ,  which  is  a  shade  easier. 

Pimento. — Quiet.  In  auction,  of  430  bags  offered  100  sold 
at  2^d.  per  lb.  for  fair. 

Podophyllum-root  is  offered  at  24s.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Quinine. — The  market  last  week  closed  fairly  active, 
good  brands  of  German  sulphate  in  bulk  changing  bands  for 
October  delivery  at  Is.  l^d  ,  and  Is.  l%d  for  December,  but 
on  Monday,  when  it  was  found  the  bark  shipments  from  Java 
for  the  first  half  of  the  month  were  heavier  than  had  been 
expected,  the  market  opened  flat  and  declined  quite  \d., 
October  selling  at  Is.  Q^d  ,  and  December  at  Is.  Id.  Subse- 
quently the  market  became  firmer,  with  small  sales  of 
October  at  Is.  Of  to  Is.  Id  ,  and  December  at  Is.  l^d.  to 
Is.  l\d.,  and  the  market  closes  at  the  outside  figures. 
Imperial  brand  is  quoted  Is.  OJd.  spot,  and  Is.  l^d.  forward. 

Saffron. — A  Spanish  report  says  that  the  tone  of  the 
market  is  very  firm  at  present,  and  some  holders  refuse  to 
sell  at  the  equivalent  of  27s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  ex  Valencia. 

Santonin. — As  expected,  makers  have  advanced  their 
quotations  lid.  to  Is.  per  lb.,  and  now  quote  18s.  net  for 
less  than  28  lbs.,  down  to  16s.  lOd.  for  at  ldast  2  cwt.  in  one 
delivery. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  quoted  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  and 
Honduras  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  5d.  par  lb.  spot.  Eight  bales  Lima- 
Jamaica  have  arrived,  but  no  grey  Jamaica  or  native. 

Senega. — Dearer.  A  good  spot  business  has  been  done 
at  from  Is.  9d.  up  to  2s.  per  lb.  net,  and  what  little  is  now 
left  on  the  London  market  has  been  withdrawn,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  seller.  From  New  York  2s , 
c.i.f.,  is  now  quoted ;  but  there  is  very  little  on  offer,  and 
still  higher  prices  are  expectt  d. 

Shellac. — The  market  opened  quietly  this  week  for 
"  futures,"  but  subsequently  became  dearer,  September 
delivery  selling  at  79s.  Qd.,  October  at  80s.  Qd.,  and  January 
81s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  On  the  spot  fair  second  orange  TN  has 
been  sold  at  77s.  to  78s.  for  fair,  and  AO  garnet  at  73s.  for 
cash. 

Soy. — The  value  of  good  Chinese  is  Is.  Qd.  per  gal.,  duty 
paid  (the  duty  is  2d.). 

Spermaceti  — American  refined  is  now  offered  at  Is.  2d, 
per  lb.,  being  a  shade  cheaper. 

Vanilla. — Arrangements  for  a  mail-service  between 
Marseilles  and  Seychelles  have  been  concluded  with  the 
Messageries  Maritimes  Company.  The  first  steamer  left 
Marseilles  on  August  25. 

Wax,  Japanese.— Firm  at  34s.  for  good  pale  squares, 
which  has  been  paid. 
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flfteoictnaHpIants  Competition. 


fTClE  response  to  the  competition  for  photographs  of 
X  medicinal  plant3  which  we  announced  on  June  15 
exceeded  our  expectations.    Our  last  photographic  compe- 


[Eosa  canina.    (Mr.  S.  Manners.) 


tition  in  1897,  when  a  prize  was  given  for  the  best  picture  of 
a  chemist's  shop,  conclusively  showed  that  there  are  many 
excellent  photographers  in  the  ranks  of  pharmacy.  The 
present  contest  afforded  more  scope  for  artistic  ability 


Zingiber  officinale,    (Mr.  J.  Sinel.) 


perhaps  than  the  former  one,  but  had  the  disadvantage  of 
dealing  with  a  subject  in  which  comparatively  little  interest 
is  taken  by  present-day  pharmacists.  The  first  London 
Pharmacopoeia  (1618)  contained  1,254  items,  the  greater 


number  of  which  were  heibal  simples,  mostly  indigenous. 
The  1721  London  Pharmacopoeia  is  noted  for  its  botanical 
contents,  due  to  the  fact  that;  Haas  Sloane,  the  founder  of 
the  Chelsea  Botanical  Garden,  ha'l  a  hand  in  its  preparation 


Atkopa  Belladonna.    (Mr.  W.  J.  Gardatn.) 


His  revision  wiped  out  a  large  number  of  the  indigenous 
herbs  which  failed  to  come  up  to  the  somewhat  extravagant 
virtues  attributed  to  them,  and  introduced  many  foreign 
articles  of  materia  medica.  The  pendulum  has  continued 
to  swing  in  the  direction  set  by  Hans  Sloane  ever  since, 


Atropa  Belladonna,    (Mr.  S.  Manners.) 


until  now  indigenous  herb3  occupy  a  minimum  of  the  most 
recent  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  present 
generation  of  pharmacists  has  got  into  the  habit  of  looking 
upon  indigenous  drugs  as  of  little  account,  but  it  is  within 
the  raDge  of  possibility  that  the  coming  years  m?-"  find  a 

D 


520 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


September  21,  1901 


reaction.  Sir  James  Sawyer's  revival  of  pilewort  is  fresh  in 
the  memory,  and  it  is  no  longer  considered  infra  dignitatem 
for  physicians  to  investigate  the  claims  of  native  remedies. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  picture  the  old  apothecaries,  attended 


Papaver  Rhceas.    (Mr.  H.  Bulmer  Rudd.) 


by  their  apprentices,  collecting  roadside-plants  in  the 
proper  seasons,  but  very  few  living  pharmacists  can  recall 
having  taken  part  in  such  an  expedition.  Modern  botany 
has  in  a  measure  been  rendered  uninviting  to  all  but 
enthusiasts  by  its  bewildering  display  of  long  names,  but 
authoiities  assure  us  that  for  exactly  designating  plants, 
their  parts,  and  functions,  such  descriptions  are  necessary. 

In  the  present  competition  photographs  of  the  following 
plants  were  sent  in : — Henbane  (Hyoscyamus  niger),  fox- 
glove (D'gitalis  purpurea),  black  bryony  (Tamils  communis), 
red  poppies  (Papaver  ffliaeasi),  elderflower  (Sambuevs  nigra), 
belladonna  (Atropa  Belladonna),  ginger  (Zingiber  officinale), 
and  wild  rose  (Rosa  canina). 

The  plants  represented  the  most  times  were  henbane, 
poppies,  wild  roses,  and  belladonna.  We  reproduce  some 
of  the  best  of  the  photosraphs,  and  give  the  name  of  the 
photographer  beneath.  Mr.  J.  Sine!,  of  Jersey,  who  sends 
the  ginger-plant  appends  the  following  note  : — 

The  peculiar  relation  of  the  stamen  and  style  in  this  plant  is 
well  shown  (especially  on  the  left-hand  side).  The  filament  and 
the  style,  when  the  flower  is  fully  open,  are  closely  united 
throughout  their  length,  the  stigma  being  held  between  the  lobes 
of  the  anther,  but  the  filament  lengthens  the  most  rapidly,  so 
that  at  first  it  is  held  in  a  bent  position  by  the  tension  of  the 
style. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  photographs  sent  in  are  not 
suitable  for  reproduction  by  reason  of  want  of  contrast; 
but  it  is  our  intention  to  repeat  the  competition  next  year, 
when  we  hope  that  cDmpetitors  who  have  not  carried  off 
awards  will  benefit  by  the  experience  which  the  present 
contest  has  given  them,  and  have  better  luck.  The  first 
prize  of  11.  Is.  is  given  to  Mr.  S.  Manners,  c/o  Messrs. 
Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward,  101  Whitecross  Street,  E.C., 
for  bis  study  of  wild  roses,  belladonna,  and  poppies.  The 
original  photographs  are  in  a  beautiful  shade  of  green 
carbon,  and  unfortunately  lose  some  of  their  charm  when 
translated  into  prosaic  black  and  white.  When  the  contest 
was  announced  we  mentioned  that,  if  the  results  warranted 


it,  we  should  make  further  awards,  and  accordingly  we 
divide  a  second  guinea  between  the  following  competitors  : — 
Mr.  H.  Bulmer  Rudd,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  29  Westgate,. 


Papaveb  Rhceas.    (Mr.  S.  Manners.) 


Ripon  (for  studies  of  eldeiflower  and  poppies  and  wheat)  • 
Mr.  J.  Sinel,  12  Royal  Crescent,  Jersey  (for  a  photograph 
of  the  ginger-plant)  ;  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Gardam,  15  Fishergate, 


Sambucus  nigra.    (Mr.  H.  Bulmer  Rudd.) 


Ripon  (for  pictures  of  belladonna  and  black  bryony).  Other 
photographs  will  be  reproduced  in  a  future  issue. 


